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Tu E following Hiſtory of the Revolution of 
France is better entitled to the eſteem of the reader, 
than ſome other productions which have been pub- 
liſhed with that title. M. Rabaut de Saint-Etienne, 
after having diſtinguiſhed. himfelf as a legiſlator 
and as an orator in the National Aſſembly, aſ- 
ſumed, with not leſs ability and zeal, the charac- 
ter of the national hiſtorian ; for, to vindicate the 
calumniated reputation, of his country, was his 
inducement for writing the hiſtory of her revolu- 

tion. ; ern ä 
Brief, elegant, eloquent, ſatisfactory, he hath 
recorded, within the compaſs of this compact and 
lively volume, the remote origin, the immediate 
cauſes, the progreſs, and the completion of that 


* 


rapid and renowned regeneration. * With a pen. - - 


cil little inferior to that of Tacitus, he hath de- 
picted every ſcene, that was rendered memorable 
by events conducive to the eſtabliſhment of li- 
berty, and hath deſcribed, on the one hand, the 
obſtinacy of prejudice, the blindneſs of ſuperſti- 
e Se + 


„Wich the Journal annexed to this work I have had no 
concern. The Appendix to the original work of M. Rabaut 
4e Saint-Etienne is a copy of the French conſtitution, - 


intereſt, the barbarity of deſpotiſm, and, on the 
other, the integrity and generoſity of patriotiſm, 
the penetrating wiſdom of enlightened legiſlation, 
and the impetuoſity of popular paſhon, in a ſtyle 
which ſeems to partake both of the dignity of 
Hume, and the ſatirical vivacity of Voltaire. 


The publication of this hiſtory will, I truſt; 
produce effects, the very reverſe of what are hoped 
for, by thoſe vifionaries who are raving for a re- 
volution in this kingdom; for the following pages 

will prove to every reader, whoſe heart and un- 
derſtandirg have not looped to the ſway of fac- 
tion, not only how indiſpenſable ſuch a meaſure 
was to France, but like wiſe how unneceſſary ſuch, 
a meaſure is for Britain, The contraſt will be 
found to be ſo decidedly in our favour, that every 
honeſt Briton may, after having peruſed this book, 
redouble his ccntent, and cry, Me need wot a revo. 
lution. | | 


- At the ſame time, am far from thinking, that 

« there is nothing in our ſyſtem of ſocial order 
which requires the hand of reformation. Abuſcs 
do, undoubtedly exiſt in this iſland ; and the le- 

| ciſlatiire is competent to invent and apply the re- 
medy. But the ſucceſs of ſuch deſigns will de- 
pend upon the perſons who originate and promote 
them. It is not for every reſtleſs citizen to aſſume 
the auguſt ſunction of a reformer ; it is not for the 

{11 - crafty hand of dark and plauſible ambition, to in- 


terrneddle i ina work which 1 is peculiar to true pa- 
e triotiſm; 
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i 55 tion, the artifice of intrigue, the treachery of ſelf- 
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triotiſm ; the troubled ſtream is not likely to come 
filtered through /uch channels; there are political 
perſonages in every ſtate, whoſe very names prove 
inauſpicious to every meaſure which they patro- 
- nize, whoſe very breath would ſerve to taint the 
pureſt ſchemes of legiſlation. 


The good ſenſe of the men of Britain will in- 
duce them to diſapprove alike the perverſe timidity 
which inſiſts that all is right, and the unprincipled 
audacity which exclaims that all is wrong. 


When the Britiſh conſtitution wzs propoſed as a 
. model to the legiſlators of France, the majority of 
them anſwered, ** that it did not ſuit their cir- 

* cumſtances.” To thoſe who are magnifying 
the French conſtitution, as an improvement eligible 
for us, may we not ſay, with much more reaſon, 
| that it does not ſuit our circumſtances ? \ 


The wrathful pamphlets that have reviled the 
revolution, which it is the object of the following 
hiſtory to juſtify and defend, are as deficient in 
point of wiſdom, as they are with reſpect to tem- 


per. They are ungenerous, injudicious, and un- 


juſt, It is ungenerous to inſult and vilify a nation, 
which is ſtruggling to relieve herfelf from the un- 
chriſtian yoke of tyranny ; it is mjrudicious, ſince 
none can tell what the omnipotent may have in 
ſtore for her; fince the perſecution which ſhe, en- 
dures, the firm reſiſtance which ſhe is making, and 
the recollection of her former ſervitude, will at 
length intereſt every heart; ſince the tide of ge- 


ret favour will turn violently i in her behalf, from 
the 


( 


the noble deſire to e her, for having 
raſnly thought unkindly of her; noe: in fine, as 
hath been the caſe of late years with America, a 
proſp-rous iſſue may reconcile all Chriſtendom to 
her cauſe: it is unjuſt, fince no nation, and ſtill leſs 
an individual of any nation, hath a right to cen- 
ſure the internal legiſlation of another, which, in 
herſelf, forms a ſovereign and independent empire. 
One is aſtoniſhed at the waſte of talents and of 
time, which hath been committed in this kingdom, 
for the purpoſe of exciting in us an abhorrence for 
our, ſellow-ſrec nen the French. Politicians ſhould 
have deplored, and not execrated their errors: it 
is as if "Balak bad ſaid unto Balaam, Come, 1 pray 
thee, and curſe me this people. 


Kings are conſtantly complaining, that the re- 
publican ſpirit is more cheriſhed among their ſub- 
Jects than it ought to be. That this ſpirit bath 
much increaſed is inconteſtable, The reaſon is evi- 
dent: for the republican form of government af- 
fords merit a more ample field for diſplaying: her 
peculiar excellence, and a better-grounded hope of 
obtaining her due reward. She hath a right from 
God and nature to be laudably ambitious. Genius 
is ever active and enterprizing, and will not tamely 
ſubmit to the domination of obſcurity. In a mo- 
narchy, although merit not unfrequently aſcends 
to her proper level, yet the aſcent is much more 
difficult, and more doubtful, than in a republic: 
for kings are ever encompaſſed by an intereſted 
and artful throng, through which unaſſiſted merit 

| cat 


1 
can almoſt never force her way; it is a phalanx 
which effectually repels her. 


Perhaps it is advantageous to the public cauſe, 
that kings cannot do what they ſhould do, with re- 
ſpect to meritorious citizens; perhaps it is more 
profitable to the public cauſe, that men of talents 

ſhould have no reaſon to be attached to Kngs and 
miniſters. | 


I am happy in having poſſeſſed a ſufficiency of 
health and leiſure, to enable me to act the part of 
tranſlator to M. Mirabeau, and to his patriotic col- 


league, M. Rabaut de Saint-Etienne. The legiſla- 


tors of France, as long as their labours contain 

nothing injurious to the true principles of Chi 
anity, and are directed to no other object than the 
happineſs of humankind, ſhall have the beſt wiſh» s 


of one who, whiles he laments their miſtakes, nwit 


admire their magnanimity. 
| "JAMES WHITE. 


London, April 26, 1792. 
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BOOK Tu FIRST. 


I is my purpoſe to compriſe, within a narrow com- 
paſs, the Hiſtory of the French Revolution; in order 
that, being placed within the reach of every Reader, and 
readily diſperſed through every land, it may deſtroy thoſe 
impreſſions, ſo unfavourable to France, which have been 
attempted to be made, on all ſides, by the enemies of 
liberty. N ö 3 F 
Poſterity alone will be enabled to judge of the hidden 
cauſes, to which are to be aſcribed the particular events, 
that have accelerated and accompliſhed the courſe of the 
Revolution; but the general cauſes are to be dated far- 
ther back. It had been prepared by the progreſs of hu- 
man affairs; and the unavoidable convocation of the 
States-General did, in ſome meaſure, only proclaim the 
Revolution. If any thing ought to excite the aſtoniſn- 
ment of foreigners, it is the felicity with which that 
| B ©. * Revolution 
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Revolution hath been conducted, amidſt the ſhocks 
occaſioned by ſo many inflamed paſſions, and ſo many 


hoſtile intereſts. Repeatedly did the tempeſt ſeem on 
the point of 3 the political bark, and as re- 
peatedly did the eſcape ſhipwreck, by the ſolidity of her 
frame, and by the ſkilfulneſs of her pilots. The hiſtory 
of theſe three memorable years preſents us with a dra- 
matic ſcene, which hath had its beginning, its middle, 
and its end. Private intereſts formed its ſeveral plots and 
intrigues, which have been diſconcerted, either by the 

reatneſs of the conftituting body, or by the power and 
impetuoſity of the nation herſelf, till that day on which 
the King, by accepting the Conſtitution, effected the 
d*nmement of this buſy and important drama. 


Some clouds are till paſſing athwart the firmament of 
France. With vexation do particular intereſt ſee the 


neceſſity of ſubmitting to the intereſts of the whole; 


and the ſtruggle concerning privileges ſtill uſeleſsly ſub- 
ſiſts. The Nobles, whoſe imaginary ſuperiority exiſted 
in opinion only, are flattering themſelves that they con- 
tinue to exiſt, although that opinion be annihilated. 
They have endeavoured to reviye the lofiy ſpirit of the 
feudal ſyſtem, at a time when the feudal ſyſtem was no 
more, and to bring the chivalrous ideas of the ignorant 
twelfth century into the midſt of that 1 which 
enlightens the eighteench. Thoſe orders, therefore, per- 
ceived not, as they grew old, that their maxims were 
growing old. along with them, and-that, when every 
thing around them hath undergone a change, they muſt; 


themſelves ſuffer change, or periſh. How could ſach a 


ſtructure ſtand, when the. prop of public opinion no 
longer ſupported it? 

The Clergy is ſtill ſeeking, in a religion which is called 
the religion of peace, for pretences and the means of diſ- 
cord and of war; it is embroiliug families in the hope of 
dividing the State: ſo difficult it is for that order of men 
to be taught to renounce riches and authority 

But Knowledge, that will, ere long, reveal herſelf to 
the lower claſs of the Citizens, will free them from that 
Navery which is the moſt dangerous of all, the ſla- 
very of the underſtanding: then, either the prieſts 


Will 


1 


will become citizens, or the citizens will determine to dv 
without them.“ 

Every one of thoſe abuſed powers, the number of 
which had been increaſed by the barbariſm of the firſt 

es, and by the deſpotiſm of the latter, have now va- 
niſhed. They had been ſupported by the deſpotiſm of 
the throne itſelf, which had created them, as inſtruments 
uſeful to its authority. - Accordingly: they have affected, 
for theſe- two years paſt, an hypocritical attachment to 
the royal authority, of which they ſtiled themſelves the 
defenders; and the friends of privileges were called the 
friends of the King. But hypocriſy is neyer ſucceſsful, 
except when. ſhe is addreſſing credulity. From the mo- 
ment Louis XVI. conſented voluntarily to the reſtriction 
of the royal authority, they were deprived of every pre- 
text; and, ever ſmce, we have ſeen them eontending in 
open war for the reſtoration of their privileges: never- 
theleſs, they will be obliged to ſubſiſt upon the recollec- 
tion of them; for notwithſtanding the partieular trou- 
bles which they may yet be able to excite, the founda- 
tions of France are laid, the Conſtitution is erected, and 
the moment is arrived, when we can write the hiſtory 
of the Revolution. | 


The Fxencn Nation hath, for ſeveral centuries, 
been ſubje& to arbitrary laws, which lay heavy at once 
on the lives and on the fortunes of the citizens. The 
people, which is every thing in free ſtates, and which'is 
nothing in deſpotic empires, was enſlaved by ſuch a"mul= 
titude of particular tyrannies, that its pureſt ſubſtance. 
was diſſipated in impoſts, levied by violence, or by ad- 

ſs, or by ſuperſtition, or by privileges. The King of 

rance alone levied taxes to a greater. amount than 
many mighty Princes of Europe united. The Clergy 
reaped, free of all expence, the fifth of the riet produce 
of the territofial revenues of the kingdom; it poſſeſſed, 
moreover, immenſe eſtates, and eontributed nothing but 

ratuitous gifts, which it impoſed upon itſelf at plea- 

re. . The humiliating rights of the feudal ſyſtem gave 
the Nobles a kind of * which was a real impoſt 


2 . upon 
1 That is, France, like Sedtland, will learn to do without 
Pp'ſcopecy.. W. | | 
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upon agriculture, and a ſource of innumerable vexations; 
and, although poſſeſſed of prodigious property, they 
conſidered themſclves exempt from advancing any thing 
to the public charges, the weight of which fell altogether _ 
upon the people. A hoſt of privileged and ennobled 
perſons had obtained or purchaſed from deſpotic power, 
the right of not contributing to the expences of the 
ſtate. The venality of offices had rendered juſtice venal 
of courſe ; and every lawſuit was likewiſe an impoſt ; a 
diſaſtrous contribution, becauſe it not only tithed the 
fortunes of the litigants, but frequently devoured them. 


Meanwhile, the apparent facility with which the people 
paid ſuch conſiderable impoſitions, encouraged Govern- 
ment to invent new ones. The expences of the Court 
were arbitrary, and the ſubſtance of the Plebeian order 
was, by long eſtabliſhed cuſtom, ſquandered away upon 
the moſt pompous frivolity. The throne was befieged by 
a multitude of craving men, and of ſelf- intereſted wo- 
men, upon whom, under various pretences, the treaſures 
of the ſtate were laviſhed. Deſtructive wars, under- 
taken with levity, and often for the ſole advantage of a 
few individuals, had been, for two entire reigns, accu- 
mulating the public calamities. Diſtreſſing loans had 
ſucceſſively created an enormous debt; and the nation, 
affrighted at the condition of the finances, had nothing 
before her eyes, but the diſcouraging proſpect of bank- 
ruptey. | | 
. - Tyranny againſt our fortuncs is never unaccompanied 
by tyranny againſt our perſons; and, in order to get 
poſſeſſion of the property of the Plebeian claſſes, it was 
' previouſly neceſſary to enflave them. Since the monarchs 
cf Europe, after the example of thoſe of Aſia, have had 
armies at their command, they have become maſters of 
the lives and fortunes of their fubjects. This inſtitution, 
. deviſed by kings, with the view of weakening the over- 
grown authority of their ſeudatories, and of diſpenſing with 
their military ſervices, which the latter rated much tco 
dear, marked the æra of deſpotiſm in Europe. Wars, 
Which kings have always ſeemed to conſider as matters of 

nece ſſuy, and which, nevertheleſs, have always been 
attributed to the folly of the people, furniſhed a pretext 
for railing armies, and the railing -armies furniſhed the 
Ltd a . | _ pretext 
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pretext and the means for new wars. No deſpot made 
a progreſs unattended by theſe fatellites ; and, wherever 
you ſce an army which is paid by its maſter, you may 
ſay, there goes a tyrant, or a man who is about to be 
one, and that is the ſame thing to liberty. Our kings, who 
formerly made no laws without the people's conſent, now 
no longer condeſcendzd to conſult it ; their will was the 
ſupreme law. Then did monarchy change her nature; 
ſhe became/amongſt us what the Greeks called tyranny, 
that is, the arbitrary government of a fingle ruler. ' As, 
from the wide extent of the monarchy, it was impoſſible 
for the Prince to overſee every thing himſelf, the Kings 
of France, were under the neceſſity of conſulting Miniſ- 
ters; and theſe at length undertook to govern. every 
thing. A defpot may ſometimes think of rendering his 
people happy, and his empire flouriſhing, becauſe ey 
are the patrimony of his family; a Miniſter will infaly 
libly turn his principal attention to the eſtabliſnment of 
his own power and intereſt, The Viſierſhip in Francs 
is an epoch in the hiſtory of deſpotiſm, and the people 
hath been there more of leſs enſla ved, according as the 
Miniſters have been more or ſeſs 2tolute. From theſe 
Jaſt ha ve originated thoſe, extraordifiary commiſſions, in- 
vented for the ſatisfaction of their perſonal revenge, and 
Lelires de Cachet, and arbitrary impriſonments, and thoſe 
Fertile ereatlons of the treaſury, - thoſe ſales of em- 
ployments and offices, which, in filling the king's coffers, 
ſerved likewiſe to replenith their own, or to pay the 
wages of their dependents. | pu fe 
Every. nation that is in ſubjc ction to the will of one 

man, hath ſuffered more or- lei. from his deſpotiſm; but 
no nation hath been more diſdainfully oppreſſed than that 
of France. From the domination of Cardinal de Riche- 
lieu, to the commencement of the States-General in 
1789, the King's ſubjects, for that was the appellation, 
have. been continually bowed down by the heavy hand of 
an oppreſſive Government, by ſo much the more humi- 
ſiating, as that people was enducd by nature with that 
undefinable ift, called F/prit, and was, laterally illumi- 
nated with philoſophy. The King's adviſers laughed at 
the people's judgments, and at its ſatires; and when at, 
oo! "Wt * ies 
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length, in confequence of the increaſing light of know- 
ſedge, . a public opinion, ftamped with an impoſing 
dignity, was formed, which, after all, was only the ex- 
preſſion of the general will, the Miniſters perſiſted in 
their imperious mode of acting, and in their inſolent 
diſdain. This inattention to propriety proved their ruin, 
It cannot be too often repeated, that uſurped power owes 
her abaſement to no other circumſtance, than her not 
having been aware that ſhe was periſhable, - 

May we not, with good reaſon, reproach arbitrary 
power with that multitude of vexations wherewith the 
people hath been weighed down, and with thoſe wars 
almoſt ever unjuſt, and with thoſe accumulated impolts z 
atrocious iniquities, which our poſterity will one day 
bleſs, becauſe to them they will be indebted for their 
liberty? To the barbarous 3 of the imperious 
woman of Medicis, that wicked foreigner, who dyed 
France with the blood of its inhabitants, ſucceeded the 
reign of Richelieu, that' is, of deſpotiſm in perſon, 
Ever ſince have we been governed by his maxims. Af- 
ter having been oppreſſed by the iron rod of Richelieu, 
France groaned a ſecond. time under the, cunning hand 
of Mazarine ; who corrupted thoſe whom that, other 
prieſt had only terrified and abaſed, Thoſe high and 
independent ſpirits were no more, who, in the midſt of 
civil wars, had diſplayed a kind of greatneſs, which the 
gallant Henry had not time to turn againſt a foreign 
enemy. All grovelled at the feet of a maſter; for 
Richelieu had taught them flattery, 1 
Over ſuch men, thus uniting loftineſs with mean- 
neſs, and corruption with pride, was it the deſtiny of 
Louis XIV. to ſway the ſceptre. Of him nothing hat! 
been left unſaid, and poſterity hath, perhaps, reveng 
itſelf to exceſs, for the lying be of his ſubjects. 
But if that monarch protected the arts, which contri- 
buted to his glory; if he beheld the harveſt of that 
deſpotiſm, the ſeedy of which werg ſown by Richelieu 3 


if he aſtoniſhed the world with that air of grandeur, 
which formed the character of his reign, by what a 
multitude of miſeries were not thoſe faQitious goods 
compenſated! His taſte for conqueſt made him prodigal 
of the blood and treaſure of his ſubjeQs; his arrogant 
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magnificence had drawn upon him the enmity of all 
Europe ; his tyranny over conſcience, firſt drenched 
with blood, and then depopulated his empire. Louis 
XI. had but one dungeon, and he lay upon the vault, 
under which his victims were lamenting their captivity. 
Louis XIV. had a thouſand, and, deaf te the cries of 
his unhappy ſubjects, delivered himſelf up to all the 
luxury of a court, renowned for yaluptuouſneſs and 
allantry. He it was, who paved the way for the down- 
Il of the nobles, by enticing them from their caſtles, 
in order to amuſe and degrade them * with ribands, and 
ſtars, and ſtools of honour ; and when once this title to 
glory became venal, and that illuftriouſneſs was to be - 
had for money, opinion aſſerted her prerogative, and 
the nobility of France hath been conſidered all over 
Europe, in the ſame light in which it hath been conſi- 
dered amongſt us. . . 
The fruits of the reign' of Louis XIV. have been, on 
one hand, the conqueſt of ſome provinces, the perfec- 
tion of the fine arts, a ſtage ſuperior to that of Athens, 
a taſte and an urbanity, which have ſerved as models to 
cony other court, above all, the union of the ſe- 
veral party, before unconneQted, of the government, 
and of the empire. On the other hand, the loſs of 
five or fix hundred thouſand: men, Who periſhed in 
different wars; that of five or ſix hundred thouſand 
more, who fled the kingdom, and carried with them, all 
over Europe, the arts which he had favoured,” and a 
hatred- to his name; an immenſe debt, horrible cala- 
mities towards the latter end of his reign, and a degree 
of miſery, the like of which no modern people ever 
experienced. The deſpotiſm which he had conſolicated, 
was the inheritance which he leſt us. From the Mi- 
niſter, down to the loweſt agent of authority, it was 
nothing but a concatenation: of iniquities.$ They all 
agreed to grovel in the preſence of their maſters, in 
order to acquire the right of deſpiſing their inferiors ; 
and this ſervility of ſpirit 1 been faithfully tranſmit- 
4 5 ted 


* That is true, faith — Bravo. 

+ Et qu'on eſt devenu illuſtre avec de Vargent. 
A «te formee. | 
Une chaine d'oppreſſion. 
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ted to us, from generation to generation, both of mo- 
narchs and of miniſters.“ His armies, which, for ſome 


time, had been formidable to foreign States, were now 


no longer formidable to any but his ſubjects. Ten 
thouſand ſla ves, laced and titled were his guards; and 


this apparatus of royalty, ſo well adapted to dazzle the 


vulgar, only prooclaimefi the enormous diſtance at which 
he ſet himſelf from his people. Thoſe virtues of a 
deſpot, haughtineſs and vanity, which made of Louis 
XIV. a ſuperb idol,/ are no longer conſidered but as 
vices and as injuries, under the reign of equality and 
liberty; | | 

The ſhort interval of the regency was only charac- 
terized 'by a delirium, into which no nation but the 
French could fall: the principles of the Government. 
underwent no alteration. Louis XV. found the ma- 
chine of deſpotiſm wound- up, and all that he had to 
do, was to let it run its tevolations. Under his ſway 
che court was every thing, and the kingdom nothing. 
The ſale" of offices and of nobility was increaſed to a' 
degree that was ridiculous. | Religious diſputes, the moſt 


' . abſurd of all, becauſe nobody underſtands them, diſho-' 


noured, for thirty years, this weak and inſignificant” 
reign. The honour of the French arms, was, for ſome 
time, well ſupported ; but afterwards, wars were under- 
taken without reaſon, continued without conduct, and 
terminated without glory. The French became the jeſt 
of every nation upon earth. While taxes, and loans, 
which are likewiſe taxes, were draining the ſources of 
agriculture, commerce was oppreſted by innumerable re- 
ſtraints; the court threw contempt upon her. Dejetted 
induſtry, went to look for, in other climes, the encou- 
ragements and the recompences due to her exertions, 
The Goyernment thought of nothing but maintaining 
its influence; the Miniſters of nothing but intrigue, the 
Court of nothing but pillage, fot the purpoſe of prodi- 


gality, the Grandees of nothing but gratifications and 


employments. * The glory and the ſtrength of the 


nation were a cypher, in the ready, but wretched, cal- 


culations of private intereſt, | | 
N | = 
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In this manner was one of the greateſt kingdoms in 
Europe verging faſt to its declenſion. The national 
character was effaced; and the only reaſon why the 
French had ſuch an aptitude to aſſume the forms of other 
nations, was becauſe they had no fixt character of their 
own. The languor of the Government infected * all 
orders of ſcciety, as the court infected them with its 
faſhions. Moral ſlavery, that ſpecies of infignifieance 
peculiar to minds ſtript of independence and of liberty, 
chained every thought to one thought, and every will 
to one will. Opinion likewiſe had her deſpotiſm, and 
her throne was ſet up at court; for publio opinion was 
not yet in being, her ſevere tribunal was not yet erected. 
Ben ton was the title given to that law, ſo often caprict- 
ous; and perpetually defpotic, which a few women, and 
womaniſh- men, cauſed to be executed imperiouſſy by 
the boyiſh arm of foppery.+ imitation was become the 
characteriſtic of the French; that is to ſay, they had no 
character. It is, perhaps, to this effeminancy of the 


ſoul, which excludes all grand and forcible ideas, that 


we are to attribute the declenſion of the ſine arts, in a 
nation where they had had fo diſtinguiſhed a commence- 
ment. The French were allowed to poſſeſs the talent of 
perfecting and embelliſhing the inventions of other na- 
tions: but they were refuſed the honour of that crea- 
tive genius, which ſcorns to ſubmit to the tyranny ef 

habitude. bs EA 
To trace the inſenſible progreſs of the mind towards 
political infignificance, is to write the hiſtory of the Re- 
volution. Several regions of Europe are a proof that 
men may multiply and vegetate corporeally as a nation, t 
without that nation having any exiſtence. France, 
formed by her extent, by her population, and by the 
genius of her inhabitants, to hold an elevated rank in 
Europe, no longer poſſeſſed any preponderance. Not 
ono 


* Se communiquoit. 


+ Thus a Mareſchal of France hath given a con to 2 
new invented hair-powter, and taught his countryn. En the ary 
of ſubduing one ftink by another. b 


1 En corps de nation. 
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one of thoſe exalted fouls, who; at the preſent day, have : 
been the founders of the Revolution, and who have 
witneſſed the cloſe of the reign of Louis XV. hath for- 


ten what was, at that time, the nothingneſs of the 
ing, of the Government, and of the nation. 


Nevertheleſs, it was in that very reign, that the wea- 
pons were forged, which have broken the chains of ty- 
rapny. In the progreſs of the human ming, the age of 
- Philoſophy mult neceſſarily ſucceed the age of the fine 
arts. We begin by copying nature, we conclude with 
ſtudy ing her: we firſt obſerve the objects, and after- 
wards inquire into their cauſes and their principles. 
Under the reign of Louis XV. the men of letters aſ- 
furned 2 new charaQer ;* and when poetry, architec- 
ture, painting, and ſculpture, had produced a multitude 
of maſter-pieces, when novelty, which forms the chief 
merit of the fine arts, was exhauſted, and noble eoncep- 
tzons. were become more difficult, the mind naturally 
turneditſelf towards examining into the principles them- 
ſelves. The age of reaſon. which inquires, ſucceeded 
that of imagination which paints, This firſt influence 
reaſon. had quenched the flames of religious quarrels, 
* which, for the ſpace of two centuries,. had retarded: the 
improvement of France. We were now no longer ſo: 
much occupied with thoſe abſtract ideas, which anſwer 
no other end, than to enrich or to give importance to 
the claſs of men which lives by them. The ſciences, 
the arts, the enjoyments they procure, had changed the 
direction of the mind; and whatever ridiculous conſe- 
quence Louis XIV. and his hypocritical court, might 
have beſtowed upon diſputes which were devoutly. frivo- 
tous, they were unable to give them currency, as the 
character of the age. { ; 
It is worth while to obſerve, that, at this juncture, 
there was eſtabliſhed a communication between France, 
and the northern parts of Europe, where there reigned 
2 greater degree of liberty, and more independence in the 
article of opinion. It was the ſouthern part which, 
hitherto, had governed us by her falſe maxims, or which 
had influenced us by her policy. Rome had given us 


her 1 


Good in many reſpects, materially bad in one. 


En! 
her religion, Italy her Machiaveliſm, her luxury, and 


her arts, and Spain had furniſhed us with civil wars. All 


our opinions, all our difputes, derived their birth from 
beyond the mountains. From the cruſades and the wars 
of Italy, down to the famous bull,“ Rome had con- 
ſtantly been our director; the reſt of Europe exiſted not 
for us. But when true and ſound philoſophy had en- 
lightened the North, and France had begun to think and 
to reſſect, an intercourſe was formed between minds of 
the firſt magnitude England, Holland, Switzerland, 
and Germany, bounded in univerſities, where, not- 
withſtanding ſome remains of pedantry, the chair of 
philoſophy was filled by reaſon, Theſe regions of good 
ſenſe looked with pity upon countries more favoured by 
the hand of nature, but where the progreſs of prejudice 
rendered her preſents of no uſe. The excommunicated 
part of Europe was the moſt enlightened. 


The correſpondence of Locke, Clarke, and Newton, 
with Leibnitz, and ſome learned men of France and 
Italy, was then conſidered: as a wonderful improvement 
of the human mind. It was matter of aſtoniſhment, 
that philoſophers, who differed in their religious creeds, 
ſhould correſpond with ſuch a ſpirit of toleration. This 
commerce ſoon. became more extenſive. We enter- 
tained ſo high an idea of ourſelves and of our language, 
that we looked; upon foreign idioms as the jargon of 
barbarians: accordingly, we neglected to learn them. 
At length Locke was. tranſlated ; Locke, the father of 
thinking, and” the firſt who proved, by his works, that 
philoſophy. was nothing but reaſon. But for Locke, 
perhaps, we ſhould never have had a Condillac. Inquir 

was ſoon made for other excellent productions, the fruit 
of Engliſh, reflection and of Engliſh independence; and 
Voltaire hath had; reaſon to of having firſt brought 
us acquainted. with, the labours of the Britiſh philoſo- 


phers, 
0 The 


* The bull Unigenitus I fuppoſe he means. 
+ Les Eſprits ſuperieurs. 
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The French were already worthy of it, for Monteſ- 


quieu had appeared. The ingenious and reſolute * criti- 


ciſms (reſolute for thoſe days) contained in his Perſian 
Letters had engendered a degree of boldneſs in the minds 
of men; his Spirit of Laws taught them to become pro- 
found thinkers, His reflections upon government con- 


tain every principle of liberty, which hath been brought - 


to full perfection by reaſon, time, and the fortunate miſ- 
takes of deſpotiſm. But there was one man, who, more 
than all the reſt, promoted the progreſs of reaſon in this 
kingdom ; that man,, who, while yet in youth, bewitched 


every. reader with the charms of bis brilliant poetry, Who — 


united, in his own perſon, every talent given to man; 
ho brought every branch of human knowledge to per- 
fection; who combated every abuſe; who undertook the 
defence of all who fuffered oppreſſion ; and who, during 
ſixty years, directed or commanded the opinion of the 
public.+ I aſk every man, of the preſent generation, all 
thoſe who, at leaft, have learnt to think for themſelves, 


and to riſe ſuperior to prejudices, whether they are not 


indebted for theſe advantages to Voltaire. His indefati- 
gable perſeverance awakened ſloth herſclf, and never did 


he allow the age to ſlumber over verity. His judicious 


inſtructions, his penetrating remarks and cutting fatires, 
were continually» the ſcourge of prejudices, until, after 


having 82 geſſively overthrown- the innumerable eham- 


pions offfolly, he reigned without a rival in the arena. 


The unwearied protector of the miſerable, loved li- 
berty, becauſe he was paſſionately in love with humanity. 
All the principles of freedom, all the ſeeds of the Revo- 
lution, are to be found in the writings of Voltaire. He 
had foretold it, and occaſioned it. He inceſſantly under- 


mined the ground on which deſpotiſm was ever building. 


Happy in being permitted by nature and by time, to en- 


lighten two generations! for freedom of thought keep- 


a 


ing pace, day by day, with the errors committed by ar- 


bitrary 
* Audacieuſe. 


+ A man envious and envied, at once feeling and cauſing 
jealouſy, alike the friend and the enemy of human kind. 


* 25 * @ 


t Happy, if this freedom of thought, with reſped to reli» 


gion, had not degenerated into licentiouſneſs. 
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bitrary power, the- French arrived much ſooner at the 
moment, when the minds of men were to undergo a total 
change. | | 

Them it was that a ſchool was formed of ſuperior ge- 
niuſſes, whoſe writings ſpread abroad an abundance. of 
uſeful truths; and theſe truths forming, in their turn, a 
multitude of diſciples, an enlightened tribunal was eſta- 
bliſhed, which took cognizance of miniſters and kings: 
this tribunal was public opinion. Such a court of in- 
quiry was a thing unknown to the ancients, becauſe 
printing was unknown to them, and becauſe men were 
faſhioned by cuſtom and by the laws. Thoſe nations 
who have but one book, as the Jews, the Mahometans, 
the Guebres, never alter their opinions; accordingly, 
they muſt proceed to the end of time, without making 
the ſlighteſt progreſs in improvement: their doctors are 
always right, for they are never contradicted. And this 
is one of the cauſes of the perpetuity of deſpotiſm in 
Aſia. 

The tyrants of thought would fain have deprived us 
of books alſo. We all remember what perſecution the 
firſt writers endured, who had the courage to tell us 
the truth; the dungeons of the Baſtile ſwallowed them 
up alive, and the: Parliaments did them the honour to 
aitaint them.* But when their numbers increaſed, and 
when, ſtrong by their union, they no longer dreaded 
ſentences which the public condemned, truth penetrated 
every where; books croſſed every frontier in the king- 
dom; they entered every. houſe; and at length the tired 
inquiſition ceaſed to perſecute them. The moſt violent 
and able adverſaries of the freedom of the preſs, the 
_ Jeſuits, had diſappeared, and, after them, none durſt 
employ the ſame deſpotiſm and perſeverance. | 

When the minds of the French were once turned to- 
wards inſtructive reading, they extended their attention 
to the myſteries of governments. The Encyclopaedia 
poſſeſſed this peculiar advantage, that, treating of every 
ſcience, it furniſhed all the learned, who made it the re- 
poſitory of their thoughts, with an opportunity of diſ- 


cuſſing 


Les bororoient de la fletriſſure. 
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euſſing politics, civil econotny,, and finance. A ſchool, 
or, to ſpeak more properly, a ſe, which ſtill conſulted 


its maſter* as an oracle, for ſome time had poſſeſſion of 
the public mind. The ceconomiſts were accuſed of a 
kind of myſtic language, ill adapted to the clear and ſim- 
ple oracles of truth. It was thought that they did not 
underſtand themſelves, ſince they could not make others 
underſtand them. But we owe to their virtuous obſti- 
nacy, the having brought the French to refle&t upon 
the ſcience of government. It is to their conſtancy in 
occupying us ſo long with the ſame objects, that we 
are indebted for the publication of ideas, which are ſo 
fimple, that they are become common ; as, that in the 
freedom alone of induſtry confiſts her proſperity ; that 
talents ſhould be ſubjected to no reſtraints; that the li- 
berty of exporting: corn is the ſource of its abundance ; 
that the impoſts ſhould not be laid upon the firſt labours 
of the huſbandman, but on the ſurplus remaining, after 
he hath paid himſelf for his expences. Undoubtedly 
all this had been ſaid long before; but the writers of the 
Encyclopedia have faid it over and over again, & and 
thus it is, and no otherwiſe, that opinions are eſtabliſſi- 
ed.f But the government, which affected ignorance of 
thoſe truths, conducted itſelf by contrary maxims; and 
it became a virtuous thing to enlighten and to animate 
one's fellow-citizens. 

In this manner were our ears accuſtomed to the ſweet 
and flattering ſound of the word liberty, and deſpotiſm 
had as yet no pretence far being enraged at it. A phi- 
loſopher worthy of the days of the Greeks and Romans, 
in whoſe ſchool he had been inſtructed, taught liberty 

to ſpeak a language more maſculine. 3 
. * * \ 0 au 


* Voltaire. 
' + Ontredites et r&peters. 

t Is not this an excellent anſwer to thoſe faſtidious minds, 
who are continually complaining of triteneſs ? It is worthy of 
remark, that thoſe are the moſt apt to lament the triteneſs of 
ideas, who never conceived a new idea in their lives. I inſiſt 
that this laſt is not a trite obſervation. Is it not time to invent 
for ſuch, a new form of prayer, inſtead of the pater nofter, which 
hath now been hackneyed for near 1800 years? . 

' 


- 
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Rouſſeau preſented to the veneration of exalted ſouls, 
to the love of ſouls endued with ſenſibility, that liberty 
whoſe image was engraved upon his heart. He pour- 
trayed her charms, and her enchanting enthuſiaſm, and 
her ſacred auſterities, and her everlaſting ſacrifices, Ne- 
ver did he ſeparate her image from that of virtue, with- 
out whom the exiſtence of liberty is but. tranſitory. At 
length he drew up her code in his Szcial Cintraft ;, and 
this immortal production fixed our ideas with reſpect to 
liberty. In that book was found the aſſemblage of thoſe 
principles, round which all gallant ſpirits came to ralſy: 
from that book were, one day, to be extracted thoſe 
principles, which, in 2 nations free, intended 
to eſtabliſh liberty upon a laſting foundation, and to 
conſecrate their rights to eternity. After Rouſſeau, 
Raynal thundered againſt all kinds of tyranny; he ar- 
raigned deſpotiſm at the judgment-ſeat of his fellow- 
citizens; breaking through every fetter, ſhaking off every 

oke, and boldly unmaſking every ſpecies of — 
he communicated to the age he lived in, his indigna- 
tion againſt tyranny. We have not yet. forgotten what 
was the effect of his productions, at a time hen deſpo- 
tiſm, doubly diſgraced by vice, ſeemed deſirous of me- 
riting abhorrence in every ſhape. Such was the diſpo- 
ſition of the public mind, when the crown of France 
deſoended to Louis XVI. 

His heart was good; he felt an attachment to his 
people, and a repugnance. to be a tytant, prooſs of 
which he hath ſhewn, as often as he hath ſpoken and 
acted for himſelf. From his youth he had declared his 
taſte for the. reformation « abuſes, and the. courtiers: 
trembled at the idea of it. But the cuſtom of the court 
of France was, to keep the heirs to the throne at a: dif-- 
tance. from all knowledge of affairs of ſtate, ꝓ in order 

| * to 


Strange it is, however, and truly to be lamented, that 
ſuch very able men, who faw into other «buſes with ſo pene- 
ou an eye, could not diſcriminate between the uſeleſs him- 
ber of religion, and the pure and ineſtimable ſpirit of Chtiſtia- 
nity. By a kind of infatuation, they all laboured to under- 
mine, what is the very cement of civil ſociety, 


+ Are there no other courts where this uſage is eſtabliſhed? | 


C 
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to impoſe on them the more eaſily, and to govern in 
their name. Such hath been the chief cauſe of the 
troubles which have afflicted Louis XVI. With proper 
inſtruction, he might have ſaved the ſtate; for he was 


naturally an exconomiſt, and it was to the depredations 


on the royal treaſury that the public indignation was 
principally directed. 
He wiſhed for counſellors ;- he ſought for them 
amongſt the friends of his father. He called Maurepas 
to the miniſtry, and imagined that he had ſummoned a 
ſage; becauſe he had ſummoned an old man; * but all he 
got was a veteran courtier, who had nothing elſe in 
view than to keep his power as long, and as quietly, as 
poſſible. - | h 

It muſt be obſerved; that through the whole courſe of 
his reign, Louis XVI. yielded conſtantly to what he be- 
keved to be the wiſh of the nation; arid, as every man 
in his conduct through life, is directed by ſome habitual 
idea, it may be ſaid, that the ep was always guided 
by the idea above- mentioned. He ſhewed it at the mo- 
ment of his acceſſion to the throne, by recalling the 
banifhed parliaments, and reverſing the vengeance of 


Maupeou. The parliaments were conſidered as a part 


of 'the nation, and, if not as her ſupport, at leaſt as her 
hope. Their feeble and uſeleſs, and often fallacious re- 
monſtrances, preſented at leaſt a barrier againſt that 
deſpotiſm, which had exhauſted the patience of every 
human being. Their baniſhment had, for three years, 
been the object of general attention, and given birth 
to a multitnde of publications upon government. It was 
impoſſible, with ſuch principles as had enlightened the 
preſent generation, that the rights of the people, and 


the duties of Kings, ſhould not have been examined into, 
| ſearched.to' the very bottom, publiſhed ; and that a mul- 


titude of men heaped together in a great city, where 
ideas can be ſo quickly communicated, ſhould not call 
on the name of liberty, that imperial and univerſal de- 
ſtroyer of abuſes. 

The 


8 | * Excellent. 


. + Souveraine deſtructriceę de tous les abus. 


C ty ) 
Tue abuſes in fad; Hill ſubſiſted. The King had 
dalled 1 to the Adminiſtration bf the Finances: 
this was confiding them to virtue. Trained to buſineſs 
ih the intendante of the Limouſin; he had there acquired 


one of thoſe ſolid repntations which infallibly attract 


eſteem, His genius, fertife in principles, led him to 
aggrandize Commerce by the aid of liberty, induſtry, 
by giving to every one the right to exerciſe it, agrieul- 
tures, by ſimplifying the taxes; he contributed to publis, 


comfort; by the rehef which he affotded the poorer claſs 


of citizens; and to the r of the general hyſtem 


of adminiftration, by popularity of the particular 


branches of it. Poſſeſſing a capacity which ſaw every, 


thing, and already perſuadetl of that important truth; of 


which the coriſtitutitig andy th convinced us, that. 
it was neceſſary to revonſtrutt the entire machine, he 


was deſirous bf doing every thing. He wak rep roacheld 


of fifty * 1 have bit Rag to live, W bs 
ot 


king behind mie unde. This was raiſing üp agalnſt 
himſelf that Erowd of perſons in credit, whoſe exiſtence 
depeiids upon the miſcries -of the public: foes appeared 
in evety quarter: he was obliged to retire. 


He was; ſucggedel by Vt. de Clugny, Vüg was ſuss 


eceded by M. Necker. His knowledge of political cco- 


nomy; and of finance; proclaimed him to the city of 


Paris; fot the Nation as yet knew him not. Paſſion- 


ately in love with glory, and with the public good, in 


which he placed that glory, he meditated plans of refor- 
mation ,and economy; which the devpuring diſſipation 


of the Court rendere, impraQticable. It hath ever been 
the honorable error of his heart, to put his truſt wo, 


virtue. But at length, whether it was that, the love of 
glory; with which his breaſt was animated, had con- 
* vineed him that nothing ſolid was to be obtained with- 


by the ation, againſt the active intrigues of courtiers, 


out the = eſteem, or that 5 wiſked to be ſupported. 
amidſt whom he was a ſtranger; he publiſhed his State- | 


ment of the condition of the Finances. His Co 


"__ protiiced the effect of a ſudderi light in the midſt 
f da 


rkneſs. The enthuſiim was uni verſal. The book 


paſſed through every hand; it was read in the villages 
wy rough overy hauls n 


Pe 


* 
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and hamlets. The reader ran through it with eager 
curioſity; he devoured thoſe ſt. ort pages in which tho 
3 ences and the reſources of France were at length 
Sorded. © We wetted with our tears thoſe pages which 
eſtizen. -minifter had imprinted with luminous fl 
rfortable, refleQions, and where he was turning all 
His attention to the proſperity of the French, with, a2 
ſenſibility 'deferving of their gratitude, The peopley 
bloſfed him as its Leck but all thoſe who ate nou-, 
riſbed by the abuſes in ſtate aftairs, formed a confede- 
rac againſt the man who ſeemed intent upon raviſhing 
thetr prey from them. We are indebted to him for ſome 
lappy | effays upon the proyintial adminiſtrations, which 
proved the truth of d' Argenſon's remark, that domeſtic 
affairs are never well oonucted, but when they, are in 
the hands of a citizen, *, But M. Necker had com ſed 
20 this ſubje&, a memorial intended for the King 
| alone, and which was - publiſhed, by the enemies, of that 
Miniſter ;. he there expoſed the. abuſes in the finances, 
the oppreſſive government of the intendents, the eſtrit. 
de corps of the parliaments. A hoſt. of enemies roſe. u 
azainft him. NI. de Maurepas, who had called in M. 
Necker, no longer affords him any ſupport. The latter, 
at length, tire? out by innumerable diſguſts, gave in 
his: reſignation. The Pioed rk of the ſtate reco- 
vered from their diſmay,” and the Court, relieved from 
all/ its rerrors, beheld, with a malignant joy, the depar- 
ture, of a Stateſman, for the loſs of whom the people 
ſhed-tears. Still uſeful in his retreat, he enlightened the 
public mind, though he could not govern the kingdom, 
and. pupliſhed his celebrated work on the Adminiſtration 
of the Finances. This book, perhaps, did more good 
nana” long and wiſe adminiſtration ; for it ſpread” 
knowledge" far and wide, and ſowed the ſeeds of the 


preſent patric tiſm. 


"It vas ſtill a queſtion, wliether one man could cure 
the maladies of the inte? Foreigners, to whom our Re- 
vblutiem hath been repreſented as the blunder of a capri- | 
cioys people,” are ignorant of the deep wounds with 


which the entire body politic was covered. There is 
* ty 0 
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Is hot Sully, however, an exception ? 
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no perſon. in Europe who does not know, that, of all 
the kingdoms which compoſe it, that of France was 
the worlt governed. But this idea, ſo vague, when it 
ſtrikes one only at a diſtance, could not fall of ſenſibly 
affecting a nation which had ſuffered ſo long. The no- 


tion that our maladies were incapable of remedy, and 


that no human hand could cure them, added keenly to 
the general grief: we ſaw ourſelves plunged in a guiph 
of debts and publie engagements, the intereſt alone o 
which abſorbed the third part of the revenue, and which 


far. from being put into a courſe of liquidation, were 


continually A. by loans and anticipations. 
Theſe antrcipations, practiſed no where but in France, 
are the ſcience of ruining a ſtate, by eating up its reve- 
nues beforehand, like a thoughtleſs young man, who 
hath no concern about the future. France had, doubt- 
leſs, great reſources z but it was an additional circum- 
ſtance of grief, to think that they were uſeleſs: for it 
would have been neceſſary to begin by certain projects 


of- œconomy, in order to come at the moment when we 


might live on our own revenues. But the Court would 
not hear of œconomy; there, pomp was become a ne- 
eeſſary of life ; there, an opinion always prevailed, that 
the magnificence of the Court is the eſſential eharacter- 
iſtic of a great people. Every branch of the Adminiſ- 
tration, went upon the ſame lofty notion ; that is, every. 
agent of duthority conſidered himſelf obliged to incur 
prodigious expences : they might well have been tiled 
the Satraps of the Great King. The pomp of the 
Court of Louis XIV. was Sony when compared 
to the prodigality of Louis XV. and his ſucceſſcr, Care- 
lefſneſs with regard to the future prevented. them from 
- inquiring whenee ſo much money came, and. what it 
coſt the people to pay it, and how ſuch vaſt expences 
could be continued, or how deplorable would be the, 
general wretchedneſs, when it ſhould become a matter 
of impoſſibility to provide for even what was neceſſary. 
The ſtate was reduced to. expedients ; for loans, and 
anticipations, and arbitrary impolts, are nothing elſe but 
expecients, | 1 2 

| C 2 Meanwhile, 
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Meanwhile, the affairs of the royal revenue were be- 
come fo much entangled, that no perſon could untra vel 
them. Under thirty ſucceſſive miniſters, the Court, ever 
craving and ever poor, had mvented new refources. To 
imagine a new tax was confidered as a ſtreke of genius, 
and the art of diſguiſing it ſhewed the adroitneſs of the 
financier. We had already imported from Italy, under 
the auſpices of our regents of the houſe of Medieis, the 
celebrated reſource of farming out the taxes, the ſcience 
of which conſiſts in giving as little as yon can to the 
ſtate, in order to levy as much as you can upon the 
people. The ſale of offices and commiſſions was like- 
wiſe a tax levied upon pride and upon folly ; their num- 
ber increaſed every day. It is neceffary to acquaint fo- 
reigners into whoſe hands this brief and rapid tuſtory 
may fall, that, among us, was fold the exeluſi ve right 
of exercifing fuch or fuch profelſidns, and that this right 


became = title. Patents were made out for carrying on 


the trade of peruke-maker, of à coal-meter, of a 
fearcher of hog's tongues; and theſe callings became 
' | "IT * 4. 

exclufive; they were termed privileges. The rieh pur- 
chaſed them as a ſpeculation, and fold them to advan- 
tage. A certain financier had, in his port-feho, thirty 
patents for peruke- makers, whith were bought of him 
at a high price, by perfons dwelling in the remoteſt pro- 


vinces. Beſides that, this low kind of ſpeculation 


changed the character of a people, where every thing, 
even to honour, was become venal, theſe new- ereated 
offices were al ſo many indirect taxes; for the purchaſer 
never failed to make the public reimburſe him. It was 
injurious to induſtry, fince; in order to exereiſe a pro- 
feſbon, it was not neceſſary to have talents for it, but to 
be either rich already, or to borrow in order to become 
rich. In fine, it was an additional burthen to the ſtate, 
which paid the ſalary or the intereſt of every office that 
was fold. The number of them was enormous. A per- 
ſon who was employed to count them, and who grew 
weary of the taſk, ventured to eſtimate them at above 
three: hundred thouſand. Another calenlated, that in 


| the ſpace of two centuries, the people had been bur- 


thened with, more than a hundred millions of new taxes, 
ſolely for the purpoſe of paying the intereſt of thoſe 
} | offices. 


| 
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offices. This was evident, when. the Conſtituting Aſ- 
ſembly, always aus deep, and deflroying each abuſe 
at the very root, decreed the reimburſement of offices, 
Every day new 22 were ſeen ſtarting from obſcu- 


rity 3 ſors it was foreſeen, that it would * 5 
to liquidate them, except in the courſe o 


Whatever could be gonſidered as of any 1 
in the kingdom, exiſted by this venaſity, fince every thing 
had deen ſold. Each day new impoſts, which were 
| maſked under the name of rights, although nothing 
could have been leſs Hehe, and more iniquitous, fell fud- 
denly upon ſome object of — arid diſarranged the 
fortunes of thoſe who owed their livelihood to their la- 
bour. This branch of the revenue had alſo its peculiar 
myſteries, Which were known to none but the initiated; 
and the people ſtill continued to pay. But, by the long 
duration, and the accumulation of thefe abuſes, there 
was formed in the heart of the nation, a ſecond nation, 
particular and privifeged ; it was a confederacy of all 
thoſe whoſe life nd exiſtence depended upon ths abnſes. 
This new nation lived at the expence of the old one. 
But its inevitable obalition obſtructed every project of 

teformation: the Miniſter who ſhould have attempted it 
would have been ſoon diſplaced. M. Turgot, who 
wiſhed to do it all at onde, was decried, and obliged 
to retire, M. Necker deſired to take his time, and 

work inſenſibly ; but a peaceful adminiſtration of fifty 
years, without wars, and without wants, would — 
E inſufficient for the undertaking. So prod 
an attempt was above the means and iter o any 
ſingle perſon; nothing but the entire nation could 5 
— to a deed ſo bold; and we have all ſeen. what dan- 
gers were incurred by the Conſtituting Aſſembly, and 
by the public intereſts, in ſo-awful and a ag a a thock. 
In fact, what an aſtoniſhing combination would a Miniſ- 
ter, nay a Monarch, have had to combat ! Sixty thouſand 
nobles, poſſeſſed of all the connections of the feudal 
ſ dem. and that hoſt of dependents. which was fed by 
: thoſe of, the military profeſſion, all noble, or, 
what is (till worſe, preten end to nobility: a hundred 


thouſand privileged perſons, al cs to ſupport their 


uch an —_— two 


prerogative of not * 71 
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hundred thouſand prieſts, very unequal indeed as to in» 
come, but all united in one common ſyſtem, forming 
but one whole, directing at their pleaſure the women 
and the rabble, and accuſtomed, for a thouſand years, to 
_ govern the empire by opinion and by prejudices; ſixty 
thouſand perſons leading a monaſtic life, and many of 
whom ſtill powerfully influenced that world which they 
had made a ſolemn vow to renounce ; the farmexs-gene- 
ral, all the agents of the revenue, -with their army of - 
fif:y thouſand men, and that multitude of perſons: in 
office, even in the moſt inconſiderable towns, and their 
families and their friends : finally, all thoſe belonging ta 
the long rohe, thoſe parliaments, rivals of kings, that 
is to ſay, of their power, protecting or ſacrificing the 
ple for their own aggrandizement, and who, from 
being judges, aſpired to become legiſlators; the inferior 
courts, which were in ſubordination to the parliaments ; 
and that ſwarm of practitioners, who, all taken toge- 
ther, levied a tax upon the kingdom which the imagina- 
tion is afraid to calculate. This formidable maſs of men 
was in poſſfſion of all France; they held her by a thou- 
ſand chains; they formed, in a body, what was termed 
la haute nation; all the reſt was the people. Theſe are 
the perſons whom we have ſince ſeen uniting their 
voices and their clamours againſt the National Aſſembly, - 
becauſe, with a reſolution and a courage unexampled, it 
hath ſuppreſſed all the abuſes on which they depended 
for their exiſtence. © | 5 | 
The reformation of the finances, then, was a taſk 
impoſſible to one man alone; all that he could attempt, 
was to adminifter them, which, in tke preſent penury 
of the ſtate, was nothing more than the art of in vent- 
ing ſuch refources as were leaſt alarming, M. Joly de 
Fleury; who ſucceeded M. Necker, invented the ten ſou; 
four iure, and ſome duties of the cuſtoms at Paris. 
M. d'Ormeſſon came next, and brought with him into 
the miniſtry only yirtues that were uſeleſs, and reaped 
no other harveſt than that general eſteem which accom- 
anied him at his difmiſſion, and which he hath ever 
knee referyed. At _ the direction of affairs was 
transferred to M. de Calonne. 


Public 
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Public opinion. was not with him. Nevertheleſs,” that TOE 


claſs of men who are ſo ready to repoſe truſt in others, 
and who ſtand in need of hope and of deception, fondly. 
flattered themſelves that this Miniſter would ſnatch us 

from the abyſs, into which we were on the point of 
deſcending. The f::ſpictus and clear- ſighted foreſaw 

that he would ruin France. However, he talked, at 

the outſet, in ſo bold a ſtrain, that the eyes of Bey 

one were dazzled. None ever united more daringneſs 
with a greater ſtock of abilities; he poſſeſſed, over and 
above, the talent of pleaſing and ſeducing : this, in 
France, and' particularly at Court, was a merit of the 
firſt magnitude. But that avaricious and ſelf-intereſted 
Court deſired nothing of the Miniſter, but complaiſance 
and gratifications ; perhaps it was gratified beyond its 
hopes. Not a ſingle ſolicitation was left unattended to 

nothing was talked of but penſions and douceurs. Ram- 

bouillet was -purchaſed for the King, and Saint Cloud 
for. the Queen: the Miniſter exchanged or mortgaged 
the domains of the Crown. Loans proved all- ſufficient; 
and the new Director of the Finances, promiſing to 

clear off all our debts in the courſe of twenty years, 
. found-preſent-reſources in our future expectations. Li- 
quidat ing the debts of the Princes, paying the creditors 
of the ſtate beforehand, encouraging uſeful and brilliant 

undertakings, were the- means employed by this ready 
genius for continuing the infatuation.  'Never had the 
Court enjoyed more delicious times; ſor it was the Court 
which conſumed the choiczft portion of the public pro · 
perty.. Accordingly, its entertainments and prodigality 
exc2eded every thang which can be ſaid upon that fub- 
xa. The Court amuſed itſelf, and the people was 
ruined. But there is, in ſtates addicted to borrowing, a 
Neret 1 — the reſult of the calculations formed by 
all who ſpeculate: upon Rate affairs, and that is, public 
credit : it is compaſed of the ſeveral portions of confi- 
dence ſupplied by each; it watches adminiſtration, pe- 
' netrates her deſigns, and gueſſes at her moſt ſeoret cogi- 
tations. Now, public credit was no more. Thoſe 
loans, ſo eaſiſy accompliſhed during the virtuons miniſtry, 
of M. Necker, could .no longer” be obtained under rhat 
of M. de Calonne. The taxes were now beyond all 
2 | 8 power 
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wer of augmentation; and the King affeQed 
derade of his people, pronounced chat Fe 
determined the æra of the Reyolution: I will kave 10 
more hans, nor taxes. 97. 


Then it was that M. de Calonne, overpowered wit 
the een fought, in his reſale and fruit- 


ful mind, means of; extricating himſelf. from em- 


Ln and of maintaining his credit. He was ſe- 
b cretly.” docupied, for ſeveral months, in in preparing pro- 


jede of reformation, in which ſome of the glaims of 
the pedple were allowed, and the clergy ſacrikced, and 
in drawing up accounts, wherein the enormity of the 


deficit, fell back upon his predeceſſors. Thus his glory 


was ſaved; and he thought to acquire new glory, by 


| endeavourin to perſuade the nation that he was the re- 


eneratot of. France. 


| But plans ſo very extenſive could not be executed 
by a miniſter. He was likewiſe aware, that if, alone 
and unaſſiſted, he preſented them to the public, he ſhould 
never be able ta cope with that innumerable hoſt: of ene- 
mies, which his projets of reformation would infallibly 

raiſe, againſt him. ' He conceived, therefore, the — 
of propping up his. ſchemes, in ſome meaſure, by the 
national inclination ;. and, unwilling to corivoke the 
States-General, the bare idea of which affrigheed- him, 

he determined on convening an Aſſembly: of Nitables; 
and at length laid his deſigns before the Sovereign. We 
you ae any erved, that Dons XVI. hath — been 

n 


eſirous of rende ring bis people bappy. He was dazzled 
—_ uſeful 2 ſuggeſted to him by the Mi- 


niſter; be even frequently” joined in the taſk, and took 


a pleaſure i in an employment, the thorns of 5 the 
dexterous courtier removed carefully out of ſigh 

King already conſidered the Arab of the - Hh 23 
the pureſt epjoyment which could be offered to a heart 


ſo well diſpoſed to be beneficent. At h he gave 
orders for convoking t the Aſſembly. * Be 2 


It is not poſſible to picture the ſurpriſe of the nation 
at this unexpected news, nor her indignation when ſhe. 
was — of the 8 of the . The mi- 


ies 


* „ 
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Meanwhile the Notables aſſembled. The Miniſter, 
when laying his plans before them, preſented them as 
ordets, which the Aſſembly had only to obey. He had 
ſuppoſed, nor was the ſuppoſition unlikely, that men 
| 44 of whom were titled, and all of whom had occa- 
ſion for the Court, and a nation accuſtomed to bow 
down, would not recoil at the King's orders, and that 
they would conſider it as a mark of honour,. to have 
acted à part in this great ſcene. He reckoned hkewiſe 
upon the influence of the people, to which the ſuppref- 
ſion of ſome ruinous taxes, and the humiliation of the 
dignified clergy, could not fail of being agreeable. He 
was in hopes alſo, that this ſame influenee would ope- 
rate upon the Parliaments, who would not dare to make 
oppoſition to the taxes which he propoſed, leſt t 
ſhould forfeit the good opinion of the public, which 
conſtituted their whole ſtrength. Finally, he reckoned 
upon the aſſiſtance of the King, who appeared to be 
much attached to his projects, and upon that of the 
Queen and of the Princes, to all of whom he had ren- 
dered ſo great ſervices. He had, moreover, diſpoſed the 
different - bureaux of the Notables in ſuch a manner, as to 
ſecure a ſuperior influence for himſelt. 

Theſe calculations were every one oyerturned. The 
character of immprality annexed to the name of M. de 
Calonne, inſpired à general ſuſpicion of his deſigns. 
They were uſeful, they were expreſſive of the national 
with ; and, nevertheleſs, the nation rejected them, be- 
cauſe they came from him.* The taxes, which were 
to compenſate for what his œconomy cut away, were 
voted cafamities ; it was perceived, in the analyzing his 
poets that money, after all, was what he wanted. 

financial operations were of too recent a date, to 
admit of not imputing ſome of the deficit to himſelf; 
He had accuſed M. Necker, who thought it incumbent 
on him to anſwer the charge; and M. Necker was ſent 
wy a = © I 

* Excellent —We have ſeen diſappointments of the like 
nature in this kingdom, 8 n 
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into exile.” This nn act drew upon the Miniſter 


univerſal dium. The Notables, on their part, were de- 
ſirous of ſecing and knowing every thing ; beſides. that 
their glory was intereſted, and that they were ſenſible of 
being overlooked by an enlightened and anxious nation; 
every Aſſembly which repreſents, or is ſuppofed to repre- 
ſent, the nation, reſpects its own dignity, and under- 
ſtands the full extent of its rights. They were deſirous 
of coming to the point, and of inquiring into the cauſe 
of the At. M. de Calonne made no other anſwer, 
than that it was the pleaſure of the King ; 
mult pay obedience to it. He was direQtly charged with 
having exchanged the royal domains, and with.feveral 
miſdemeangurs in his financial operations; and, what- 
ever addreſs be diſplayed in his different anſwers, the 
tergiverſations which he neceſſarily practiſed, were dail 
diminiſhing his credit. He ſucceeded, however, in dif. 
miſſing M. de Miromeſnil, then Keeper of the Seals, 
and in ſubſhtuting in his room, M. de Lamoignon, the 
adverſary of the —— He wiſhed to avail him- 
ſelf of the enmity of M. de Lamoignon to that body, 
in caſe they ſhould imitate the reſiſtance of the Nota- 
bles. Maſter of the King's favour, whom he had be- 
witched, at firſt, by the charms of his converſation, 
and afterwards. by the apparent. utility of his ſchemes, 
he ſuffered none to approach that monarch, and repre- 
ſented to him the oppoſition which he himſelf experi- 
enced, as the effect of x particular intereſts, One enem 
yet remained, and that enemy was M. de 8 
whom the aſtoniſhing aſcendency of M. de Calonne had 
deprived of the King's favour, but who enjoyed the 
protection of the Queen. M. de Calonne attempted to 
diſplace him, and was ruined. The Queen abandoned 
the Director of the Finances. All joined in undeceiv- 
ing the King, with reſpect to the perfidy of his Mi- 
niſter; and M. de Calonne was diſgraced. Upon this, 
he gave way to tranſports of the moſt furious deſcrip- 
tion; as he fled to his eſtate, he was a witneſs on the 
way, to the indignation which purſued him; and, his 
malverſations having been laid before the . 
| tne 
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' the dread of a decree compelled him to quit the king - 
dom. n | HE hoy 
The Notables were diſſolved. They carried into their 
reſpective provinces their perſonal diſcontent, infbrma- 
tion which had never before come to light, and certam 
ſeeds of liberty, which were to bloſſom in the courſe of 
time. Even their inſufficiency for functions of ſo high 
a. nature, and for which they had had no lawful. commul- 
ſion, (for there can be no. ſuch commiſſion, unleſs it orj- 
ginate with the people) proclaimed every where this 
truth, that it was not in the power of particular perſons . 
to find a cure for ſo many maladies. It was well known, 
that M. de Calonne had rejected with diſmay, the idea 
of eonvoking the Statcs-General ; and all enlightened 
men agreed, that they were become unavoidable. Go- 
vernment, however, fought, for ſome time longer, with 
ill fortune, and wreſtled with its own inabilility. A man, 
who, for ſome years, had direQed a part of the revenues 
of a province, imagined that he could ſave an empire 
overwhelmed. Ambitious beyond the meaſure of his ta- 
lents, amiable, but weak, more ingenious than clear, 
more confident than reſolute, M. de Brienne, who, all 
his life had been aſpiring to the miniſtry, by the under- 
hand methods which lead to that fituation, had foreſeen 
the fall of M. de Calonne, and had the fortune to ſuc- 
ceed him. The nation once more began to entertain 
fome hope. But the new Miniſter, . who had come 
without plan, and who was hurried along by a torrent, 
which was carrying all before it, could do no more than 
quaſh the projets propoſed by his predeceſſor, and adopt 
his impoſts under forms ail more diſaſtrous, Upon 
this, the indignation became general. Paris now, for 
the firſt time, diſplayed thoſe ſymptoms of energy, the 
conſequences of which were foreſeen by the clear- ſighted. 
'The Government on its part, was deſirous of being 
obeyed.. The Parliament, eſteeming this to be a favour- 
able opportunity for juſtifying the appellation of Father 
of the People, which it uſed as a veil to its particular 
ambition, made ſome remonſtrances ; and the Court, hav- 
ing determined the King to hold a bed of juſtice, for the 
N purpoſe 
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purpoſe of compelling the Parliament to enregiſter cer- 
tain impoſts, the latter thought fit to cut the Gordian 
| knot; that body declared, that it had no right to enre- 
giſter impoſts, to which the nation had not given her 
conſent, and demanded the convocation of the States- 
General. At theſe terrible words, the Government was 
diſconcerted. Paris gave a looſe to the moſt lively joy; 
4 3 ſpirit of r now animated ＋ nation; and 
the Parliament, exalted to the pinnacle o „ became 
dhe ideal of the people of France. . 
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N-demandiag the convocation of the States - General, 
1e Parliament had yielded to the opinion of the pub- 
lic. None could know that opinion better, ſince that body 
inoeſſantly ſtudied it, as a ſupport to their own authority. 
Several of the members, the young magiſtrates particu-. - 
larly, had a real affection for liberty: they were ſincere 
in demanding the oonvocation of the States-General : 
but. the old magiſtrates had no other view in it, than the 
increaſe of their own power; nay, it was the only mean 
which they could deviſe; for the nation no longer ima- 
gined, either that the Parliaments had a right to hold 
their Kings in a ſtate of pupillage, or that they were 
the States-General reduced to an inferior footing. Theſe 
old men fancied, that they who had demanded the con- 
vocation of the States-General, were to play the chief 
part in that aſſembly, and that they ſhould enter it ac- 
companied by all the confidence of the people. 


No ſooner had the word been uttered, and the States- 
General demanded by the Parliament, and promiſed by 
the King, than the events followed cloſe, and crowded 
one upon another. While the nation was occupied 
with the delightful idea of a regeneration, which hence- 
forward was to ſhelter her from tyranny, they who were 
in the habit of exerciſing dominion over her, were in- 
tent npon the means of preſerving their empire. But 
the impoſing Coloſſus of public majeſty was increaſing ; 
every day, and at her feet was fucceſlively cruſhed, every 
part of that fantaſtic ſyſtem of authority, which, for 
ſo long a time, had afflicted her with. the moſt imperj- 
ous domination. 


And now none performed his duty, becauſe none had 
really the publig good at heart. It was neceſſary to fave 


the 
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the State, and each was attentive to nothing but his own 
intereſt. The Court wiſhed to deſtroy the Parliaments, 
and the Parliaments wiſhed to counteract the Court. M. 
de Lamoignon was meditating their humiliatien; M. de 
Brienne felt a wiſh to be firſt miniſter; and, while ſo 
many indecent ſcenes were exhibited in this ſtormy the- 
atre, the people ſaw with indignation that it was ſacri- 
. ficed continually to the intereſts and to the diſputes of 

the great. 8 | 
The Court baniſhed the Parliament to Troyes. That 
body redeemed its exile by regiſtering the prolongation of 
the deuxteme vingtieme, and thus difptayed the exaft mea- 
ſure of its patriotiſm. Meanwhike, amidſt theſe diffe- 
rences amongſt thoſe who were contending for authority, 
the want of money was continually and ſeverely felt. 
The adverſe parties 'equally acknowledged the neceſſity 
of providing it; and as that was the ſource of the inqui- 
etude of the people, and, conſequently, of its courage, 
thiy who wiſhed to enſlave the people, thought it ne- 
ceſlary to enter into a kind of trace with it. A ſucceſ- 
five loan was agreed upon, between the miniſtry and 
ſeveral members of the Parliament, and it was to be ra- 
tified in a ſeance reyale, which was another point agreed 
upon. But each authority came thither with its parti- 
cular pretenſions; the Parliament with the notion of a 
plurality of ſuffrages, the Keeper of the Seals with the 
idea of having the affair cnregiſtered, without telling the 
votes, although he might have had a majority. The 
magiſtrates took fire; ſome amongft them. aſſerted their 

retenſions with great vigour, ſupporting them with the 
intereſt of the people. M. d'Crleans aſked the King, 
whether he was holding a bed of juſtice, and entered 
his proteſt againſt ſuch arbitrary proceedings! The 
King, alternately affected by the eloquent harangues of 
ſome amongſt 3 and with the mult which 
he conceived to be offered to his authority, experienced 
in his breaſt the tumult of confliting pallions. The 
loan did not take place; but M. d'Orleans was batiiſhed, 
as were alſo M. Freteau and M. Sabbatier, both of whom 
had ſpoken with much courage. EPR 


Although 
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. 8 Parliament kad ſtill leſs right to cnſent 
8 er the nation, than the Government had to 
order them, that body became the object of the publio 
gratitude. Thoſe arbitrary acts of power, cauſed certain 
of the magiſtrates to be conſidered as ſo many martyrs 5 
and the people became attached to thoſe ho had been 
ſufferers in its cauſe. Beſides, the Parliament was, at 
that time, the only barrier againſt deſpotiſm; we did not 
place our reliance on it, but we gave it our ſupport. 
The Government did nothing but commit-blufſders. 
It was at this time concentered in the perſons of two 
miniſters, Me de Brienne, become  Archbithop of Sens, 
and the Keeper of the Seals. The former was prime 
miniſter, and excluſively enjoyed the confidence of his 
Sovereign; the ſecond was obliged to uſe the aſſiſtance 
of the uy in order to be enabled to overpower the 
Parliaments. They united their projects, as they had 
united their ſtrength: M. de Lamoignon aimed two 
blows againſt the magiſtracy, which blows he conſidered 
as terrible; one was, the creation of a numbet of grand 
baliwieks, a meaſure calculated to diminiſh the juriſdic- 
tion, the credit, and the profits of the Parliaments; the 
other was, the reformation 'of the criminal laws. The 
people, particularly in the provinces, muſt have locked 
upon theſe alterations with pleaſure. M. de Lamoignon 
laboured at this object, and cauſed others to labour at it, 
with a canſtancy pecuhar to his character. Some ſhort- 
ſighted perſon propcſed, at the ſame time, to M. de 
Etienne, ibe project of the cor plenifre, where the edits 
were to be enregiſtered. This court- was an aſſemblage, 
without any leading principle, of -princes, peers, ma- 
giſtrates, and military men; and theſe, it was imagined 
could. be advantageouſly introduced in the place of the 
Parliaments, with which the ancient kings cf:this reaim 
had been encompoſſed. This was another blow aimed 
at the megiſtracy.- The Keeper of the Seals, who! had 
been adverſe to the project, was obliged to yield to the 
a ſoendency of M de Brienne, for whoſe aſſiſtance he 
had very great occaſion. D 
The Parliament had forfeited the public eſteem; by 


oppoſing the eſtabliſhment cf the Provincial Aſſemblies, 
and 


and the edit in favour of the Proteſtants, which the 
Parliatnent itſelf had patronized but ten years befbre, 
and which it was determined now to di ſoountenance, be- 
_ cauſe it was propoſed by Mi. de Lamoignon. The Court 
reſtored the magiſtracy to favour. The harſh deſigns of 
M. de Lamoignon, and the extravagant idea of the cou 
fltniere +gave occaſion to this alteration. Some gra 
movements were made a little before the commencement 
of the month of May 1788 : the edits were to be pre- 
ſented ta all the Parliamentss of the kingdom, on one 
and the Tame day, in order to prevent their coalition: 
"Preparations were made for a forcible diſplay of power, 
and every one expected ſome important event. This 
event was partly foreſeen, The deſigns and the hatred 
of M. de Lameignon were notorious. The Parhament 
had made ineffectual remonſtrances ; the queſtion was, 
not 10 much to divine the project, as to its full 
ſcope and deſtination. M. ꝙ Eſpremeſnil found it out: 
he ſpared. no expence to, procure a copy of the edicts, 
which were then ,in the preſs ; he divulged the ſecret, 
inflamed. the Parliament, and prevailed upon the Peers: 
and the Parliaments of the kingdom, to bind themſelves 
by an oath not to regiſter the edits. Upon this, he 
and one of his colleagues were condemned to a glorious 
baniſhment.* The temple of juſtice was violated by an 
armed force, and two. thouſand men were employed to 
carry off two magiſtrates in the preſence of the indig-, 
Theſe meaſures were ill adapted to obtain a favoutable 
reception, for the cour piſniere and the bailiwicks, Theſe 
two projects deſtroyed each other: the firſt was over- 
w with public contempt z the ſecond fourid a 
powerful confederac / in the long robe; ſo that a. general 
combination was formed againſt the two minifters. The 
minds of men wete elevated, in proportion to the humi- 
liation which had been prepared for them. Theſe great 
outtages committed againſt juſtice and good ſenſe, ap- 
peared in the eyes of the nation, an outrage aghinſt her- 
ſelf. It was with difficulty that ſhe compreherided how 
the government could thus ſhameleſsly ſport with public 
' | | opinion, 
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opimdon, and place itſelf abovè the judgment of à whole 
people. er go v1 fs > 5 ow” = . 
| - But thiy anxiety had no, trference whatſoever to the 
people. We _ have rage ſeen, that all thoſe, who, 
were the actors in ſuch violent and indecent ſbenes, had 
no ether object than the preſervation or the augmenta- 
tion of their own power. If the States-General were 
ſtill talked! of, it was only with a view of putting off 
their convocation ; and, nevertheleſs, every day the ne- 
cefſity for ſuch an aſſembly, became more and more 
obſervable. The government in want of money, had 
no longer the courage even to think of aſking for any. 
The miniſters, by proſtituting the royal aur 1 
their quarrels, had in ſome meaſure annthilated it, ſince 
they had rendered it contermptible ; and the King, who 
wiſhed and intended to do good, was condemned to the 
wretched ſtate of being ſublervient to the paſſions of his 
Then it was, that the ficſt miniſter, without money, 
without means, without credit, doing nothing, and 
thinking nothing, abandoned that authority which had 
already abandoned him. He reſigned; and. the ſecond 
dee he eonferted on us, after that of his reſignation, 8 
was his adviſing the King to recall M. Necker. 
M. de Lamoignon alſo offered to reſign. The Court 
would gladly have retained him, but then it never would 
have been at peace with the Parliament. Abotordingly 
he delivered up the ſeals, and, in his retreat, to which 
he had always looked forward, diſplayed the greateit- 
degree of fortitude He reticed from public buſineſs, 
beloved by a family which he himſelf loved, and by his 
friends; who adhered to him notwithſtanding his dif- 
grace. | BELA Wt 
Amidſt this confuſion between the power and the ig⸗ 
norance of a veak miniſtry, France, terrified at the 
abyſs which had been dug under her feet, no longer knew 
upon whom the was to reſt her hopes of ſa&ty. The 
conduct of the Court had been like that of a cholerie 
man, who finds himfelf in the wrong; it had ſtruck at 
every thing that oppoſed its inclinations. The magif- 
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tracy, to a man, had been outraged, the deputies of, 
Bretagne put in irons; and the citizens of Paris, who, 
had expreſſed the public joy, by burning the two miniſ- 
ters in effigy, had been dehvered up to the troops, and 
trampled by the cavalry. A depredatory government 
beoome tyrannical, and, at length, irthuman, ſtained the 
ſtreets of the cipitat with blood, and ſent terror into 
n Ft neces 

Theſe exceſſes, committed. by irritated ignorance, 
taught the people, the dreadful leſſon of avenging itſelf 
by. blood, The kingdom was in an univerſal ferment, 
and every, thing foreboded, an approaching inſurrection. 
The States-General, fo often//pramiſed, were now de- 
manded with double clamour, ag the laſt reſource of an 
oppreſſad and impoveriſhed, nation. At the extremity, 
of the empire, a province, ſince ſo celebrated, claimed 
aloud its b rights, and the rights of 2 whole people. 
It demonſtrated, by regular preparations for reſiſtance, 
that the moment arrives at laſt, when, the people, out- 
raged and deſpiſcd, becomes weary of its miſeries. Al- 
ready had the ſoldiery and the citizens of Grenoble an- 
nounced, face to face; à ſcenè of blood and flaughter, 
ler intelſigence was received of the reſignation of the 
miniſters, and of the recal of; M. Necker. That inſtant 
the weapons drop from the kands of the citizens, who 
throw themſclves” into the arms of the ſoldiers; and 
both parties, amidſt mutual embraces, give a looſe to 
the moſt lively joy, and to all the dehciouſneſs of hope, 


The expeckations of the nation were now univerſally 


turned towards KI. Necker, as we wait for the beams of 


the ſan, afrer'a long and difaſtrons tempeſt. It was for 
him alone to enlighten, at length, the diſmal gloom of 
adlminiſtration, to re-attimate internal confidenee, to 
provide for immediate expences, for which there were 
no funds, and to re-eſtabliſh our credit amoneſt foreign 
erz. The Court itſelf was fo convinced of this, that 
the Archbiſhop. of Sens, the Queen, and the Count 
4 Artis, , adviſed the King to recal M. Necker. No 
more than five hundred thouſand livres were found in 
the royal treaſuty: the -new!manifter, raiſed inſtantly ſe- 
veral wilkons for uygent cceaſions, and ſought reſources 


which. 
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which might not infringe upon the rights. of the Sates · 
General, the convocation of which appeared to him 
indiſpenſable, By his 2dvice the exiled magiſtrates were 
recalled, the parliaments reſtored to the exerciſe. of their 
ſunctions, the priſons throw open, and whatever re- 
mained of the operations of the two laſt miniſters was 
entirely ſuppreſſed and effaced. Above all, the general 
with of the nation was attended to; and the conyoca- 
tion of the Stat6s-General determined on. In this man- 
ner did M. Necker prepare for the empire of liberty 
while, by his care, he protected it from the horrors © 
impen : + famine. 0. 1 f , * ——9 f 
Then appeared, in broad day, thoſe pretenſions, 
which, ſincée, have proved the ſource of ſuch bitter diſ- 
cord. The people, the nation, thoſe who have reco- 
| vered the title of citizens, demanded States-General, 
which ſhould not be vain and illuſrve, like thoſe of 
which hiſtofy made mention. And for the fame reaſon, 
they who dreaded that majeſtic and incommenſurable 
power, of à great nation thus eſſembled, they who had 
retarded its con vocation, they who had pretended. to 
with for it, and all thoſe ſervile beings, long acouſtomed 
to the yoke df all ſorts of oppreſſive uſuges, were deſi- 
rous of States-General, ſimilar to thoſe which had ſat in 
1614. The Parliament, in particular, which began to 
foreſee its ature inſignificance, when compared to fo 
great, à power, d creed that the States-General could be 
.convoked in no other form: it recollected, that the Par- 
liament had played a part upon that cecaſion, * This 
pretenſion to regulate the proceſs of the national autho- 
rity, enticely ruined thoſe magiſtrates in the public eſli- 
mation. ni fd 2 

But the Third Eſtate, that immenſe portion of an 
enlightened and celebrated nation, that maſs of men who 
really and truly did compoſe the nation, took fire at be- 
ing aſſimilated to the Commons, newly enfranchiſed in 
the reign of Philip le Bel, and at the attempt to reſtrict 
them; in 1788, to forms eſtabliſhed for the clowns, and 
demi- ſlaves, of 1302. In fact, it was worth while to 
feel, that the human ſpecies had acquired dignity. 


D 2 M. Necker 
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M. Necker, not deeming it proper for the council to 
decide, amidſt theſe oppoſite pretenſtons, the multitode 
of queſtions; relative to the convecation of the States- 
General, again aſſembled the Notables, for the purpoſe 
of conſulting them. They had deſerved well of their 
country; and he preſumed, from their former firmneſs, 
in favour of their future impattiality. . 

Meanwhile, the provinces, in a ferment, gave a looſe 
to all thoſe emotions, which. were excited in every 
' heart, by a ſenſe of the nation's miſeries, by indigna- 
tion at the outrages which ſhe had ſuffered from a hoſt of 
tyrants, and by the hope of a better order of things. 
ſplendid example was given to them by Dauphiny. Af- 
ter courageouſiy . | of deſpo- 


— 


ing the bloody menaces 
tifar, that province boldly planned the rayon of 
the whole kingdom. It had loft its Aſſembly of States, 
that phantom of liberty in an empire which was abſo- 
lute,” and it demanded to have Its Aſſembly of States 


again, The three orders united, after having collected 


tſicit ſtrength, obtained from government permiſſion to 
Hold a legal aſſembly. * And now wiſdom, that enlight- 
ener of the brave, preſided in all their deliberations ; and 
they drew, for their own particular States, à plan, 
. which was deemed capable of ſerving as a model ſor all 
the other provinces, and as the elements of a National 
Aſſembly. *'Thus' did Dauphiny excite the admiration, 
And the emulation of the whole: kingdom. In ſpite of 
the prohibitions of the agents of the Court, the three 
orders, met together in various places, and there com- 
poſted. 'affemblics. © But it was principally in the Pays 
ttats,” that the firſt impuſſe was communicated. Ver- 
ſailles ſaw, with ſurprize, deputies arriving from Pre- 
tagne, from Langnedoc; from Vivarais, from Velay ; 
and, what was beſt of all, for the firſt time w as heard 
there that maſculine ſtyle of liberty, which Makes def- 
potiſm lower her tone. The manner in which theſe de- 
puties were received, and the accounts which they gave 
of that reception to their provinces, augmented the- in- 
dignation and the energy of the people. | 


At the ſame time, and as a conſequence of the pro- 
greſs of knowledge in that Third Eſtate, to degrade 
: 7 SS which 
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which ſo many efforts had been made, and to deſpiſe 
which its enemies affected, a multitude of men of letters 


reminded it of its rights. Some, aſcending to the very - 


origin of the monarchy, traced, in characters of fire, 
the imperceptible march of deſpotiſm, the abſolute power 
of twenty tyrants, and the progreſſive dation of the 
nation, Others found, in the hiſtory of the States-Ge- 
neral, a ſeries of evidences of the national authority, 
and proved that the nation is the ſovereign, Many, 
mounting till higher, and climbing even to the primi- 
tive and impreſeriptibſe rights of nations, demonſtrated 
to every mind, that it is abſurd to invoke abuſes impro- 
perly termed uſages, in preſence of a people which is 
in a condition to claim its rights. They all agreed, 
that there was but one opportunity for recovering our 
liberty ; that, ſhould we ſuffer it to eſcape, we muſt be 
pronounced unworthy of it; and that the d-ficit was the 
ſalvation of France. The writings of the fage Mably 
were, in particular, ſpread abroad; Mably, who, at a 
time when truth took refuge in the cloſets of men of 
letters, had foreſeen, predicted, and, in a manner, or- 
dered the States-General. His book became the cate- 
chiſm of the French. A confiderable number of mili- 
tary officers, who had- aſſiſted at the revolution of the 
United States, had brought home with them an indelible 
remembrance of the charms of equality and liherty, 
which they had beheld in a nation of brothers. Theſe 
men, who were all nobles had learned to judge of the 
vanity of ſuch a title, when compared to that of citizens, 
Paris was a very refervoir* of knowledge. That city 
abounded in well-informed perſons, with whoſe influ- 
ence the government, ſtill blind, was unacquainted, or 
elſe that government was incapable of arreſting it. The 
circles, the ſocieties, which, within theſe few years, have 
been formed in imuation of the Engliſh clubs, ſpoke of 
liberty, as if ſhe were already their own. There was one 
fociety in particular, which met at the houſe of a young 
magiſtrate, who. hath. ſince had a great ſhare in accom- 
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pliſhing the revolution. It maintained an active correſpon- 
dence —_— the kingdom, and contributed, by diſ- 
ſeminating ſimultaneous ideas, to pave the way for ſimul- 
taneous inclinations and exertions. In fine, E people, 
which is ingenſed at public evils, becauſe it ſupports the 
entire weight of them, endured with indignation the 
diſdainful epithet of Third E/tate, which ſeemed to imply 
& confirmation of a conſtitutional ſervitude. ral 
Authority was not ſtrong enough to overpower ſa 
many adverſaries. The liberty of the preſs did actually 
exiſt : attempts were made, but in vain, to reſtrict it 
by ſecret orders; books iſſued from every quarter, and 
ſeveral were compoſed in ſuch a ſtyle, as to be adapted 
to the capacities of the meaneſt of the people. At laſt 
government was under the neceſſity of letting us write 
and ſay every thing. Some of the Princes of the Blood 
oppoſed, to this inundation of. literature,* a memorial, 
at that time famous, in which were ſtated all the preten- 
fions of what hath, ſince, been termed the Ariſtocracy, 
that is to ſay, the privileges of an inconſiderable number 
of perſons, living at the expence of all, or degrading 
all by their authority. This memorial, like every other 
imprudent act of the grandees, ſerved only to increaſe 
the reſiſtance and the vigour of the people,  - 


The forms of 1614, which, at firſt, had appeared of- 
ſenſive, were at length become ridiculous. The Parlla- 
ment perceived this, when it was too late; and retract- 
ing its error, deareed on the sth of December, 1788, 
that, in determining thoſe forms, it had never been its 
intention to determine the reſpective numbers of the de- 
puties of the three orders. This was one of the princi- 
pal queſtions agitated ' in the Aſſembly of Notables. 
Vain had been the hope of M. Necker, that this Aſſem- 
\ bly would aſſume the complexion of. the national opi- 
nion: it was almoſt entirely compoſed of perſons enjoy- 

ing privileges. The Eſprit de Corps preſided in it, the 
Efprit'de Corps prevailed in it. The bureau of Monſieur 
was the only one where it was decided, by a majority of. 
votes, that the Third Eſtate ſhould have a number of 
, 5 „ . repreſentatives, 
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repreſentatives, equal to that of the two other orders 
taken together. Such was the wiſh: expreſſed by all the 
communities of the kingdom, which, freeing themſelves 
ſucceſſively from the local dominations, under which 


each had ſuffered, had come to reſolutions, and tranſ- 
mitted them to the Court. And the 8 part of 


them declarcd, that, in confining themſelves to an equa- 
lity of repreſentatives, they did not adhere to the pro- 
portion of the population, and that they remained rather 
below what they had a juſt right to claim. 


One thouſand fix hundred and fourteen, which ſome 
pronounced ſixteen hundred and fourteen, was then the 
phraſe which divided the minds of men: it was in every 
perſon's mouth, becauſe, in reality, it included every 
queſtion which agitated the kingdom, and which embar- 
raſſed the Court. The Parliamentarians, as magiſtrates 
and as nobles, had a double intereſt in preſerving the 
forms of 1614. The Clergy and the Nokility were of 
the ſame way of thinking; and the Third Eſtate, who 
ſaw in thoſ. words nothing but its own - humihation, 
and the preſervation of privileges, had purſued them. 
with exceſſive ridicule, and vowed to proſeribe them ut- 
lerly. But the Notables, who were, for the moſt part, 
either princes, or nobles, or perſons high in office, had 
not courage to exalt themſelves above their intereſts and 
their prejudices. Proſtrate before thoſe idol and antique 
forms, which, perhaps, they would have rejected, had 
they been contrary to their wiſhes, they decided, that 
the different bailiwicks, which were all uncqual in popu- 
lation, ſhould nevertheleſs ſend an &qual number of de- 
puties, and exerted themſelves to maintain the delibera- 
tion by orders, inſtead of man by man. 


It was upon this diſcuſſion, which. intereſted every 
heart, that the deſtiny of the States-General, and of the 
French Conſtitution, altogether depended. The two par- 
ties, for they were already formed, looked forward to a 
revolution. "The privileged orders could not but be well 
aware, that, ſhould the deliberation be man by man, the 
equality of - voices poſſoſſed by the Commons, and ſup- 
ported by thoſe of the Nobles and Eocleſiaſties, who 
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ſided with the Third Eſtate, would give to the latter a 
preponderance in the ſcale. They rejected this meaſure, 
therefore, and relied principally upon the ancient uſage, 
aud upon the form of convocation obſerved in 1614: 
for the ſame reaſon, they would not permit the moſt 
conſiderable baillwicks, to ſend a greater number of de- 
puties, than thoſe the limits and population of which 
were not at all extenſive. D 


It is eaſy to jmagine the embarraſſed ſituation of the 
Council, between the people, the united voices of which 
were ſo powerful, and the privileged orders, who poſ- 
ſeſſed ſo overbearing an aſcendancy. M. Necker, whoſe 
character and virtue accompanicd him every where, but 
who was wearied out by the grandees, and by the Court, 
whom the habit of domineering over the'will of others, 
hath accuſtomed, to preſcribe their own will as the law, 
nevertheleſs prevailed on the Council to decree, that 
the deputies to the States-General ſhould amount to, at 
leaſt, the number of one thonſand; that the number. 
deputed by each bailiwick, ſhoulg be in a ratio com- 
pounded of- the population, and the taxes of that baili- 
Wiek; that the number of the Deputieg of the Third 
Eſtate, ſhould be equal to that of the two other orders 
taken tegether. . Theſe deciſions formed the baſis of the 
gon vocations. As to the queſtion, whether the delibe- 
rations ſhouſd be by orders, or man by man, and, conſe- 
quently, whether the chambers ſhould be ſeparate or 
united, the Council did not preſume to determine it. 
It was not proper it ſhould; for the ſeparation of the 
orders ſnould be previous to the meeting of the States- 
General, and, perhaps, that meeting might never have 
taken place. The deciſion was ſent up. to the States-Ge- 
neral themſelves, that is, to the two parties when aſſem- 
bled face to face. This was really giving the victory to 
the ſtronger, as experience hath ſince demonſtrated. Ac- 
cordingly, at Court, cabal and rage broke out with re- 
doubled violence, againſt M. Necker; as if, at a con- 
vocation ' demanded by the general will, it had been his 
duty to conſult the Court; as if it had not been proved. 
experimentally,” that it was more prudent to liſten! to 

public opinion, than to offend it, in order to incur. the 
| 7 Px —_ we $1 6%+% © bh * „er diſgrace, 
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diſgrace of ſubmitting to it at laſt! It was furthermare * 


imputed to him as 4 crime, that he had admitted a von- 
Gderable number of pariſh · miniſters, æ who. were gene- 
rally ſuppoſed to favour the Third Eſtate, with which 
they were by birth connected: but here the Court for- 
got all that the Eſprit de Corps could do, as a gounter- 
poiſe to "ſuch influence. The ſeparation, which had 
taken place between the Third Eſtate and the two other 
orders, in molt of the aſſembles of the bailiwicks, pro- 
claimed the political ſchiſm, and that mighty conflicts 
would ariſe. between priviſeges and the intereſt of the 
publ. 9 | 


Theſe. aſſemblies, which put ſix millions of men in 
motion, were a new reſervoir of knowledge for the 
Third Eſtate, The 8 ond the Clergy, in ſeparate 
_ chambers, drew up inſtructions, the object of which 
was, to require, firſt, their own advantage, and- then, 
the e. the public. They all, however, reyBunced 
their pecuniary privileges: they conſented to pay taxes, 
like any other ſubjeQs. The inſtructions of the Third 
Eſtate, which were haſtily drawn up in the courſe of a 
few days, demanded a ſuppreſſion of more abuſes, than 
the National Aſſembly, in the ſpace of two years, hath 
been able to deſtroy, and a more extenſive reformation, 
thau it could hope ever to accompliſh ; for although 
we did not, at that time, preſume to extend our hopes, 
to the events which - have ſince taken place ; although 
the National Aſſembly hath made thoſe radical refor- 
mations, which have -crumbled all at once that entire 
maſs of abuſes, the firſt and chief of which was top- 
heavy, the collection of inſtructions drawn up by the 
Third Eſtate, contains yet a multitude of important 
requiſitions, which mult be referred to poſterity. But 
all agreed in demanding a canſtitution, -liberty, that the 
pation ſhould reſume her rights, and that the revenue 
thould be no longer at the mercy of court tion. 
Each body, however, underſtood, that the fruits of this 
liberty were to be reaped by it alone, and demanded the 
gon ſervation of its privileges. Theſe diſſentions ſhewed 
manifeſtly that the States- General would either. ge no- 
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thing, er that they would do every thing, ſhould the 
Third Eftate prevail. In each order fuch Deputics were 
choſen, as were conſidered the moſt likely to defend its 
rights or its pretenſions. Thoſe of the Third Eſtate ſet 
out accompanied by the benedictions of the people, who 
promiſed to reward them with crowns of glory, or to 
ſtigmatize them with infamy. Ny 
While the minds of all were thus agitated by the 
moſt imperious paſſions, the Court ſaw but too well 
that the tempeſt would burſt on her. But the publica- 
tion of the inſtructions of the Third Eſtate, its preten-. 
ſions, the innumerable productions ſpread abroad, all con- 
curred to make her ſenſible of the neceſſity of combin- 
ing every power and every intereſt, againſt that ſpirited 
and determined order. M. Necker was deſirous that the 
States-General ſhould be convened at Paris; but the 
King preferred Verſailles, where the communication be- 
tween the Court and the Deputies, muſt be more prompt 
and more practicable: peradventure the Court imaginec, 
that there they might be found more manageable. The 
Deputies of the Third Eſtate, however, appeared there 
to a diſadvantage ; for, diſpatched from all corners of 
the kingdom, and moſt of them but little acquainted 
with the world, they found themſelves on a ſudden tranſ- 
ported into a city, where every thing bor? the ſtamp of 
deſpotiſm, and where intrigue had ſpread her nets on 
pate” 5 The agents of the Court had already opened 
conferences at the houſe of Madame de Polignzo. 
Their meaſures were deviſed for uniting the two ſupe-' 
nor Orders, and for keeping the Commons in a ſtate of 
dependence and inſignificance. Theſe laſt felt the ne- 
ceſſity of combining; and by a kind of a natural. in- 
ſtint, which impels men to unite their forces, the De- 
puties of each province had private meetings amongſt 
themſelves, until the Breton club abſorbed all the others. 
Such members of the Nobility, as, afterwards, were the 
firſt to join the Commons, met likewiſe in a ſociety,' to 
which ſeveral of the Deputies of the Third Eſtate re- 
ſorted. From the very firſt, and even previous to the 
opening of the States-General, the Deputies of the 
Commons perceived the humiliation which was prepar- 
ing for them. Faithful to the uſages of 1614, for —_ 
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the ancient archives had been ranſacked, the goverment 
aſſigned to'the two firſt orders magnificent robes of ſtate, 
and to the Commons the dreſs of lawyers, becauſe, in 
fact, at the ancient States-General, the deputies, of that 
order were almoſt all men of the law. But it was ridi- 
culous to enjain citizens, who were of all profeſſions, to 
wear a garment of this kind, which made them look as 
if 3 were acting a comedy. Theſe puerilities, which 
are of no conſequence in the eyes of men of ſenſe, of- 
tended us, on account of the intention which had led 
to them. The like diſtinctions were affected at the pre- 
ſentation of the Deppties of the King. There, both 
the folding-doors were opened for the Clergy and the 


Nobility,“ and the King received theſe two Orders in 


his cloſet; only one of the folding- doors was opened for 
the Deputies of the Commons, and the King received 
them in his chamber, where they filed off with rapidity, 


after having waited a long time, crowded together in 


the hall of Hercules. The like diſtinctions again ap- 
peared at the proceſſion of the States-General, where the 
dignified clergy, in a blaze of gold, and the grandees of 
the kingdom, collected about the canopy, diſplayed the 
utmoſt pomp, while the Thizd Eſtate might have been 
likened to the mourners at a funeral. / But this lon 

cohort repreſented. the nation; and the people was ſo 
ſenſible of that circumſtance, that it beſtowed on its own 
deputies reiterated applauſe. It ſhouted Vive be Tiers- 
Etat ! as it hath ſince ſhouted Vive la Notion ! The im- 
politic diſtinction thus produced an effect, the very reverſe 
of what the Court had expected; the Third Tiſtate recog- 
nized its defenders and its 2 in the men with the long 
cravats and black gowns, and its enemies in the reſt of 
the proceſſion. In fine, the manner in which the De- 


puties of the Third Eſtate were received and treated, 


and the oontemptuous propoſals of perſons belonging to 
the Court, augmented and completed their diſguſt. . Add 
i to 
Mirabeau ſays, that only one of them was opened for 


the Nobility. —See his Account 25 what paſſed at Verſailles, on 
the 2d of May 1789, in the ſecond volume of his tranſlated 
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to this, that theſe Deputies, who had never before tra- 


yelled beyond their own provinces, and who had, juſt 


quitted the ſpectacle of the wretchedneſs then reigning 
in the towns and rural diſtricts, had now before their 
eyes daily proofs of the proud profuſion of Louis XIV. 
and of his ſucceſſor, and of the far-fetched voluptuooſ- 
neſs* of the preſent Court of France. That caſtle, 
they were told, coſt two hundred millions of money; 
the enchanted palace of Saint-Cloud coſt twelve: it was 
not known what ,was the expence of. that little box, 
Trianon. And the honeſt men made anſwer: this mag- 
pificence is the produce of tho, painful ſweat of tho 


People. 


Paris was, at this time, the center of public opinion, 
and there that opinion was prondunced with energy. 
The Court perceived that the neighbourhood of that 
immenſe city would afford a grand fupport to the de- 
_ of the people ; and, accordingly, the Court was 
don provided with a pretence for quartering there a 
powerful force, for the purpoſe of intimidation. 'Thers 
lived, in the ſuburbs of Paris, a worthy citizen, named 
Reveillon, who employed at his manufactory a great 
number of workmen, to whom he was a benefactor and 


a a father. He was the cauſe of their carning, yearly, 


two hundred thouſand livres, and paid them from thirt 
to fifty ſous a day. On a: ſudden, a report 1s ſpread, 
that this perfon had reduced the wages of his nad 
to fifteen fous, that he had been heard to ſay, 'that bread. 
was too good for them, and that he had been driven out 
of his diſtrict for his inhuman declarations. The in- 
habitants of the two ſuburbs of Paris flock together, im- 
poſed on by this calumny. The town fills with a throng 
of ſtrangers, whom none had -ever beheld before, and 
who, after having burnt an image, which they called 
Revweithn, condemned the original to die. Theſe wicked 
wretches, after ſpreading terror through the city, ſpent 
the night in celebrating the vileſt orgies; nor did the 
police. take any meaſures to ſuppreſs theſe __— 
| ther, 
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ther. on that night, or on the following day. A batta- 
lion of French guards, then in Paris, might have pre» 
vented all this miſchief ; and they had been 
called out upon occaſions of leſs importance. 
diers, however, were ſent to protect the houſe of Re&- 
veillon; but they could not the crowd which was 
continually. nag Money, - ſcattered. with profu- 
ſion, by OI in miſoreants, augmented their au- 
dacity. 1 this rabble having forced into the 
| ho 2 it, deſtroyed the duenne, and com- 
mitted oth there, and in the cellars, and in the garden, 
every. ruinous exceſs that _ be Gu of, Then 
a formidable detachment, of the military made its ap- 
pearance. The French and Swiſs F * a [ 
time endured the inſults and attacks of this intoxicat 
and outrageous multitude, and at length received orders 
to defend themſelyes, or, more properly ſpeaking, to 
commit murder. Some cavalry and infantry arri ved to 
their aſſiſtance, and ſome artillery, which was pointed at 
the Fauxbourg Saint-Antoine. "The crowd was diſperſed 
by the, bayonet, or by ball, and ſeveral paid with their 
lives the forfeit of their iniquity. But Paris beheld with 
indignation that armed hoſt, aſſembled apparently to 
rotect her, and which, in fa, only'menaced her li- 
bony. This ;excefs of precaution cauſed the motive to 
be fuſpected. The ſoldiers themſelves deteſted the ſer- 
vice which had been required from them, and from that 
day forth became citizens. If the agents of deſpotiſm 
deviſed this infernal ſtratagem, as was afterwards believed, 
it makes one crime more to be added to all thoſe, of 
which deſpotiſm had already become guilty. | 


Paris was yet ſcarce recovered from her indignation 
and her terror, when the fitting of the States-General 
commenced. Every meaſure had been taken for mark- 
ing, in the ſtrongeſt manner the diſtinction of the Or- 
ders; for there was a determined intention to maintain 
it. Beſides the difference of dreſs, of which we have 
made mention, and that of places, a particular door had 

been aſſigned to the Commons; as were to paſs 
— 2 back door, conneQed with a corridor, where 
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they were crowded: together for ſeverat hours, x While 
the King, the Court, and the deputies -of the church 
and of the nobility, entered in ſtate at the great door. 
After the long and tedious ceremony of calling over the 
names, which exhauſted the patience of the deputies of 
the Commons, they were introduced into the places 
which were deſtined for their reception, in that fine hall, 
the galleries of which were filled by the men and wo- 
men of. the Court. * al 3409 e 2 

The paternal diſcourſe of the King proclaimed the 
beneficent diſpoſitions of his heart, and that affection 
for the people, not the ſole, but the firſt virtue of mo- 
narchs, and which, frequently, hath compenſated for 
the want of all the reſt. "The ſpeech delivered by the 
keeper of the ſeals was not heard, and, conſequently, 
it made no impreſſion. But the deputies both heard, 
and liſtened with the deepeſt attention, to the ſpeech of 
M. Necker. It was, indeed, a moment highly inte- 
reſting, when the Miniſter, organ of the King and of 
bis Council, was, by a grand act of publication, about 
to make known, to ſuch a number of attentive perſons 
the real ſentiments of the Court ; for that, in particular, 
was what the deputies of the Commons were expecting. 
It muſt not be forgotten, that each order was come with 
its pretenſions, and that the conteſt had commenced, 
even before they were aſſembled at Verſailles. Too 
much occupied with the interefts which they ſeverall 
had in charge, they never inquired whether the ſpeec 
of the Miniſter were purely his own work : whether re- 
ſtrained by a ſituation in which, however, none wiſhed 
to ſee any other than himſelf, he onght and could ſub- 
ſtitute his own private opinions, inſtead of thoſe of the 
Council; whether the Court did not-already accuſe him 
of an inclination to leſſen the royal authority; whether 
it 


* See alſo Mirabeau's Account of what 75 ed at Verſailles 
en the 5th of May 1789, in the volume of Speeches already 
referred to. One would imagine that the Court of Louis, 
XVI. withed to try his people's patience to the utmoft. 


See a ſevere criticiſm on this Speech, in the article hy 
Mirabeau, already quoted. | * 
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it eas bu to any perſon to decide upon pgfeat queſtions, 
which already produced a difference of ſentiments in the 
nation; and whether, in ſpeaking even according to the 
wiſhes of tne Commons, the miniſter might not have 
juſt reaſon to apprehend,” that the two firſt Orders would 
inſtantly make a ſeparation, for the conſequences of 
which the kingdom was not yet-prepared. 

The two firſt Orders, who knew how far they might 
rely upon the difpoſitions of the Court, did not manifeſt 
any diſcontent at the diſcourſe of M. Necker, notwith- 
ſtanding the hatred which they bore him, But the de- 
puties of the Commons received it with great coldneſs. 
Seated upon their back benches, and obſcrving a ſilence 
ſuited to the auſterity of their apparel, they expected 
every moment to hear e e e might correſ- 
pond with their own exalted ideas, ideas which they 
have ſince fully realized. Equality and liberty; theſe 
two words were already become the bond of union 
amongſt the French. The people and its repreſenta- 
tives had been led, by the courſe of events, to defire a 
general reformation, which the Council did not promiſe 
them, and which the injuſtice of the Court, and of the 
two firſt Orders, accelerated. 


From this moment the conflict began. That very 
evening the deputies of the Commons, aſſembled by pro- 
vinces, agreed that they would meet in the hall of the 
States-General, that they would conſider it as the na- 
tional hall, and that they would there expect the other 
Orders, for the purpoſe of deliberating in common: ta 
this line of- conduct they unalterably adhered. In fact, 
what end would it have anſwered, fr the Third Eſtate 
to obtain the moiety of the ſuffrages at the States-Gene- 
ral, if, by the ſeparation into three diſtint chambers, it 
had, in reality, no more than a third? The next day, 
the two firſt Orders aſſembled each in a ſeparate cham- 
ber, and the Commons repaired to the national hall. 
There they waited without effect for the deputies of the 
- Clergy and of the Nobles; and, conſidering themſelves 
in the light of deputies preſumptive only, whoſe powers 
were not yet verified, they attended merely to the regu- 
lation of their aſſembly, without allowing themſelves to 
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proceed to any deliberation. In the two other chamber, 
dhe deputies began with verifying their powers, each in 

his proper order. This was tacitly declaring, chat they 

would not unite with the deputies of the Third Eftate. 


Accordingly, the diſpute relative to the voting by or- 
ders, or man by man, and for which they had been 
prepared, was poſtponed for that upon the verification 
of the powers in common. The Deputies of the peo- 
ple ſaid, that, even though the Orders ſhould deliberate 
ſeparately, which the Commons did not think that they 
were authorized to do, the powers ought to be verified 
in common; and that as each order was to deliberate 
upon general propoſitions, it behoved each to know, 
whether the deputies of the · other two were legally ap- 
pointed. The king might have required, at theSom-" 
mencement, that the deputies ſhould verify their powers 
in his preſence: and thus this altercation would never 
have taken place. The Court was reproached with hav- 
ing here committed an error; but the diſpute might have 
ariſen, upon the queſtion relative to the ſeparation of 
the chambers, and that difpute might have terminated, 
in like manner, by. the victory of the Third Eſtate, 
which could never mean to content itſelf with only one 
third of the ſuffrages, Meanwhile, the Commons re- 
peatedly invited the other Orders to join them in the - 
national hall, for the purpoſe of proceeding, in concert, 
to the common verification of their powers. The No- 
bles, without paying attention to the remonſtrances of 
the Commons, and giving way to all the haughtineſs of 
theif character, continued to verify their powers in their 
own chamber. But the deputies of the Clergy ſuſpended 
that operation; and, although the Nobles ſignified to 
the Commons, on the 13th of May, that they had de- 
clared themſelves. legally conſtituted, the Commons paid 
no regard to ſuch enen nor departed, in the leaſt, 
from their ſyſtem of inaQtivity. The Clergy, however, 
divided in opinion, and veiling its pretenſions with. the 
love of peace, which ought, in fact, to be its charac- 
ter, propoſed to the other Orders ta name a committee 
of conciliation, which might labour to promote a good 
underſtanding amonꝑſt the deputies. * The Nobles hav- 
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ing agreed to this, the Commons in their turn eon- 
ſented to it. They deemed, that moderation was well 
adapted to the neſs of their cauſe, and that, in thus 
prolonging, „ the fault of the two other Orders, 
an inaction prejudivial to the general they ſhould, 
ere long, be ſtrengthened with all the foree of publie 
opinion, They were not miſtaken, The eanferences 
which took place at the houſe of the keeper of the ſeals, 
in the preſence of the King's miniſters, ſerved only to 
rove, that the two privileged Orders ſtill pretended to 
orm bodies diſtin from that of the people, The King 
cauſed a plan of conciliation to be propoſed to the three 
Orders, which plan, at bottom, was not agreeable te 
any of them; but the Nobles, in affecting to accedy te 
it, ſtill referred to all = own reſolutions, and adhered 
to all their pretenſions,” They ineurred, therefore, the 
blame of the improper proceedings ; and all that the 
Commom had ta do, was to caſt upon the Nobility 
— W nn of every miſchief which attended the re» 

al, | 


Meanwhile, the fittings of the Commons, and the 
conferences of their eommiſſioners, engroſſed the atten- 
tion of all France, The nation was beginning to tire 
of theſe delays, The Commons preſented an addrefs tg 
the King, in order to explain their motives for proceed - 
ing to immediate action; they ſent, for the laſt time, a 

utation to the two other orders, inviting them to re- 
pair to the national hall, to the end, that the powers 
might be there verified in common, and giving them no- 
tice that the calling over the baliwicks would take plave 
on that ſame day, In fact, the Commons proceeded to 
that buſineſs ; and it is worthy of remark, that three 
pariſh-prieſts of Poitou, perſuaced that the powers ought 
to be verified in common, came with theirs to the na» 
tional hall, All the powers of the deputies of the Come 
mons were verified ; and the moment was now arrived, 
__ that body was to form Itſelf into an active afe 
em 5. 


The coalition of the two ßrſt orders with the Court 
was well known. Notiee was given that the Commons, 
| E confidering 
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conſidering themſelves as a very, great majority of the 
nation, would conſtitute themſelves a National Aſſem- 
bly ; and the miniſtry looked upon this ſtep as an inſtance 
of folly, which the King ought not to authorize. The 
moſt reſolute amongſt the Commons, deeming the re- 
preſentatives of the people to be the true repre- 
ſentatives of the nation; but knowing likewiſe what 
aſſaults they ſhould have to ſuſtain, ſought for a term 
which might preſerve their own idea, without exaſperat- 
ing the Court. They were. not certain that the nation 
was ſufficiently advanced, to ſecond them with all the 
force of pubiic will; they were apprehenſive, on her 
account, of conſequences which might lead to the moſt 
violent meaſures, on the part of thoſe in authority. 
But a long debate being commenced, there reſulted from 
it ſuch a diſplay of political knowledge, and ſo much 
energy of patriotiſm, * that the deputies at length came 
to an almoſt unanimous reſclution. It was on the 19th 
of June, 1789, in preſence of an immenſe concourſe of 
ſpectators, both from Paris and from the Court, that 
the deputies of the Commons conſtituted themſelves The 
National Aſſemb'y. The hall reſounded with acclamations 
of Vive le Rei ct P Aſſemblee Natianale. But when the 
repreſentatives of the people roſe up in ſilence, in order 
to take the oath to execute with zeal and probity the 
functions with which they were charged, every Arn 
was deeply affected, and enthuſiaſm took poſſeſſion of all 
preſent : each felt that the nation was now lifted to her 
juſt height. Several citizens hurried to the capital, in 
order to ſpread the news, while the National Aſſembly, 
devoting the firſt exerciſe of its power to public good, 
cecreed that the taxes, though not conſented to by the 
nation, ſhould continue to be received; that one of its 
firſt labours would be to conſolidate the public debt; and 
that a committee ſhould be appointed, to conſider of the 
mcans of rerfying the ſcarcity which afflicted the 
kingdom. Such was the concluſicn of that memorable 


day, 


+ * See the firſt S5cech of Mirabeau, in the firſt volume 
of the Engiith ſ{cleQion from his Labours at t/6 Natioral A, 
fenbly. | 
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day, which rendered to the French nation, the rights 
which belong to men as united in civil ſociety. Ihe 
Court and the privileged orders trembled; and on that 
clouded horizon, whence the thunder had been ſo often 


launched, inauſpicious tempeſts were ere long ſeen col- 
lecting. 2 


E 2 BOOK 


BOOK True THIRD. 


HE revolution of France had juſt taken a vaſt 
ſtride, in the ſpace of a ſingle day; the Third 
Eſtate was become the nation. France, after having 
foſt her States-General, recovered them with a degree 
of glory, ſuperior to what that aſſembly had enjoyed in 
former ages, when the Commons had diſplayed nothing 
but an ineffectual energy, as the privileged orders were 
then the ſtronger party. But the nature of things, and 
the regular courſe of a people, which, rolling on through 
ſucceſhve centuries, grew greater in its progreſs, had 
imparted to this Third Eſtate an impoſing ſtability. 
And when, of late, the privileged orders had loſt ſome- 
what of that greatneſs, which conſiſts altogether in opi- 
nion, the error which they committed in maintaining 
all their pretenſions, muſt neceſſarily occaſion their be- 
ing vanquiſhed in the conteſt. It is not clear, that, 
had the nobles, from the very. firſt, united with the 
Third Eſtate, inſtead of revolting from it, they would 
not have preſerved ſeveral of their privileges ; but they 
demeaned themſelves from the beginning, with the 
higheſt degree of haughtineſs, and proclaimed that ſchiſm 
which they found it impoſſible to ſupport. The ſuperior 
Clergy, ſtudying the ſtrength of the two parties, and 
procraſtinating the affair, according to its uſual policy, 
ſeduced the Nobles with the hope of a coalition, which 
was improbable, ſince the Clergy itſelf was divided. In 
fine, both theſe orders were deceived by the idea, that 
their connection with the Court would ſtop the fury of 
a torrent, to which themſelves, although united, could 
oppoſe but a feeble dyke, and whieh acquired a new 
force from the obſtruction. | 


However, as ſoon as the Commons were conſtituted 
a National Aſſembly, the nobility, the biſhops, and that 


part 
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mart of the Court which had ne ver wiſhed for the States- 


General, began to be ſenſible of the neceſſity of com- 
bining againſt the power of a body for which there had 
never been a precedent. A great number of pariſh-mi- 
niſters had verified their powers in the National Aſſem- 
bly ; thence they returned to. their own chamber, with 
an intention to ſupport the cauſe of the nation. In 
the chamber of the Nobles, a feeble minority defended 
the ſame cauſe with inferior ſucceſs ; for already had 
the Clergy, by a majority of one hundred and forty- 
nine voices againſt one hundred and twenty-ſix, de- 
termined on the verification of the powers in com- 
mon, with ſome few amendments. Every thing ſeemed, 
to declare, that the union of the orders was unavoida- 
ble, when a reſolution was entered mto to prevent it; 
and, purſuant to the uſual progreſs of the paſſions when 
provoked, precipitate meaſures were adopted, and it was 
decided that force ſhould be employed. None amongft 
them was yet aware, that the repreſentatives of the 
people are the firſt in the rank of powers. 


The King and the Court went to Marly for eight 
days, M. Necker was at Paris with his ſiſter-in-law, 
who was then at the point of death; and the Court 
held thoſe little councils, at which was formed that un- 
wiſe plan, which ſoon after was exhibited to the public. 
It is faid, that the Archbiſhop of Paris went to throw 
himſelf at the King's feet, in order to repreſent to him 
that his authority was ruined, and the State ſubverted, if 
he did not take prompt meaſures, and dictate to the 
Commons the ſupreme will of their ſovereign. The 
King, however, had been perſuaded, that he could in- 
fallibly and utterly diſcredit the National Aſſembly, b 
granting, of himſelf, almoſt every thing that his peop 
had demanded. It was repreſented to him, that he was 
beloved by the nation, that ſhe would eſteem herſelf 
happy to ſs at once from his beneficence, what ſhe 
would find ſome difficulty in obtaining, from her repre- 
ſentatives ; that the latter, by oppoſing his paternal in- 
tentions, would prove to all the world that they were 
nothing but a fattion, and would be ruined in the pub- 
lic eſteem. But, while attempts were thus made to 
work on him, by motives well adapted to actuate his 
heart, he was made —_ of the neceſlity of — 
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for ſome troops, for the purpoſe of overawing the citi- 
zens of Paris, whoſe movements were beginning to 
appear formidable. Accordingly, all thoſe ſecret prepa- 
Tations were made, whilſt the citizens, intoxicated with 
the general ſatisfaction, had entertained for the National 
Aſſembly an admiration and a reſpect, proportioned to 
the courage which it manifeſted. 


On the 2oth of June, three days after the National 
Aſſembly had been conſtituted, the members of the 
Clergy were to join it. . But, while the deputies were 
repairing to the hall, a proclamation, made by the' he-- 
ralds at arms, and poſted up in every quarter, gave no- 
tice- that the fittings were ſuſpended, and that the King 
would, on the 22d, hold a /eance royale. The reaſpn aſ- 
ſigned for ſhutting up the hall, during the ſpace, of three 
days, was, the neceflity of preparing the decorations 
for the throne. This puerile reaſon ſerved to prove, 
that the ſole intention was to prevent the junction of 
the Clergy with. the Commons, the majority of the for- 
mer having adopted the ſyſtem of the latter. Mean- 
while, the deputies arrive one after another, and 
experience the moſt lively indignation,* on finding the 
doors ſhut and guarded by a band of ſoldiers. The 
aſk one another what power hath the right of ſuſpend- 
ing the deliberations of the national repreſentatives. 
They talk of aſſembling upon that very ſpot, or of go- 


ing to the terrace at Marly, there to exhibit to the King 


the ſpectacle of the deputies of the people; to invite 
him to come amongſt them in a /#ance truly royal and 
paternal, and more worthy of his heart, than that'with 
which he threatens them. Permiſſion is given to M, 
Baillie, their preſident, to enter the hall attended by 
ſome of the members, in order to take away the papers ; 


and there he proteſts againſt the arbitrary commands, 


which cauſe the national hall to be ſhut againſt the re- 
preſentatives. At length he aſſembles the deputies in 
the tennis-court of Verſailles, become for ever famous 

| | | by 


* See the eloquent ſpeech of Mirabeau, (in the ſecond 
volume of the tranſlation) on the motion for annulling the im ne- 
retive mandates, and for firing the renewal of the Aſſembly, 
after completing the Cunſtitut ian. at re ee 
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by the gallant reſiſtance made, by the firſt who bore 
the title of repreſentatives of the French nation. They 
encourage one another as they paſs along ; they promiſe 
never to ſeparate, and to reſiſt to the laſt extremity, 
They reach the building ; they. ſend for ſuch of the de- 
puties as are ignorant of what is paſſing, A fick' deputy 
cauſes himſelf to be carried thither. The people, crowd- 
ing about the door, beſtows repeated benedictions on its 
repreſentatives. Some foldiers, in diſobedience to or- 
ders, come and perform the duty of ſentinels, at the 
entrance of this new ſanctuary of freedom. A voice 
is heard, requiring that, each member ſhould take the 
oath never to ſeparate from the reſt, and to aſſemble 
with his brethren whereſoever they might think fit, 
until the conſtitution and regeneration of the kingdom 
ſhould be completed. All ſwear, all ſign, one excepted 
and this remarkable cireum ſtance is recorded upon the 
journal. The Court, blind to conſequences, had no 
conception that this vigorous act was to overturn its 
whole deſign. The prejudices which reigned in that 
exalted-atmoſphere, were the cauſe that a convention of 
citizens, advocates, plebeians, was looked upon with 
the utmoſt contempt. The . dignity of the people, and 
of its reprefentatives, was not yet acknowledged. 


It ſeems, however, that the Court might have opened 
its eyes, with reſpect to the blunder which it had com- 
mitted, and might have altered its intended meaſures. 
Nevertheleſs, it perſiſted in them: the King, indeed, 
put off the /fance rayule from the twenty- ſecond to the 
twenty- third, in order that there might be time for pul- 
ling down the fcaffolds, on which the National Aſſem- 
bly had permitted a conſiderable number of ſpectators 
to be accommodated. This trivial circumſtance increaſed 
the catalogue of court blunders ; for it gave the majority 
of the clergy time to form a junction with the Com- 
mons. On the 22d, the deputies, roaming the ſtreets 
of Verſailles, in ſearch of a proper place for their ſit- 
tings, at length aſſembled in the church of St. Louis; 
and, fortunately, the place added to the majeſty of the 
convention. The hundred and forty-nine members of 
the majority of the clergy, amongſt whom were ſeveral 
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biſhops, came to verify their powers ; two members of 
the nobility of Dauphiny did the ſame. This day, leſs 
1lluſtrious than that of the tennis-court, was equally in- 
tereſting, both from the ſpeeches which were pro- 
nounced, and from the ſubſtantial effect of which it 
muſt have been productive. 


At length the /fance royale took place. It was attended 
with all that exterior magnificence, which for a while 
impoſed on the multitude: but it was not a gilt throne, 
nor a ſuperb canopy, nor heralds at arms, nor nodding 
plumes, which could intimidate freemen. The Court 
was ſtill unacquainted with this truth, which, however, 
is to be found in every hiſtory, The numerous guard 
which was poſted round the hall, ſtruck no terror. into 
the hearts of the deputies; on the contrary, it added 
to their courage. * The ſame error was repeated, which 
had been committed on the 5th of May, of aſſigning a 
ſeparate door to the Commons, and leaving them ex- 
poſed in the corridor connected with it, to the rain, 
which was very violent, while the other orders were 
ſeating themſelves on their benches of ceremony. At 
length the Commons were introduced. 


The obje@ of the ſpeech and of the declarations of 
the King was, to maintain the diſtinction of the orders, 
to annul the celebrated decrees, by which the Commons 
had erected themſelves into a National Aſſembly, to pro- 
claim, in thirty-five articles, % benefits which the King 
was granting to us people, and to declare to the repreſen- 
tatives, that, ſhould they forget the King, the King 
would accompliſh the people's happineſs without them. 
Add to this, that all thoſe imperious forms were ob- 
ſerved, which are cuſto „when the King holds a 
bed of. juſtice in the parliament. In theſe benefits 
which the King was thus promiſing to the nation, no 

mention was made, either of the Conſtitution ſo much 
_ deſired, or of the participation of the States-General in 
all acts of legiſlation, or of the reſponſibility of miniſ- 
ters, or of the liberty of the preſs; and almoſt every 
thing which conſtitutes political and civil. liberty, was 


* Undoultedly ; it was very natural that it ſhould. 
WR vm” 5 «, v.»0 71 3 „ „„ . 


65800 


aſſed over in total ſilence. Nevertheleſs, the preten- 
lions of the privileged orders were maintained; the 
deſpotiſm of the ruler was ſanctioned, and the States- 
General were abaſed, and ſubjected to his power, The 
prince commanded, but did not conſult z and ſugh was 
the blindneſs of his ſecret adviſers, 'that they perſuaded - 
him to inſult the repreſentatives of the nation, and to 
quaſh their decrecs, as if they had been only an aſſem- 
bly of Notables. In fine, and this was the great obje& 
of the ſtance reyale the King commanded the 322 to 
break up immediately, and to repair, on the following 
day, to their reſpective chambers, there to reſume their 
ſittings. 


He withdrew. He was followed by all the Nobles, 
and by a part of the clerical order. The deputies of 
the Commons, motionleſs and filent on their ſcats, with 
difficulty ſuppreſſed the indignation which poſſeſſed them, 
on ſeeing the majeſty of the nation thus treated with 
contempt and outrage. The workmen, purſuant to or- 
ders for that purpoſe, proceed to take down, with noiſe 
and buſtle, that throne, thoſe benches, thoſe ſtools of 
ſtate, the inſolent 'decorations of the /eance royale: but, 
ſtruck with the immoveable firmneſs of the fathers of 
their country, thay pauſe, and ſuſpend their operations. 
The vile agents of deſpotiſm make haſte to acquaint the 
King with what they call the diſobedience of the Aſſem- 
bly. The grand maſter of the ceremonies is diſpatched 
to the national hall, where, addreſſing himſelf to the 
preſident, * Sir,” ſays he, © you know the intentions of 
% the King.” The preſident makes anſwer, that the 
repreſentatives of the people receive orders from no per- 
ſon whatever; that, as to the reſt, he will take the 
opinion of the Aſſembly. But the fiery Mirabeau, anti- 
cipating the debate, a ed to the grand maſter theſe 
celebrated words, which every Frenchman hath by heart, 
“ Go, tell thoſe who ſent you hither, that we fit here by 
* the pawer of the people, and that nothing ſhall expel 
* us but the power of the bayonet,” * When the grand 

| maſter 


® See the firſt volume of his tranſlated ſpeeches. —Theſe 
memorable expreſſions have been ſince engraved upon the buſt 
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maſter of the ceremonies had withdrawn, the debate com- 
menced. M. Camus ſpoke firſt ; thundering againſt the 
defpotiſm of that bed of juſtice, called a /Zance royale, that 
daring attempt upon the freedom of the States-General, 
he moved, that the Aſſembly ſhould perſiſt in its decrees, 
decrees which no authority can annul. Several mem- 
bers ſupported this motion with equal vigour; and the 
Abbé Sieyes, collecting himſelf coolly amidſt the gene- 
ral indignation, cried, © Gentlemen, you are to- day juſt 
* what you were yeſterday.” The Aſſembly deerecd . 
that it would perſiſt in its reſolutions. © And furthermore, 
as the recent act of deſpotiſm, ſuggeſted to the King, 
ſufficiently indicated that the Court would riot ſtop there; 
that the perſonal freedom of the deputics might be vio- 
lated, and as reports of that nature had been already. 
ſpread abroad, the National Aſſembly declared the perſon. 
of each deputy in violable; that all ſuch as ſhould dare to 
make any attempt upon their liberty, were infamous, 
were traitors to their country, and guilty of a capital 
crime, and took upon itſelf to proſecute all thoſe who 

ſhould become the authors or performers of ſuch com- 
mands. 1 4 7 


M. Necker was the only one of the King's miniſters, 
who was not preſent at the fbance royale, either becauſe 
he foreſaw the fatal conſequences which would attend it, 
or was informed of the meaſures -undertaken to enforce 
it, It was thought that he would retire from the miniſ- 
try, as he had, the evening before, given in his reſigna- 
tion. A conſiderable number of the deputies of the Com- 
mons had waited on him at his houſe, in order to per- 
fuade him to remain in office, when he was ſent for by* 
the Queen, and the King obtained a promiſe from him, 
that he would not quit his ſtation. The citizens, who 
| had followed the King, after the /Zance royale, and ſuch 
as were induced by an unquiet curioſity, poured into the 

PIN p courts 
of Mirabeau, which was executed for the Society of Friends 
t the Conſtitution. A print of this hath been ſtruck off, in 
which we behold, not the dywn-aft look of a cunning conſpi- 
ratur, but the ardent air and attitude of a noble-hearted mam, 
who fincerely meant the welfare of his country: and ſuch a 
man was Mirabeau. | 
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courts of the caſtle, into the galleries,” into 'the apart-' 
ments; they were agitated by — and by deſpair; every 
quarter re-echoed with their murmurs. But a general 
joy ſucceeded, when they learnt, from the mouth of M. 
Necker himſelf, that he was not to retire from the mi- 
niſtry. 


Such, then, was the effect of the /cance royale, ſo op- 
poſite to what the enemies of the public welfare had ex- 
pected, that M. Necker became only the more dear to 
the people, and the deputies themſelves were ſtill more 
cloſely connected with Him. $0 little effect did it pro- 
duce upon the majority of the Clergy, that they repaired 
on the following day to the National Aſſembly, where 
buſineſs was tranfacted with as much tranquillity, as if 
there never had been a -/#ance roya/e. On the 25;th, the 
minority of the Nobles cam; to join them, and the names. 
of the forty-ſeven generous members, amongſt whom 
was the duke of Orleans, became precious to the nation. 
How I lament their condition ! ſaid a courtier, very ſeriouſ- 

ly; forty-ſeven families are now diſhanoureds, henceforth none 
will vouchſafe to be allied to them. | 


The minority of the Clergy ſtill remained in their 
chamber, where they entered upon ſome uſeleſs delibe- 
rations; the majority of the-Nobles likewiſe deliberated 
in their own chamber: but theſe fradions of power va- 
niſhed before the majeſty of the National Aſſembly ; that 
grand luminary eclipſed all the reſt; it became a centre 
of union to the nation. Every thing; therefore, called 
for a conſolidation, now become indiſpenſable, fince the 
authority of deſpotiſm- had ſhrunk back from the un- 
ſhakeable firmneſs of a handful of free citizens. The 
King wrote to the preſidents of the Nobility and of the 
Clergy, requeſting theſe two orders to repair to the Aſ- 
ſembly of the States-General, for the purpoſe of diſcuſ- 
ſing freely his declaration of the twenty-third. The 
Clergy obeyed without heſitation ;/ but the Nobles were 
viewing with indignation a propoſal, whereby they were 
to loſe all the fruits: of their oppoſition, when their pre- 
fident read to them ſome extracts of a letter from the 
Count d' Artoĩs. By theſe they were given to underſtand, 
that their junction with the Aſſembly was become a mat- 
| tei 
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ter of neceſſity, as the life of the King was in danger. 
To this aſſertion the Nobles gave credit, or pretended to 
give credit; every objection was over-ruled by this mo- 
tive; and the two orders repaired to the common hall, 
on the 27th of June, four days ſubſequent to the ſ#ance 
rogale, which had imperiouſly prohibited this very conſo- 
idation. | 


At the news of this event, the inhabitants of Ver- 
failles, who, for ſeveral days, had ſuffered ſo cruel an agi- 
tation, ran to the caſtle from all quartcrs of the city. 
The guards, in aſtoniſhment, were preparing to ſhut 
the gates, when the ſhout of Vive le Rat ſufficiently pro- 
claimed, that it was joy which had occaſioned ſuch a 
concourſe. The citizens pour onward like waves ſuc- 
ceeding waves, and the whole city is attracted, by this 
2 enthuſiaſm, into the capacious courts of the man- 
ion of Louis XVI. They call for the King and Queen. 
The royal pair preſent themſelves at the balcony, receive 
the of the multitude, which then hurries to the 
houſe of M. Necker, to that of M. de Montmorin, to 
that of M. d' Orleans, to that of M. Baillie. In the 
evening the city was illuminated, and the night was ſpent 
in rejoicings. | 

Nevertheleſs, the union of the orders produced no 
other effect, than to exaſperate ſtill farther thoſe who 
had reſolved to ſubvert every thing, ſooner than witneſs 
the continuation of the States-General. They perceived 
that their reign was on the point of expiring, in order 
to make room for the authority of law, and that the 
fource of depredations and abuſes was, ere long, to be 
dried up. Rage and madneſs united, ſuggeſted to them 
the moſt atrocious project of diſſolving the National Aſ- 
ſembly, at the price of all the blood which ſach iniquity 
might coſt. Paris gave them ſome embarraſſment; Pa- 
ris, that immenſe capital, which is not a city, but a na- 
tion. For a whole week, the agitation was extreme. 


The Palais-Royal became the rendez vous of ſuch among it 


the citizens, as took a lively intereſt in what related to 
the public: day or night, it was never empty. Every 
hour, every moment, they received intelligence from 
Verſailles, both of the danger which had threatened the 
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deputies, and of their ſuoceſs, and of their apprehenſions 
as to the future. Famine alſo was beginning to ſhew her 
ſace in the metropolis; the bread there, as well as at 
Verſailles, was found to be of a bad quality. Amidſt 
this univerſal . anguiſh, the citizens are apprized that 
troops are arriving from every quarter, that they are en- 
. vironing Paris and Verſailles, and that, ſtationed round 

theſe two cities, they are, in a great meaſure, blockading 
them. The foreign troops, in particular, are ſummoned 
to this ſervice; artillery is brought from the frontiers at 
a great expence; preparations are made for forming a 
camp; and the moſt renowned general in the kingdom, 
Mareſchat de Broglie, is appointed to command the army 
deſtined to fight, or rather to maſſacre the French, ſhould 
they dare to make any oppoſition. 


Paris, unprovided with ſubſiſtence, is on the point of 
being reduced by famine, and fubjugated by the ſword; 
the movements unavoidable in the execution of ſuch a 
« &ſign, increaſe, ſtill further, the apprehenſions of the 
citizens. At Verfailles, ſome German troops, ſome huſ- 
ſars, and ſome companies of the artillery, ſeem collected 
for the purpoſe of diſperſing the States- General, or of 
repulſing all who ſhould attempt to defend the place 
where they are aſſembled. At length the conſpirators, 
conſidering their ſucceſs as certain, vaunted openly of 
their intentions; and not doubting that a populace, which 
they held in contempt, would be eaſily cruſhed by, general 
officers, and by an army of fifty thouſand men, they 
permitted a report to be circulated, that the National 
Aſſembly was to be immediately diſſolved, and that ſeve- 
ral rebellious deputies were to be puniſhed with all the 
rigour of the law. 


In conſequence of theſe movements, and of theſe 
reports, the whole capital entertained but one ſentiment ; 
and it was not an ignorant and tumultuous rabble, which 
was affected with this ſentiment, but every enlightened 
or brave man, of all ages, and of all conditions, whom 
that celebrated city then contained within her ramparts. 
The common danger had united all. The women, who, 
in popular commotions, always diſplay moſt intrepidity, 
encouraged the citizens to the defence of their country. 

The 
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The latter, by that inſtin&t which public danger and 
the loftineſs of patriotiſm inſpired, aſk the ſoldiers, 
when they meet any, whether they will have the cou- 
rage to maſſacre their brethren, their fellow-citizens, 
their parents, their friends. The French guards, thoſe 
generous citizens, rebels to their maſters, in the lan- 
guage of deſpotiſm, but faithful to the nation, are the 

rſt to ſwear never to turn their arms againſt her. 
Their example is followed by ſome of the other troops. 
'Theſe patriots are loaded with careſſes and with preſents. 
The very ſoldiers, who had been marched to Paris, for 
the oppreſſion of that capital, and, conſequently, of the 
whole kingdom, are ſeen walking the ſtreets arm in arm 
with the citizens. They repair in crowds to the Palais- 
Royal, where every one is eager to preſent them with 
refreſhments ; and each employs every method, which 
he deems calculated to diſguſt the ſoldiers with arbitgary 
government, and to attach them to the common cauſe. 
Meanwhile, information is given, that ſome of the mi- 
litary are going to receive puniſhment, for having re- 
fuſed to Fre upon their fellow. citizens; that eleven of 
the French guards are detained priſoners at the Abbey, 
and are ſhortly to be committed to the Bicetre, a priſon 
where the vileſt criminals are confined. Their cauſe 
becomes the cauſe of the public. A party haſtens to 
their deliverance ; the crowd increaſes on the way; the 
priſons are forced open; the inſurgents enter; the ſol- 
diers are ſet at liberty, and are led back in triumph to 
the Palais-Royal, which becomes their aſylum and ſanc- 
tuary. The huſſars and dragoons, who had received 
orders to attack the multitude, lay down their atms, and 
join their fellow-citizens ; and on every fide is heard the 
cry of Vive la Nation; for, ſince the Commons had 
formed themſelves into a National Aſſembly, that was 
become the ſhout of joy, and men no longer cried Vive 
le Tiers-FEtat. At length a deputation is ſent to the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, for the purpoſe of defiring its inter- 
ceſſion with the King: and the Aſſembly, after requeſt- 
ing the citizens to re-eſtabliſh peace and order, recom- 
mends the ſoldiers to the mercy of the monarch. The 


ſoldiers returned to priſon ; the King granted them a 
| - pardon, 


' 
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pardon, and every thing wore the appearance of tran- 
quillity. | 

Nevertheleſs, the minds of men were very far from 
enjoying tranquillity z the preparations for deſtruction 
were inereaſing every day. The National Aſſembly was 
made acquainted with the inquietude of the citizens of 
Paris and Verſailles, and cach member received private 
advices, which afforded juſt grounds for apprehenſion. 
The life-guards were every moment on korſeback ; the 
Swiſs guards were ſtationed reund the caſtle ; ſome Ger- 
man troops were poſted in that part of the caſtle of 
Verſailles, called the Orangery, and it was well known 
that the artillery-men had received orders to hold ther - 
ſelves in readinefs; it was not yet known at Court, that 
they had declared againſt firing either upon the Aſſem- 
bly or upon the citizens. In the environs of Paris were 
the foreign regiments of Royal-Cravate, Royal-Pologne, 
Helmſtatt, the Swiſs regiments of Dieſback, Saliſamade, 
and Chateauvieux, the huſſars of Bercheny, Eſterhazy, 
the Royal Dragoons, the regiments of Provence and cf 
Vintimille, with thoſe of Beſangon and le Fere. Other 
troops were at hand to reinforce them. The National 
Aſſembly found it impoſſible to remain ſilent, particu- 
| larly at a time when, notwithſtanding its remonſtrances, 
the citizens were prevented from entering the galleries 
of that hall, where the ſoldiers ſhould have received no 
orders except thoſe of the Aſſembly. Accordingly, an 
addreſs was preſented to the King, beſeeching him to 
withdraw the troops, who at once alarmed the citizens, 


and violated the freedom of the national repreſentatives. 


An anſwer was ſuggeſted to the monarch, which con- 
tained a refuſal ſeaſcned with a ſort of cruel raillery. It. 
obſerved, that the motive for aſſembling the troops was, 
to provide for the ſafety of Paris, and to protect the 
freedom of the repreſentatives : but that, if they took 
umbrage at that, the King could, if they thought proper, 
remove the Aſſembly to — or to Soiffons, and that 
he kimſelf would repair to Compiegne. This was pro- 
poſing to the Aſſembly to incur ſtill greater danger, by 
placing. itſelf between the army of Faris and the troops 
of Flanders and Alſace; it was telling the Aſſembly that 
it might depart, if it thought fit, but that the whore 
. ou 
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ſhould not flir from their quarters. In vain did Mira- 
beau repreſent to the Aſſembly, that the King's anſwer 
was a refuſal, which called for new and more preſſing 
applications; that the deputies had not deſired to depart, 
but that the troops ſhould be withdrawn, and that to truſt 
themſelves to the miniſters and adviſers of the King, 
was to deliver themſelves up to their enemies.“ The 
eonfidence which the Aſſembly placed in the virtue of 


the King, prevailed over all other conſiderations, and 


no farther application was made to him: 


It was on the 11th of July that the King had re- 
turned the anſwer above- mentioned; and, on the 12th; 
the firſt blow was given, by the diſmiſſion of M. Necker, 
who received orders to keep that cireumſtance a ſeeret, 
and to quit the kingdom in twenty-four hours. He ſet 
out that very evening; and, although he meant to re- 
tire to Copet, he took the road to Bruſſels, the better to 
diſguiſe the motive of his departure. Thus fled into 
exile the man whoſe reſignation the King, only three 
weeks before, had refuſed to accept, and whom himſelf 
and his royal conſort had prevailed on to continue in 
the miniſtry. He fled, carrying away with him the eon- 
fidence of the nation. ; 

The next day this event was divulged at Verſailles, 
and alſo that M. M. de Breteuil, Foulon, la Galéſiere, 
la Porte, and the Mareſchal de Broglie, were to com- 
poſe the King's council. At this intelligence every e 
was caſt down, and every perſon expected that the blow 
would be ſtruck, with which, for ſome days paſt, they 
had been indirectly menaced. The Aſembly was not to 
have met on that day, and the ſenſe of their common 
danger having, nevertheleſs, collected a certain number 
of the deputies, they were of opinion that they could 
not debate. But it is not poſſible to deſcribe the prodi- 
gious commotion which, on a ſudden, was excited through 
the whole city of Paris. The inhabitants foreſaw every 


thing 
* See the Addreſs to the King, the King's Anſwer, and 


| Mirabeau's Speech upon that Anſwer, in the firſt volume of 


the Tranſlation already ſo often referred to. In referring to 
that tranſlation, I conſider myſelf as always addreſſing the 
Engliſh reader. | 
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thing which they had to Q; the National Aſſembhy 
difllved by "anc and the cage inyaded by an enemy. 
The citizens hurcied to the Palais-Royal, their accuſ-. 
tomed place of rendezvous z conſternation had led them 
thither ; the univerſal rage was kindled there, but kindled 
ſo eſfectually, that it was communicated, in a moment, 
to every part of that vaſt metropolis. The firſt victim 
of deſpotiſra became the idol and divinity, of the day. 
The citizens procure a buſt of M. Necker; they accom- 
pany it with that of M. d'Orleans, whaſe baniſhment 
was ſeid to be likewiſe determined on, and march -with.. 
them through Paris, attended by an immenſe multitude. 
Some ſoldiers of the Royal Allemand, who had received 
orders to attack, ſtrike, with their ſabres, thoſe buſts, 
which were inſenſible of the indignity. Several perſons 
are wounded. | The Prince de Lambeſe is in the place de 
Lows MV. with the ſoldiers of the Royal Allemand; the 
populace flings ſtones at him ; upon this, he throws him- 
ſelf into the Thuilleries, fabre in hand, and wounds an 
old man who is walking there. While the women and 
children, terrified at theſe acts, rend the air with ſhricks 
and lamentations, the great guns are fired, and all Paris 
cries e arms; the alarm - bell is rung; the citizens raſh 
into the workſhops of the armourers. FA 


They attack a company of the Royal Allemand, and 
the tumult continues till night, when ſome handitti, who 
had been poſted at a ſhort diſtance from Varis, ſet fire to 
the barriers, enter the city, and ſcour the ftreets, which 
fortunately, are 1 patroles of the citizens, of the 
French Guards, and of the ſoldiers on the watch-duty. 
On a ſudden, a happy thought entered the head of ſome 
good citizen; it became a treaſure of light, and was 
the means of ſaving Paris. Paris contained two hundred 
thouſand hands, ready to arm for her defence, hut offi- 
cers were wanted to command them. At the ſummons 
of a generons citizen, the eleQars are convened; at the 
peril of their lives they courageouſſy aſſume authority, 
and the citizens obey them with confidence, . 


During this day of „ conſternation, the 
conſpirators gave à looſe to the emotions of a guily 


joy. At Verſailles, in that * where wore lodged, 


or, 
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| of, to ſpeak more properly, diſpoſed in ambuſcade, the 


German troops of Naſſau, princes, princeſſes, favourites, 
male and female, were entertaining themſelves with the 
muſic of the martial inſtruments. They were loading 
the ſoldiers with careſſes and with preſents; and the lat- 
ter, amidſt their brutal orgies, were pleaſing themſelves 
with the thought of diſperſing the National Aſſembly, 
and of ſubjugating the 'kingdom. Calamitous night; 
when the courtiers were dancing to that foreign muſic, 
and enjoying the idea of the'maſſicrel © 
The dawn, of the enſuing day had no ſooner: made 
its appearance, than the citizens of Paris purſued, with 
activity, the plan which they had formed on the pre- 
ceding night. Some banditti had plundered the houfe 
of St. Lazare; they are driven from that quarter; the 
alarm is rung; each citizen repairs; to his diſtrict, in 
order to be enrolled; all the muſbets are taken from the 
gunſmiths ; ſwords, ſabres, -battle-axes, pikes, weapons 
of every kind, are forged with expedition; the armoury 


is burſt, open, and every one carries away ſome of the 


old inſtgoments of war, which had been long laid up 
there: thirty. thouſand muſkets, which were concealed 


in the Hotel des Invalides, and ſix pieces of cannon, 
are ſeized on: and on the following day, ſixty thop- 


ſand men were armed, enrolled, diſtributed in compa. 
nies, while the electors, with unwearied diligence, took 
care that the ſupplies of proviſions ſhould ſuffer no in- 
terruption. r Sets: 


At ahe ſame time, the National Aſſembly ſent. notice 
to the King of the danger which the ſtate incurred, un- 
leſs, the troops ſhould be withdrawn from the capital; 
and the deputics oſſered to repair to Paris, and to throw 


themſelves between the citizens and the ſoldiery. But 


the King anſwered, that he alone was a proper judge of 
the neceſlity for the troops; that. he would make no al- 
teration,in his meaſures, and that the propoſal of the 
deputies to go to Paris was nugatory, as their preſence 
there could anſwer no good purpoſe whatever. Upon 
this the Aſſembly deereed, that M. Necker, and the other 
miniſters, who had been juſt ſent into exile, carried 


with them its eſteem and ib regret ; that it would ſtill 


inſiſt 
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inkiſt, vport the diſmilſion'bf the ſoldiery, and upon the 
eſtabliſiment of a city. militia; and declared, that no in- 
termediate power could: exift between the Aſſembly and 
the King. in the next place; it rendered e 
'E 


for the time being reſponſible for the iſſue of every un- 
dertakingy and threaterled with impeachment. any rſcn 
whatſqever who ſhould dare to make uſe of the 3 
term banlruptry. Laſtly, it came to the reſolution. of 
eontinuing to fit all n igt. 

So much _ and prutlente united, on the part 
df the people and its repreſentatives, proved, however, 


inſufpdient to determine the Court to renounde its pro- 


ess. The King's refuſal, which had afflicted the Na- 
ſional Aſſembly, producet; in Paris, the laſt efforts of 
deſpalr. The inhabitants believed that theit enemies had 
devoted them to deſtruction, and they reſolved either to 
conquer or periſh. Then came forth, from amiglt that 
agitated throng, ſome of thoſe men of intrepidity, who 
are almoſt never wanting upon great occaſions, and who 
naturally aſſume the fituationi which is due to them. 
One or more voites are heard exclaiming, that, there 
would: be neither peace. nar liberty as long as the Baſtille 


was in being. A thouſand voices repeat this declaration; 


and nothing now is heard but the cry of © Let us take 
the Baſtille.” Launay; who commanded in that ſtrong- 


hold of terror, had lorig ſince prepared for its defence, 


and had juſt received orders from Beſenval to hold out un- 


til ſuccours ſhould be ſent to him. But was it poſlible for 
him to reſiſt” the impetuolity of Frenchmen, and the un- 
daunted fury of half Paris, that was ruſhing upon the. 


fortreſs ? The beſiegers ſummon him to ſurrender. He 


affects to liſten to terms; ſome of the citizens are admits 
ted into the court, and are immediately dætained priſon- 
ers. Upon this, ſhe rage of thoſe without is exaſperated 
to the utmoſt, and ere long, by prodigies of valeur, ſuch 
of the aſſailants as are, neareſt to the Pe cut the chains 
of the draw - bridge, aſunder, and, in the doutſe bf a few 
ours, take poſſeſſion of a place, which an army, heade 


by the great Conde,” had in, vain beſieged for three and 
twenty days. The annals of the nation have conſecrated 
their names to Anmortality, under the general appella- 
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tion of Conqueror» of the Baſtille, -: Launay, row; a pri- 
ſoner, en. 18teÞ de Ville, throught a Fs 
of enraged: citizens; his conduQtors "diſplayed as much 
courage in protecting him as they had already diſplayed 
in poſſtMng themſelves of his caftle;; but, after an hour 
ſpent in Warehing and reſiſting, Launay was. hutchered 
at the foot of the ftair-caſe of the Hatel de Ville, when 


le was juſt on the point of being in ſafety. - Diſcovery 


is made, at the ſame time, that M. de Flefleltey the Pro- 
volt of Paris, had held a ſecret oorreſpondenee with Lau- 


nay he is xeproached with this conduct in the Hotel de 


Ville ; be makes his eſcipę; but at, the end,of the Place 
de. Greve, he receives a peo] ſhot, his head is ſevered 
from his body, and this bloody head, together with that 
of Launay, is borne aloft upon a pike through the ſtreets 
Ws eABOLIGU T3324 02: men RU TUB 
Meanwhile night approaches; and a report having 
been ſpread that the troops were to enter the town by 
the barrier called Enfer, the alarm- bell is rung; ea 
ſnatehes up his arms, and hurries to his quarters; ſome 
drag the artiflery, others haſtem to the barrier, where. 
ſeveral cannon ſhots are fired; the houſes are all illumi- 
nated; the pavement is torn up, in order that the.ſtones 
may be carried into the apartments, and the women pre- 
pare to hurl them down upon the ſoldiery. So muck 


courage and activity once again ſaved the citizens. 


At Verſailles the Court would not believe that the 

Baſtille was taken; for at all times that fortreſs had been 
tecmmedimpregnable. But the Natienal Aſſembly ſtamped 
2; character of importance on theſe eircumſtanees,” by ap- 


pointing a committee, which was charged to prepare a 


plan of; conſtitution for the people, at the very time 
when the Court, was occupied in reducing it under the 
yoke. | The Aſſembly, however, ſent two meſſages to 
he King, and twice the King returned a vague anſwer, 
without conſenting to diſmiſs the troops. Whereypon 
the Aﬀembly reſolves to fit up a ſecond night; and never 
to quit the hall till its prion ou be granted. 


' This. night, ſo diſtreſſing for men upon whoſe: perſons 
alt. the confidence and all the hope of their country 


relied, they ſpent in @ late. of inquiggude as great as 
+ 2 | that 


ä 68 
mat af the former; læſs affected with their on danger, 
than with the ſenſe of the; calamities to which France 
would become a prey, were the leaſt misfortune to befa 
J themſclves, While the greater, part of the deputies: were 
ſoeking, upon benches, upon tables, upen carpets, that 
Jeep which nature required, and which. refuſed to cloſe 
their eyeg, M. de Liancour, one of the members, proved 
the ſaviour of the ſtate: he Was grand- maſter of the ward- 
rohe, was aſteemed by the king, and by all perſons. of 
real worth and had, at heart the welfare of his country. 
He repaired 40 che King during the night, when the 
latter was no longer beſet by his perfidious counſellors; 
he repreſented the firvation of France, and the dangers 
- which the King himſelf and the royal family would in- 
cur, if he did not change the unhappy meaſures which 
had been ſuggeſted to him. All that Louis XVI. re- 
Juires, is to have counſellors who are worthy of his 
Heart, that heart naturally inclined to benevolence. Man- 
ficur, the King's brother, ſeconded the advice of M. te 
Liancour; and, on the following day, the King went 
to the National Aſſembly, without pomp, and without a 
train of attendants, at the moment when a freſn depu 
tion was on the point. of being ſent up to him. The 
people, which was at his heels, maintained that melan- 
choly ſilence, from which our kings have ever derived 
important leſſons. The Aſſembly aſſumed the ſame de- 
portment; but when the King had declared, that it was 
His wiſh to preſerve a good underſtanding with the na- 
tion, that he put his truſt in her repreſentatives, that he 
Had given orders that the troops ſhauld remove fram 
Paris and Verſailles, and that he would open a free com- 
munication between the Afſembly and himſelf,” the 
hearts of all were relieved from the oppteMioni which 
they had long ſuffered. The King withdrew, accompa- 
nied by all the deputies, who attended hint to the caſ- 
tle, amidſt acelamations and univerſal jop. 
__ The National Aﬀembly appointed a deputation, for 
the purpoſe of conveying this glad intelligence to Paris, 
"while its own cares were till directed to the removal of 
the new Miniſtry. Paris, meanwhile, impatient to con- 
ſirm that liberty which ſhe was beginning to enjoy, had 
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de choice of NI. Baillie for Mayor, and of M. de la 
ayette for Commander in Chief of the Natjonal Guards. 
Theſe two new dignities could not be more properly 
conferred; than upon the man who had preſided ſo glu · 


riouſly in the National Aſſembly, at a criſis of ſuch diffi- 


culty and danger, and upon the celebrated friend of 


Waſhington. The deputics, on their arrival at Paris, 


beheld, with aſtoniſhment and with inceſſant delight, the 


| moſt glorious ſpectacle Which can bs exhibited to men 


- 


impatienoe to preſent her to their count). 
That Paris, ſo lately the theatre where bloody ſcenes 
were aQted, and which, but two days before, expected 


- impaſſioned with the love of liberty, and who glow 172 


to be ſtormed and pillaged, now gaye a looſe to tranſ- 


ports of the mot} lively exultation. The ſtreets crowded 


with citizens, and the windows: with ſpectators, to ſee 
the deputies. paſs by, the flowers whigh ape ſtrewn be- 
fore * bleſſings which are ſhowered on them, 
the tender names of ſayiouts, of fathers of their coun- 
try, which ate re-echoed ta theig ears, the mothers pre- 


ſenting their children to thei, and then claſping them 


in their own arms, the tumultuous and peiterated ap- 


1 Pauſe, the enthuſiaſm gf thoſe citizens already become 


rec, the overflowings of their hearts carried to an ami- 
able intoxication, & and, amid{j theſe darling obje gts, the 


terrible array of one hundred thouſand men in arms, 


whoſe warlike voices were ſhoutin Vive le Roi | Five la 
Nation ! formed 3 ekt which confoled the deputies for 


the ſolicitude which had ſo long diſtreſſed them. The 


Hotel de Ville, the Cathedral, witne d new and affeQ- 
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ing ſcenes, and the patfiots returned. to preſent a pic- 


 Turs of. them'to the Narpaal Aﬀepbly,. -\ 


Ke One addition to this happineſs was wanting, and tha 
was, the recall of. M. Necker. The new. miniſters ha 


voluntarily reſigned. The King reſtored M. Necker to 
tibe wiſhes of the citizens. Information of this was 


feat to the Aſſembly; and the King at 


— 


the ſame time 
| 5 declared, 
: 7 3 * \ 5 Ry 2 . 0 4 
_ 7 Livreſſe et la cordialits de leur 6panchements. © _ 


15 The armed majeſty of the people,” as Grattan ex- 
clled himſelf on 2 ſimilar occaſion. r. 18 Het Pa ON. 
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declared, that he would return, on the day following, to 
Paris. The National Aſſembly diſpatched thither a 
ſecond deputation, which that city had already re- 
queſted, in order to calm ſome new diſguſts which had 
ariſen there. „ by | | | 
No city in the world can afford a ſpectacle like that 
of Paris, when agitated by any grand paſſion, ſince in, 
no other city is tne communication ſo prompt, nor the 
minds of men fo active. Paris contains within her 
boundaries citizens from every province, and, of this 
mixture of various characters, is formed the character 
of the nation, which is diſtinguiſhed by an aſtoniſhing 
impetuoſity. The defire of the citizens is complied with. 
At two o'clock in the morning the depuration from the 
Aſſembly arrived at Paris; and, at ſeven, a line of one 
hundred and fifty thouſand men, three or four a-breaft, 
was formed from Paſſy to the Hotel. de Ville. This 
military multitude * was waiting for the King. In vain 
did the royal family endeavour to hinder his departure, 
and to inſpire him with apprehenſions: he continued 
immoveable; for he truſted to his people and his con- 
ſcience. He knew full well, and we knew eit likewiſe, 
that he had not been the author of thoſe. pernicious 
- counſels, which had kindled the civil war. The King, 
- plainly dreſſed, and in a carriage not magnificent, en- 
tered Paris with that confidence which is natural to him: 
the deputies accompanied him on foot. But the ſpecta- 
ole was far different from what had been exhibited the 
evening of the day preceding: it was not that delieious 
extravagance of hearts which are overflowing: with joy. 
The. recolleQtion of the paſt, the uncertainty as to the 
future, the oppreſſive ſenſatiou of a real and concealed 
<alamity, reſtrained them, as it were with one conſent, 
from uttering expreſhons of gladneſs which eould not 
be ſincere. Nothing was heard but the cry-of Vive la 
Nation | this cry was as an oracle of public will, of pub- 
lic will + requiring that the nation ſhould be free and 
; e 4! 1 5 Op. 


'* Multitude enregiment6e. 
' +T apprehend, that there is often more grace, as well as 
greater energy, in repeating the ſubſtintive,” and even the 
N | Ke ſubſtantive 


629 


happy. The King, however, who had been ſtruck 
with the'moſt impofing ſight which can be preſented to 
the ruter of ſuch a multitude, was affected, at the H6tel 
de Ville, by the eloquent diſcourſes that were addreſſed- 
to him by the Mayor, by the Preſident of the electors, 
and by M. de Lally Tolendal. My people, ſaid he, in 
a tone expreſſive of his emotion, my people may always 
rely upon my love. He took the national cockade from 
the hands of the Mayor, and appeared at the window 
of the Hotel de Ville, wearing the ſymbol of the alliance 
which he had contracted with his people. Then it was 
that that people, inſpired with confidence, and which 
had only waited for ſome proof of the King's affeQtion, 
gave a looſe to the moſt animated effuſions of joy; the 
repeated ſhout of Vive le Roi reſounded far and wide; 
the artillery. announced the happy moment ſo much 
wiſhed for; and the King, returning to Verſailles, be- 
held nothing but demonſtrations of joy, of joy which 
roſe even to a dekrium: ſo little does it ings to 

acquire the affections of the people. 


In this manner was fruſtrated one of the moſt horrr- 
ble conſpiracies _ deviſed againſt any nation. The 
conſequences of theſe events were to he proportioned to 
their greatneſs, - We have ſeen, in the courſe of this 
brief hiſtory, that, for ſeveral years paſt, the Court, of 
which the whole cn wa was weary, and which, ne- 
vertheleſs, was unwilling that abuſes ſhould be reformed, 
had been ſtruggling diſadvantageouſly againſt the opinion 
of the publio. It is one of the evils attending on roy» 
alty, that the Court always ſhelters itſelf under the ſano- 
tion of the King's name; this name is oppoſed as a 
buekler to all the weapons which were launched at it, 
and it then employed the royal hand to hurl them back 
upon its adverſaries. The Court perſuaded the monarch, 
that whatever. was faid and done againſt itſelf, was like- 
wife ſaid and done againſt him. And thus a prince, 
whoſe manners woro naturally fimple and correct, who 
took no delight in pomp, whoſe wants were limited, 

5 „ | " . f ; . * and . 
ſubſtantive and adjeRtve, than in relying upon the vague and 


feeble aid of the pronoun xelative.'' We have the elegant au- 
thority of Ex/ar tor this practice” Fewer ts: bean b 
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and who had no other wiſh than to ſee his people hap- 

„was yet compelled to lend his name to a multitude 
& iniquities. Meanwhile, his counſellors were ever 
urging him to ſome extravagant at of power, which he 
as conſtantly was obliged to relinquifh ; they inceſſantly 
led him to the charge againſt their adverſary, public 
opinion, and that too, with all the might of deſpotiſm, 
and- inceflantly was he forced to retive before that un- 
conquerable phalanx, which was ſtill advancing upon 
him. The world juſtified the King, but was incenſed 
againſt the royalty; and the Court, leſſening the reſpect 
which was uf id the throne, ſuffered liberty to 
gain all that deſpotiſm was loſing. © a 


They who, in order to ſupport their intereſt, attach- 
ed themſelves to the Court, were neceſſarily involved in 
the ſame ruin. The dignified clergy could no longer 
make reſiſtance; and, although the Curt found, in the 
counſels of that intereſted body, ſome of thoſe veteran 
expedients which are familiar to the church, ſuch an al- 
| Lance ſerved only to deſtroy them both, by reaſon of 
the well-known fimilarity of their manners. The Court 
nobility drew along with it the nobles of the provinces, 
by whom before it had been hated and deſpiſed. The 
court-nobles ſoon ſucceeded in perſuading their brethren 
of the provinges,. that it behoved them to form a com- 
mon league for the protection of authority: and, from 
this war of all the upper orders againſt the third eſtate, 
the latter beeame convinced, that, unleſs it were every 
thing, it was likely to be nothing. As for the reſt of 
thoſe who patronized abuſes, they were not yet become 
members of the league, but they were preparing for it, 
from a foreboding of what it was poſſible they might 
loſe; and thus the kingdom was divided into two 
avowed parties, that of the Court, and that of the 
People. Hence the appetlations of Arifferrate and De- 
mocrate, of " Royaliſt and Patriot. ne tant“ 

Meanwhile, this laſt victory of the People over the 
Court occaſioned a grand oonvulſion through the king- 
dom, like thoſe eruptions” of Veſuvjus, which produce 
prodigious ſhocks at a great diſtance from that moun- 
tain, All thoſe who, at Court, dreaded popular retri- 


* bution, 
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- butjon, or impeachments on account of the conſpiricy, 
took to flight under divers diſguiſes. The miniſters diſ- 
appeared. M. Foulon cauſed it to be reported that he 

was dead. Madame de Polignac and ber family took 

the road to Baſle, where accidentally they met M. Nec- 
ker. The. Mareſchal de Broglio ſecured himſelf at Lux- 
embourgh, and the chief officers of his army were em- 
_  Ployed in looking about for aſy la. At length the Prince 
de Conde and the Count d' Artois fled alſo in their turn, 
and carried into foreign countries their hatred againſt 
their own, and that inveterate rage which time is every 
day augmenting. M. de Calonne, whom hatred to M. 
Necker, and fury againſt France, which, it was ſaid, he 
was again to govern, had attraQted back to Paris, now 
turned about for Bruſſels, where the laſt and long-conti- 
nued error of the princes was their having had recourſe 
to his counſels, It was ſtill the Court of France: buy 
its confpiracies were no longer within the realm, and 
the people obtained a momentary refpite. 'The Qucen 
and Monſieur were the only perſons who ftaid behind; 
the one determined to perſevere, and the other to look 
on and wait the iſſue. 


Meanwhile the exaſperated people, that people which, 
on a ſudden, and in conſequenee of ſo many ſucceſſive 
blunders, overicaped, in a ſingle day, the perilous bar- 
rier between ſlavery and liberty, took vengeance on the 
nobles for a grand conſpiracy, into which it had every 
reaſon to ſuſpect, that all the members of the ariſto- 

cracy had entered. We haye already ſaid, and it is the 
key to all theſe circumſtanees; that this was a war be- 

tween pri vilege and public good. M. Foulon was ap- 
prehended, eonveyed to Paris, and ſacrificed by the en- 
raged; people, notwithſtanding the exertions of M. de la 
Fayette, of the new Mayor, of the committee, who 
with difficulty. held the reins; of that authority which 
had bcen entruſted to.them ; his head, livid and defiled 
with gore, was carried through the ſtreets of the metro- 
polis. M. Berthier, his ſon-in-law, Intendant of Paris, 
is ſeized at 1 g ne, conducted to the capital on the 
very exening of the, barbarous execution of Foulon, 


| apd 


— 


475) 


and butchered in the ſame manner. A ferocious 
* falls furiouſly on the body of the dead victim; a bar- 
barian tears out the heart, which he fixes: upon his 
: hanger, and the head is borne aloft along with that of 
Fo on, Undoubtedly theſe two ſufferers had much to 
be reproached with; but their crimes againſt the people 
were committed at a time when the o of- the Court 
ee _ gong. It bars _— 5 lamenta- 
ble criſis, when the e, deſpairing of juſtice, con- 
Rade itſelf — to do Ne 6 for Kell. Paris 
would have become e had theſe horrors 
deen continued. RL 


At the fame time, and in imitation of the capital, all 
the citizens of the empire take up arms for their ſecy- 
xity; they form themſelves into companies, into batta- 
lions, into regiments. A report is ſpread throughout 
the kingdom at one and the ſame moment, that the 
fugitive princes meditate an invaſion; in addition to 
this, it is ſaid, that ſome thouſands of banditti are on 

their march, that the are actually on the ſpot, that 

there is no time to be loſt, but that all muſt prepare to 
| defend themſelves immediately ; 3 that couriers, whom 
none, however, could ſee, have juſt arrived with the in- 
telligence. The moſt indolent are ſpurred on by this 
well-invented panic, + and, in a week, three millions 
of men aſſume the military character, and the three · oo- 
loured cockade becomes the ornament of every head. 
The old municipalities, almoſt every where ſuſpected, 
are every where caſhiered, to make room for committecs 
who have the direction of Nabe buſineſs, and a. ſort of 
order 1 is eſtabliſhed in every place, amidſt fears, hopes, 
| the intoxigation of liberty, t deſtruction of powers, 
andia whole people which is agitated with the expeQa- 
tion of a better ſtate. In the rural parts of the kingdom, 
the popular rage is vented upon the Seigneurs ; caſtles 
are Burned down, family-records deſtroyed ; and private 
auf“ * with the yengeance of the pub- 
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* Peuple i in the original; bug the appellation i is too good 
far f. ſuch layages. 
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ke. it was the-continuation of that univerſul riding of 


the third. eſtate, which eſtate was then combating againſt 
tyranny and privileges united, and which had no other 
inſtrument to employ, than what was naturally in its 
hands, the irreſiſtible inſtrument of force. The Court 


made thoſe whom it had ſummoned to its aſſiſtance; pay | 
dearly for the dire ſervices which it had ſeemed inclined | 


to render them. 


Meanwhile, and from the moment when the King 
had reſtored to every mind, if not hope, at leaſt a de, 
| 


gree of franquillity, the Natjonal Aſſembly was occu- 


pied in framing the Conſtitution, and had appointed 


committees for the purpoſe of diſtributing the different 
taſks, At the ſame time it cauſed a proclamaijon to be 
made, in order to ealm the minds pf men, and to arreſt 
the effects of an impetuous vengeance, the conſequences 
of which it was impoſſible to compute. The Aſſembly 
alſo received the ſolemn vows of fidelity from the whole 
French nation, the homage of the ſeveral corporations, 
and even of the ſovereign courts, which at length recog - 
-nized, in the loud and awful voice of the public,* the 
authority of the national repreſentatives. It made uſe 
of this authority to allay the troubles Which had ariſen in 
various places, and to put a ſtop to the arbitrary ſeizure 
pf ſuch perſons, as the citizens ſuſpected of being hoſ- 
tile to their liberty. It iſſued orders for the free circula- 
| tion of proviſions, which was obſtructed in certain quar- 
ters, by the maleyolence of the one party, and by the 
ignorance of the other. Nh 00 Fl 
It was in the midſt of this prodigious agitation, that 
M. Necker traverſed France, and re- viſited the capital. 
He received, every where, the loudelt proofs of the uni- 
yerſal exulfation. The people viewed, in him, the in- 
diſpenſable miniſter, and the mart x of the public cauſc, 
to which cauſe the Court itſelf had, by its own impolicy, 


attached him. The grandeſt triumphs of M. Necker 
have been conſtantly prepared for him by his enemies. 
Paris received him with the wildeſt exceſs of joy: he 
obtained, from the enthuſiaſtic eleQors, a general _- 
„ | Wer 


* Aux 6:lats de la yoix publique. 
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neſty for all thoſe who: were ſuſpected of having con- 
ſpired againſt the people. But their powers extended 
not ſo far: they were diſclaimed, and obliged to explain 
the purport -of their decree. In fact, it was dangerous, 
that a few citizens of Paris ſhould aſſume the power of 
_ arreſting the proſecutions againſt thoſe, wha ERR 
of being traitors to the nation. The National Aſſembly 
ordered M. Beſen val into cuſtody, who had been the 
. principal cauſe of the ſtep taken by M. Necker, and 
who was afterwards ſet at ſiberty, there being no evi- 
dence againſt him. e 
The general ferment was now riſen to the utmoſt. 
The people, aſtoniſhed at ſeeing its chains broken with 
fach facility, and at - feeling its own ſtrength, abuſed 
that ſtrength in taking Wy, or on its oppreſſors, and 
its new liberty was, as yet, ut licentiouſnefs. © Generat - 
hatred in its blind rage fought every where to puniſh ene- 
mies, pointed out to it by chance — 722 — A 
never ceaſing inquietude tormented ti ſe freetnen born 
of yeſterday; in their neceſlity for a new order of things, 
and for a ſoveteign juriſdiction, they ſeized/and engroſſ- 
ed all juriſdiction to themſelves; and ſeveral tumultuous 
aſſaſſinatĩions were the fruit of this delirium. The bur- 
then of ſo many oppreſſive prerogatives, of ſo many 
impoſts wherewtth the peaſantry was overſoaded, and to 
be relieved from which they had repeatedly petitioned, 
appeared to them at this time ſo intolerably grievous, 
that they were determined to ſhake it off 'altogether. 
The National Aſſembly contained within itſelf, from the 
firſt day of its ſeſſion, the ſeeds of thoſe two parties 
which divided the whole kingdom; and the exploſion 
of theſe two oppofite averſtons had augmented the vio- 
fence of them both. One ſentiment, however, predo- 
minated there, and that was, the dread of the effect: 
which anarchy, too Tong continued, 'might occaſion. - 
The Aſſembly agiiated the queſtion of the famous de- 
claration of rights, a declaration which henceforward we 
mult leave to juſtify itſelf; but the difturbance in the pro- 
vincts obliged the deputies to ſuſpend that important 
queſtion, in order to publiſh a deeree, enjoining all the 
citizens. to demean themſelves peaccably, to pay ſuch 


taxes 


| (.48 ) 
taxes and duties as were not yet ſuppreſſed, and to yield 


obedience to the laws; while the repreſentatives were 


thus occupied, M. de Noailles roſe and requeſted their 
attention. He” 3 that the deerees of the: Aſ- 
ſembly againſt thoſe popular iri ſurrectĩons would prove 
ineffectual, unleſs it Eelro 

was to be diſcovered in the oppteſſive taxes which the 
people paid; and that the remedy was, to felie ve the 


people from that burthen; to detree, that all impoſts 


ſhould be equitably laid on, that the feudal rights ſhould 
be redeemable, and that perſonal ſervitude ſhould be abo- 
liſhed without purchaſe. This propoſition was ſeeonded 
by another member of the nobility; that member was 
M. d' Aiguillon; he obſerved, that, before they gave to 
France a conſtitution, they muſt confer ſome favours on 


her, and juſtify the zeal of the Aſſembly, by: certain 
ſplendid ſacrifices, .which, doubtleſs, all the nobles would. 


be emulous to imitate. This gave occaſion: to that me- 
morable ſcene of he 4th of Auguſt, where, in one. fin- 
gle night, all the privileges, all the 


either enjoined by the inſtructions to the deputies, or 


were manifeſtly. neceſſary to the executing the plan of a 


ne conſtitution. No leſs ſplendid was the ſpectacle of 
the nobles and the clergy, while ſacrificing the rights of 


chace, of fiſhing, of warren, and of dove-houſes; of 
the pariſh prieſts making a ſacrifice of their perquiſites; 


of the beneficiaries declaring that they would - confine 
themſelves to one benefice ;* of lords of ſeigneuries ac- 


knowledging the neceſſity for the redemption of feudal 
rights; which were a grievance to the peaſantry ;/ above. 


all, in this univerſal enthuſiaſm, it was a grand and af- 
fecting hope for the regeneration of the empire, to ſea 


the deputies of the pays d'Ftat and thoſe of ſeveral privi- 


leged towns, advancing in ſucceſſion, and with a patri- 
* otic eagerneſs, to offer up the ſacrifice of their antique 
rights and charters, covering the ſteps of the bureau, and 
proclaiming their deſire, that there ſhould be no more 


* ] wiſh devoutly, that our beneficiaries would pteſent us 
with fuch another ſpcctacle. 


yed the cauſe ; that this cauſe 


oppreſſive powers, 
experienced an utter abolition ; a ſcene ſo ill-judged of 
by thoſe who did not obſerve, that theſe ſacrifices were 


ſe 
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provinces, that there ſhould be but one ſole nation, ong 
(ole family, one ſole empire: _ 3 | 
It ſeemed as if France was near being regenerated ix 
the courſe of a ſingle aighe ſo true it is, that the hap- 
pineſs of a people is ealily to be accompliſhed, When 
thoſe who govern are leſs occupied with themſelves than 
with the people. The Aſſembly, aſtoniſhed at the ſpee- 
tacle which was exhibiting to itſelf, and affrcted with 
the idea of the benefits which it had juſt ſhowered upot 
the nation, decreed that a medal ſhould be ſtruck; 
in order to preſerve the memory of that great and 
lorious night. It conferred upon the king the title of 
Reſlarer of the Liberty of France, decreed ' that a depu- 
tation ſhould preſent him with her homage, and beſeceh 
him-40 aſſiſt at a ſolemn Te Deum.* V deb eee 


The National Aſſembly ſeemed to have made repara- 
tion, in a ſingle day, for the delays to which the dread- 
ful criſis of affairs had given occaſion: + But all this time 
the ſtate was reduced to a ſecond criſis, by the want of 
money, and by the confuſion which reigned throughour 
the kingdom. M. Necker propoſed to the Aſſembly a 
loan of thirty millions at five per cent. without ſecurity. 
The Aſſembly, in negleQing to provide a 1 . 
this loan, in neglecting to fix any term for the repay- 
ment, and in redueing the intereſt to four and à half 
per cent. preſumed too far upon the national credit, and 
upon the patriotiſm of the opulent. The loan fell to 
the ground. It is not elcar that it would have ſucceed- 
ed in the form 2 by M. Necker; but the blame 
lay upon the Aſſembly, and M. Necker did not ſeruple 
to ſay ſo. Accordingly, when that miniſter propoſed, 
afterwards, a new loan of eighty millions, which pro- 
duced an aid of only ſorty, the Aſſembly voted it with- 
out heſitation”; but the loan did not anſwer the defired 
end, and the reproach till belongs to the National Aſ- 
ſembiy. 

The facrifices of the 4th of Auguſt, made ſo eagerly 
by even the deputies of the nobility and of the clergy, 
met with a very ill reception from the- nobles and the 

| 3 men . 
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* This laſt idea did rot favour much of Atheiſm. 
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men of the church. In the provinces, particularly, the 
ſeudal domination, was by ſo much the more agreeable 
to moſt of thoſe who exerciſed it, as they were but lately* 
come into the poſſeſſion of it, and as their nobility was 
a new purchaſe, It is in the little towns, eſpecially, 
that perſons are the more deſirous of having inferiors, 
becauſe there they are nearer to their equals: this is one 
of the hundred thouſand maladies of human nature.* 
The ariſtocratio party, therefore, naturally re-inforced 
itſelf, with all thoſe who beheld with forrow the equali- 
zation of conditions, on the other hand,- the people re- 
joiced; without judgment or moderation, in this new 
order of things. In the midſt of this great ferment, 
the burning of caſtles and court-rotls was continued; 
and, ere long, ſome banditti, taking advantage of theſe 
cireumſtances, ſpread themſelves in detachments through 
ſeveral of the provinces, ſetting fire to property, with- 
out diſtinguiſhing to what party the proprietors belonged. 
The National Aſſembly — a. that ſevere proſecutions 
ſhould be commenced againſt the miſcreants, and adopted 
various meaſures both forcible and prudent, for putting 
an end to theſe diſturbances. Meanwhile, the decrees 
of the gth of Auguſt were drawn up, the ſolemn act 
which aboliſhed the. feudal ſyſtem was proclaimed; and 
the clergy. which had yielded up its tithes to the nation, 
was: promiſed, 2 national recompence. This act was 
brought up to the King by the whole Aſſembly, which 
at the ſame time conferred upon him his new title of, 
Reflorer of the Liberty of France., The King accepted 
both, and invited the deputies to attend him, in order 10 
return thanks. to Cad, in his holy temple, far the generqus. ſen- 
 liments which were aftuating the National Aſſembly. 
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I like this laſt ſentence, 
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BOOK Tn r FOURTH. 


RANCE might have been likened to an immenſe 
chaos, in which all the elements of order already 
exiſted, and were only waiting*for the hand of the cre- 
ator. Power was ſuſpended, authority diſowned, and 
the wrecks of the feudal ſyſtem were ſuperadded to the 
vaſt ruins. Every thing tended to excite an apprehen- 
fion, that the kingdom would become a prey to anar- 
chy ; and if ſuch was the fear of all good citizens, it 
formed the hope of thoſe, who were never weary of 
hoping for the reſtoration of deſpotiſm. But a people 
which hath grown old in the habitude of order, feels 
the want of it, and cannot long diſpenſe with it. The 
proprietaries were all in arms, and this proved the ſal- 
vation of France; for that claſs of men who had no- 
thing to loſe, and every thing to gain, in the confuſion 

of revolutions, was reſtrained from aſſembling any where, 
through the fear of a repulſe.* Arms bacame the paſ- 
fion of a people naturally inclined to war. The capital 
G conferred 


* An excellent leſſon to perſons of property in this king- 
dom. Much of the miſchief committed during the riots 
2mongſt ourſelves, might have been prevented by due vigi- 
lance. The very firſt ſymprom of populaf commotion, be 
the cauſe of it what it may, ſhould be ns an alarm - bell to 
every good citizen. For, 6n all ſuch occafions, there ftart- 
- up myriads of perſons, who have nothing to loſe, and 
© every thing to gain, and who, while deftroying property, 
never inquire to what party the proprietor belongs.” I am 
induced to think that this little biftory may prove uſeful to 


the people of England, in more than one point of view. It 
is a bitter reproach to legiſlation and police, that there ſhould 
exiſt in a fate, a multitude, of which the goverument can 
give no account. . 
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conferred on them a degree of luſtre and importance, by 
the order and the beauty of her national militia; emula- 
tion ſpread far and wide, and France, ere long, beheld 
three millions of men, all clad in the uniform of the 
nation. "Theſe became the protectors of property, and 
the true public force; and, although, in ſeveral places, 
they have themſelves proved the cauſe of partial diſtur- 
bances, although, in ſome, they have been an inftru- 
ment in the hands of the diſaffected, for obſtructing the 
progreſs of the revolution, yet the whole of the national 
guards formed ſuch a vaſt maſs of reſiſtance, that to 
them is France indebted for her ſalvation. It was the 
nation which protected the nation, and this grand diſ- 
play of ſtrength was alſo a grand diſplay of wiſdom.* 


At the ſame time, zeal for the public welfare incited, 
in each municipality, certain perſons to dedicate their 
time and their vigils to the maintenance of order and 
tranquillity in the towns and in the country. Theſe 
two powers united have been conſtantly and univerſally 
active, while the National Aſſembly was erecting the 


new edifice of the legiſlature. - Each laboured tq prop- 


up the old houſe, until the new one ſhould be finiſhed, 


The Aſſembly delivered, at leaſt for ſome time, from 
the apprehenſion of thoſe great commotions, by which 
attempts had heen made to introduce a general anarchy, 
employed itſelf in framing the conſtitution, It decreed 
the declaration of rights, as, in the foundations of a 
building are engraved the titles of the founder, and fixed 
the. principles of the monarchy, according to the requi- 
ſitions ſtated in the inſtructions of their conſtituents, 
and upon a plan adapted to a country, which contains 
ſeven and twenty millions of inhabitants, upon a ſurface 
of ſix and twenty thouſand ſquare leagues. But when 
the deputies came to diſcuſs the ſhare, which the King 
ſhould- poſſaſs in the legiſlature, there aroſe a mighty 
conflict in the very. boſom of the National Aſſembly, 
On one ſide were thoſe, who, from habit, had acquired 
a blind affection for the name of the King's perſon, be 


the monarch what he might, and thoſe who are go- 
Hed verned 


* Bravo. 
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verned by cuſtom, and think that whatever hath been is 
right, and thoſe who were of opinion that tke King is 
the ſole legiſlator, and thoſe; in fine, who hoped to re- 
cover, through the King; whatever they had loſt by the 
people. On the other ſide ſtood thoſe who, alarmed, or ra- 
ther enraged at the very ſhadow of deſ potiſm, ſaw no other 
ſafe-guard for public liberty, than the permanence of the 
legiſlative body, employed in making laws, and in pre- 
ſenting them to the monarch for his fanction. x Where- 
upon a grand ſchiſm enſued. The preſident, from his 
chair, ſaw, on his right hand and on his left, the two 
parties confronted, and this divifiva extended through- 
out the kingdom. ; ge) . 

It muſt neceſſarily happen, in a free and enlightened 
nation, that the public debates of the legiſlators become 
the ſubject of popular diſcuſſion without doors : take 
away this liberty, and the people, inſtead of having re- 
preſentatives, would have maſters. The following queſ- 
tion was agitated in the Aſſembly : Whether it ſhould 
be lawful for the King, by a ſingle act of his will, to 
obſtruct the enaction of a law preſented to him by the 
"legiſlative body, and whether ſuch negative of the King 
ſhould always continue in full force. This negative is 
expreſſed by the Latin word veto, which ſignifies, I for- 
bid, and ſuch is the uſage of Poland. + All parties were 

, as to the neceſſity for the King's ſanction, but 
they differed as to the duration of his negative. The 
diſcuſſion laſted long enough for all the citizens of the 
empire, and particularly thoſe of Paris, to pay attention 
to the ſubject. In this conteſt, as in every other of the 
like nature, men judged of the future by the preſent 
they figured to themſelves the King obſtructing, by a 
negative for which no motive was aſſigned, ſuch mea- 
ſures as were of the higheſt utility to the people, in or- 
der. to favour the intrigues of his Court, of the machi- 
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* See the celebrated Speech of Mirabeau on the Rona! 
Sandion, in the firſt volume of the tranſlation. 


+ It was originally borrowed from the tribunes of the Ro- 
man people, any of whom could, by pronouncing this word, 
put a ſtop to any legiſlative pro-ecding in the Senate, 


64) 


nations of his miniſters. And, as avery one expected 
a grand regeneration, which it was the, intereſt. of the 
Court to prevent, it was imagined. that, ſhould the 
King poſſeſs the veto, he would arreſt all the operations 
of the National Aſſembly, and that thus the regeneration. 
would be impracticable. | | 


M. Mounier well obſerved, in the name of the eom- 
mittee of conſtitution, that the propoſed veto did not 
concern the National Aſſembly then exiſting, which, 
being a conſtituting body, would take care that the con- 
ftitution ſhould be accepted, and not ſanctioned: but the 
#larm was looking forward to the future. It was per- 
ceived, that, within a given time, the King eould, at 
Ris pleaſure, infli a paralytic ſtroke upon the legiſlative 
body; a ſtroke which would render it uſeleſs. Paris, 
Rennes, Dinan, roſe vigorouſly againſt the royal veto. - 
which they confidered as a never-failing inſtrument of 
tyranny. But the Aſſembly having voted, that the veto. 
of the King ſhould remain in force no longer than dur- 
ing two legiflatures, and that it ſhould be ſuſpenſive 
only, the wiſdom of this law was univerſally aeknow- 
ſedged. By a happy coincidence with theſe principles, 
the King himſelf had refuſed an abſolute or — 
veto; and his opinion was found to be the opinion of the 
Aſſembly. * 

While the minds of men without doors were warmly 
mtereſted by diſcuſſions, upon which the fate of all de- 
pended, the National Aſſembly proceeded to determine 
the permaneney of the [egiſlative'body, and to debate 
the famons queſtion of the two chambers. Previouſly 
to the convocation of the States-General, the numerous 
partiſans of the Engliſh conftitution had declared their 
opinion upon this point; the old ſuffrage of Monteſ- 
quieu, and the more recent production of De Lolme, 
had given confiderable weight to this opinion. That 

| equilibrium 


* The King of England hath an abſolute veto, and no in- 
convenience is found to reſult from it. Mirabeau fought obſti- 
nately againſt the vrt ſuſpenſive ; it appeared to him to con- 
tain the ſceds of a domination ſtill worſe than that of unli- 
mited royalty. | 


os 
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equilibrium of three powers which balance one another, 
and prevent the encroachment of any one of them 
upon the reſt, became the object of admiration. But 
thoſe who favoured the idea of an undivided Aſſembly, 
conſidered this equilibrium in the conſtitution of Eng- 
land no otherwiſe than as a treaty of peace between 
three exiſting powers, to each of which its portion had 
been allotted ; and, without denying that England had 
no cauſe to be diſcontented with this compaQ, they did 
not think that ſuch a compact was adapted to our cir- 
cumltances. | 


Add to this, that perſonal intereſts intermingled in 
theſe diſcuſſions, and every debate was a quarrel. The 
dignified clergy were inclined to the two chambers, in 
the hope of obtaining a diſtinguiſhed place in the up- 
per.. A large party of the nobles was likewiſe for the 
two chambers ; but the queſtion concerning the peer- 
age preſented itſelf to their minds, and from that mo- 
ment they became divided; for the proyyacial nobility 
underſtood, that the whole order ſhould freely appoint 
its repreſentatives, while the nobles of the court were 
ſecretly indulging the notion, that the dignity of the 

.. peerage ought to be appropriated to themſelves: laſtly, 
many of the gentry were apprehenſive that, by ſome 
unforeſeen meaſure, the upper chamber might be com- 
poſed, for the moſt part, of thoſe forty-ſeven of the 
minority, who had formed a voluntary coalition with 
the National Aſſembly. Such pariſh-miniſters as were 
not well affected to their biſhops, betrayed an inclina- 
tion for the wy of the Aſſembly, 'The majority of 
the deputies of the Commons could ſee nothing in the 
upper chamber, but a conſtitutional refuge for ariſto- 
cracy, and the preſervation of the feudal ſyſtem: their 
diſtruſt was corroborated by the continuance of that f 
league, which hath ever ſince ſubſiſted between the or- 

ders and the Court, and by the intrigues employed for 
the purpoſe of preventing the King from giving the 
royal ſanction to the decrees of the 4th of Auguſt. 

From incertitude a ſort of obſcurity. aroſe, with reſpe& 
to the upper chamber, an obſcurity which leſſened the 
number, or at leaſt the warmth of its partiſans. None 
could form a clear conception of what ſuch a chamber 
NY 93 would 
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Would be, nor of what he himſelf ſhould be, perſonal 
intereſts always enter into ſuch calculations, and no po- 


litical ſcheme is exempt from them. | 
Neither did any ſufficiently comprehend the ſyſterh of 
a ſenate for life, compoſed of perſons taken from every 
claſs of citizens, and who might be too eaſily corrupted 
by the Court; nor of a ſenate appointed 25 a ſtated 
time, and ſelected from the whole aſſembly, of which, 
conſequently, it would form only a fraction. To thoſe 
who objected that there would be no check upon an un- 
divided aſſembly, for want of a proper counterpoiſe, it 
was anſwered, that ample means of reſtraining it would 
be found within itſelf, by rendering delays in its delibe- 
rations a matter of neceſſity ; that it would find its na- 
tural counterpoiſe in the veto of the King, who repre- 
' ſented the negative will of the nation, as her deputies 


repreſented the affirmative z that, ſhould they abuſe their 


power, by enaCting decrees injurious to the nation, the 
King might make a merit with her of haying ſaved her 
ſrom their tyranny z that theſe two counter-weights were 
more advantageous to the people, than if three were 
formed out of them, two of which would naturally prove 
adverſe to its intereſts. In fine, the Aſſembly decreed, 
by a majority of nine hundred and eleven voices againſt 
eighty- nine, that there ſhould be no more than one 
chamber, It decreed, moreover, that the legiſlative 
body ſhould be renewed every two years by elections, 
and this biennial period was denominated 'a legiſlature, 

The preciſe meaning of the word ſauclian was not yet 
determined, as an aſſembly which is numerous, and eſ- 


. 
# 


pecially, not © unanimous, cannot be reſtricted to the 
peaceful meditation of the cloſet ; we muſt not, how: 
ever, conclude, with the partiſans of. deſpotiſm, that 
the laws ought to be the work of a ſingle legiſlator, 
The National Aſſembly laboured under this dreadful diſ- 
advantage, which for a long time impeded' its opera- 
tions, namely, the eſtabliſhing a monarchy while the 
monarch already exiſted.” Hence its enemies, taking 
advantage of its declaration, that no law can be in force 
without the ſanction of the King, drew an inference 
from' the ideal king, whom the Aſſembly had in con- 
26 Wit,” bg eee Gord, 2 LOGS ork ears templation, 
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templation, to the real king whom they were deſirous of 

oppoſing to it ; whence they till further pretended, that 
the King had the power of quaſhing the daily ordi- 
nances of the Aſſembly, and, conſequently,” of obſtruct- 
ing the conſtitution. - They would not take notice, that 
the National Aſſembly having been impowered to conſti- 
tute the monarchy, according to- certain rules, and to 
confer upon the monarch ſuch and ſuch authorities, the 
latter could not oppoſe his pre-exiſting authority to the 
national will; that he was not to ſanction, but to accept 
the conſtitution ; and that the law relative to the ſanc- 
tion had no other object in view, than the future ſtate 
of things, when the conſtitution ſhould be completed. 
The truth was, that the power of the King was ſuſ- 
pended, while the repreſentatives of the nation were 
framing a new conſtitution. But the Aſſembly never 
once durſt proclaim this circumſtance ; and, according 
to the expreſſions uſed by ſeveral of the members, it 
threw a veil of ſacred myſtery over this great, but dan- 
gerous truth. | 


Nevertheleſs, the impoſing title of King, nay, even 
the ſucceſſive ſacrifices which the conſtitution ſeemed to 
extort from Louis XVI. grief at ſeeing legiſlation thus 
carried on without him, the prejudices of ſervile obedi- 
ence, were all ſo many means employed to give obſtruc- 
tion to the further progreſs of the Aſſembly. - Then 
aroſe the hypocritical lamentations of thoſe, who af- 
feed to deplore the condition of the King: they diſ- 
played a tender attachment to him, which they thought 
he could not doubt, and which muſt have been ſuſ- 

pected by him, had he obſerved that they were regret- 
ting leſs the loſs of his authority, than of their own, 
ad of his power than of their privileges. Such a tor- 
rent of fictitious tears aimed at arreſting the aceepta- 
tion of the decrees of the 4th of Auguſt. In fact, the 
King accepted no more than a certain number of them, 
and made ſome obſervations on the reſt ; but, in con- 
ſequence of the repreſentations of the Aſſembly, he ac- 
cepted them all without exception, and unconditjon- 
ally; and the Aſſembly promiſed to pay attention to 
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the King's obſervations, as often as it ſhould make laws 
which were derived from thoſe principles. 


Theſe were the glorious times, when the National 
Aſſembly laid the foundations of a multitude of conſti- 
tutional truths, which in France have fo emmently im- 
proved the public mind, and which neither time nor re- 
volutions will be able to deſtroy, as long as there ſhall 
be books left amongſt us. With a generous emulation, 
the citizens of the whole empire made offerings and ſa- 
crifices to their country ; and the archives of the king- 
dom record this heroic patriotiſn. & Some wives and 


r e of artiſans were the firſt to ſhew the example, 
in the 


midſt of the National Aſſembly. 


But theſe reſources from the civic ſpirit + were far 
from proving adequate to the prodigious. neceſſities of 
the ſtate. In the general diſorganization, the reccipts 
were inſufficient for the expences. M, Necker laid be- 
fore the Aſſembly this calamitous ſituation of the finances, 


and the means proper for remedying the evil. He pro- 


poſed, among other plans, to require of the citizens 
the patriotic contribution of one fourth of their reve- 
nues, The Aſſembly was frightened at the idea; but 
Mirabeau, more eloquent than he had ever been, great 
in his geſture, in his countenance, and in dis voice, 
prevailed on the Aſſembly to decree, with Eonfidence, 
the meaſure propoſed by M. Necker. 1 It was the opi- 
nion of the repreſentatives, that they ought to prepare 
the nation for this act, by an addreſs, which might en- 


courage her to make ſacrifices, fo mo for the pro- 


tection of liberty, and for the ſalvation of the empire. 

| The Aſſembly then proceeded to the diſcuſſion of the 

conſtitutional articles, relative to the hereditary ſucceſ- 

ſion to the throne in the family which now reigns; and, 
a a E —.— 3 «} wes r : in 
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En conſervent le ſo 
| | + Civiſme. 
7.2 Y » ; 
' t How admirably does this deſcription of Mirabeau's li- 


- ©27y correſpond with the ſtyle of his orations -I have often 


deen induced to think, that one, might” form an idea of an 
orator's ation, merely from having read his ſpeeches. 
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in this, all that it had to do, was to adhere to the in- 
ſtructions of its conſtituents. There aroſe, however, 
a queſtion, both imprudent and uſeleſs, with reſpect to 
the renunciation of the branch of the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, now ſeated on the throne of Spain. The duke of 
Orleans, a member bf the Aſſembly, was perſonally in- 
tereſted in this queſtion. - Obſtinate debates enſued, be- 
tween thoſe who aſſerted that the King of Spain had 
rights to the erown of France, and thoſe who main- 
tained the contrary ; and the Aſſembly put an end to 
them, by declaring that it would not prejudge the af- 
fair of the renunciations. It left the decifion of this 
queſtion to futurity, to the national will, and, above all, 
to that cannon-law, which generally determines differ- 
ences of this nature. The Aſſembly alſo decreed ſeve- 
ral conſtitutional articles, which, purſuant to the prin- 
ciples that I have now laid down, were to be abſolutely 
accepted, and not ſanctioned by the King. They were 
accordingly preſented to him, along with the declara- 
tion of rights. But here again attempts were made to 
oppoſe the progreſs of the National Aſſembly, before it 
could raiſe the ſtructure of the conſtitution any higher. 


With reſpect to certain clouds that have enveloped the 
events, which I am going to relate with brevity, it is 
not Wo to avoid declaring, that they were occaſion- 
ed by the repeated error of the King's pretended friends. 
The conſtitutional articles, that declaration of rights 
were, in reality, the conſtitution; and every nation that 

| defires to become free, may extra from it the principles 
of freedom. It was neceſſary, therefore, to keep the 
King aloof from this national law, while his counſellors 
were endeavouring to prevent its effect, by urging him 
to retard its acceptation. 'This was what had been pro- 
poſed to be executed. | PE 


The liberty e preſs, which the Aſſembly had vir- ; 
tually eſtabliſhed,” was employed againſt the Aſſembly it 
ſelf. It is a matter of certainty, that, in the courſe of 
two years and upwards, there were daily publiſhed five or 
ſix productions againſt the National Aſſembly; from which 
circumſtance it appears that they muſt have amounted to 
feveral. thouſands, The Aſſembly treated them with dif- 


— e 
dain; it permitted them to be ſold at its doors, and even 
to be diſtributed within its walls. There alſo were renew- 
ed, on this occaſion, all thoſe feigned demonſtrations of 
pity for the King, which were deemed likely to alienate 
the hearts of the citizens from the Aſſembly, which was 
the object of their affection. By repreſenting. him as a 
martyr expoſed to a band of plunderers, they expected 
to ſecure an approbation of his flight, whenſoever that 
flight ſhould be effeQtuateds M. FEftaing wrote to the 
Queen, m—_— her that it was already known, that 
a deſign had been formed by certain perſons for carrying 
off the King, or for engaging him to withdraw, of his 
own accord, to Metz; that a ſubſcription was ſet on foot 
amongſt the nobles and the elergy ; that M. de Bouillis 
was to lend his aſſiſtance ; that M. de Breteuil had the 
direction of the ſcheme; that M. de Mercy was ſent 
for; that the Spaniſh ambaſſador had confeſſed to him, 
that a certain perſon of conſequence and worthy of being 
credited, had told him, that a propoſal had been made to 
him to ſign the aſlociation :* he repreſented to the Queen 
the 3 conſequences of ſuch a project, a project 

Which would lead, at the leaſt, to a civil war; and he 
concluded with requeſting an audience. It is not known 
what effect this letter produced upon the mind of the 
Queen, and what were M. d'Eſtaing's motives, for tak- 
ing upon himſelf to order ſome troops to enter Verſailles. 
Some detachments of the foreign ſoldiery had been alrea- 
dy ſummoned thither; and the city began to be alarmed 
at theſe movements, 'The inhabitants were of opinion, 
that- four thouſand of the natjonal militia, the Swiſs 
guards on duty, together with the King's guards, were 
ſufficient for this ſervice: they conjeCtured, therefore, 

that ſome other point was in view. | 


It 


Here occurs a confuſion of Hint, which tranſlation can- 
not remedy, unleſs by reſorting to the inelegant ſcrupuloſity of 
Acts of Parliament, and other formal papers which are under 
the neceſſity of repeating, in a parentheſis, the ſubſtantive for 
whick the pronoun ſtands proxy. Even the Greek and Roman 
languages, which, on the whole, are fo well diſciplined, are, 
nevertheleſs, not always perfect in the management of their 
NM. ns | 
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It happened, at the ſame time, that the late Frenck 


ards, now formed at Paris into companies receiving 
ſtated pay, and known by the appellation of the Center 
Companies, aſpired to the honour of guarding the King, 
and loudly proclaimed their ambition. But, whether it 
was that the Court dreaded” the preſence of men, who 
might impede the King's departure, or that it could not 


view, without uneaſineſs, the functions of the guard 


exerciſed by thoſe who were accuſed of having betrayed 
their royal maſter, this application proved extremely diſ- 
agreeable. Whoever the ſecret agents had been, who 
cucylated this idea amongſt the troops of the Center, M. 
de la Fayette, who conſidered it as a new artifice of the. 
cabal, — no difficulty in prevailing on the ſoldiers to 
renounce it. But M. d'Eſtaing, who was commander of 
the national guards at Verſailles, brought over a part of 
them, and ventured in the name of the reſt, to fequire 
that a regiment ſhould relieve them on that ſervice, and 
in order to protect the liberty of the King, and the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, againſt what was termed the inſurrec- 
tion of the French guards. The regiment of Flanders 
was called in; and the King teſtified his ſatifaction at 
this meaſure to M. d'Eſtaing. Verſailles took the alarm: 
the arrival of this regiment ſpread a general conſterna- 
tion. troops maxched into the town with cannon, 
and with military ſtores; and this warlike face of things 
made a conſiderable impreſſion upon the deputies. Mi- 
rabeau declaimed loudly againſt this ſtep taken by the mi- 
niſtry ; but the miniſtry took ſhelter behind the requiſi- 
tion of the municipality. At the ſame time, the uſual 
number of life-guards was doubled, ſupernumeraries alſo 
were added to that body; and although theſe ſoldiers had 
manifeſted an attachment to the National Aſſembly, yet 
it was hoped that they might be diſengaged from that at- 
tachment, by ſetting in oppoſition to it the love which 
they owed the King, and, eſpecially, the new-comerg , 
appeared to be relied on, IG 

Upon this, the diſtruſt of - the citizens. broke forth. 
The dragoons had alarmed them; but the people was 
ſoon ſatisfied with reſpect to their inclinations. The 
life-guards being employed contrary to their original deſ- 
5 Y "ITO | _ ination, 
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tination, in affairs relative to police, were beginning to 
become odious to the people. As to the regiment of 
Flanders, the citizens and the Court ſtrove which ſhould 
ſhower moſt careſſes on it; the former on the ſoldiers, 
the latter on the officers. The National Aſſembly, dif- 
quieted, ſaw itſelf ſplit into two parties; that of the 
Court had come forward with moſt boldneſs, or, if you 
will, courage, whenever the queſtion of debate rags on 
the powers to be conferred upon the kingly office, and 
the voice of freedom was ſtifled in the conteſt, Paris 
was a prey to all the miſeries of famine, even in the midit 
of abundance ; bread was dear, and of a bad quality; the 
inhabitants were knocking at the doors of the bakers, in 
order to obtain relief; it ſeemed that meaſures had been 
taken to exaſperate the people againſt the new popular 
powers; and petſons, evidently paid for occafioning diſ- 
turbance, beſieged the ſhops of the bakers, carried away 
the bread, threw it into the river, and returned for the 
purpoſe of recommencing this practice. The provinces 
were affrighted by a circulated - whiſper, * of the ap- 
preaching flight of the King, and of a counter-revolu- 
tion; and the party which deſired it, already vaunted 
of it loudly, and with that overweening confidence, 
which it hath ſhewn upon every new conſpiracy. At 
length the alarmed capital ſaw no other means of ter- 
, minating its fears, both for France and for the deputies, 
than by poſſeſſing the National Aſſembly and the King 
within her walls, where a hundred thouſand arms were 
ready to defend them, where ſix hundred thouſand per- 
fons were continually on the watch againſt conſpiracies, 


Such is the faithful picture of the ſituation of things, 
- and of the minds of men, when the King's guards gave, 
on the firſt of October, an entertainment to the officers 
of the regiment of Flanders, and to ſeveral others of 
the military profeſſion, whoſe number was now conſi- 
' derably augmented, ' Certain it is, that this was the firſt 
- banquet which the King's guards, as a corps, had ever 
yet given, As endeavours had been made, for ſome 
days paſt, to win over the national: guard of Verſailles, 
feveral of its officers were invited upon this feſtive _ 
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fion. Nothing could be, apparently, more innocent; 
than an entertainment; but the circumſtances whict 
attended this, diffuſed terror amongſt the citizens. The 
great object of this feaſt was, to attach the military to 
the King, to that King who, at the fame time, was 
reſented as one ſacrificed by the miſcreants & of the 
National Aſſembly. Some affected to drink the health 
of the King and of the royal family, and to decline 
drinking proſperity to the nation, a toaſt which was 
propoſed. The King returned from hunting; he was 
prevailed upon to look in at this entertainment. The 
Queen was preſſed to make her appearance towards the 
f the feaſt, where the grenadiers, the chaſ- 
feurs, and the Swiſs guards had been introduced ; ſhe 
accordingly did appear there, with her family and ſome 
of the Court. The Dauphin is carried by his royal mo- 
ther completely round the table. Enthuſiaſm takes poſ- 
ſeiſion of the gueſts; ſword in hand, they drink the 
auguſt healths of all the family ; and the Gam: bow- 
ing and curtſeying, retires, Then commenced thoſe 
indecent orgies, which diſcovered and ruined the plot. 
The wine flows profuſely, and the gallant gueſts become 
inflamed: the band plays that air ſo often warbled by 
the falſe friends of Louis XVI. as hypoeriſy chants 
aloud the pſalms of David, at the ceremony of an Au 


ds ft : 


O Richard, O mon roi, 
L'univers tabandonne ! 


A ſiege is ridiculouſly imitated by theſe Bacchanals ; ſome 
valorouſly ſcale the upper boxes of the Opera-houſe, 
where the banquet was given, and white cockades are 
diſtributed to the company. Soon after this exploit, the 
heroes ſally forth into the Courts of the caſtle, and 
the auſtere pencil of hiſtory refuſes to depict the inde- 
cent farces which were there repreſented. It hath been 
conſtantly denied, that the national cockade was tram- 
pled under foot at-theſe celebrated orgies ; but it cannot 

be 
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be denied, that the Court-ladies diſtributed white cock- 
ades to theſe heroic children of Bellona. * 


The noiſe, and, to avail myſelf of the proper term, 
the uproar, was ſo violent, that, when intelligence of it 
was ſpread throughout Verſailles, the people ran to wit- 
neſs this ſcandalous performance, which, nevertheleſs, 
was repeated three days after, at another repaſt given at 
the quarters of the life-guards : miſerable follies, which 
were thus preparing to exaſperate all France againſt the 
Court, and five or ſix hundred giddy wretches! The 
Queen was ſuſpected of being at the head of this ma- 
chination. She had preſented colours to the national 
2 of Verſailles; and the latter having waited on 

er, in order to thank her for the preſent, the Queen 
addreſſed them in theſe words: The nation and the 
* army ought to be as well affected to the King, as 
« we ourſelves are. I have been quite charmed with 
<« what paſſed on Thurſday.” This Thurſday was the 
day of the entertainment. In fine, there was no doubt 
that ſhe had been informed of the plan beforehand, as 
| the had been preſent at the feaſt, and the minds of the 
citizens were already irritated againſt her. They were 
now perſuaded, that the Queen was at the head of the 
conſpiracy for carrying off the King, a circumſtance 
which would have proved the cauſe of a civil war, 
And when, a few days after, a deputy, M. Pethion, gave 
notice of this 22 banquet to the Aſſembly, 
and another deputy had defied him to ſign his decla- 


ration, Mirabeau roſe and ſaid, that he would ſign it 


for him, and that he would produce convincing proofs, 
provided the Aſſembly would declare, that no perſon 
whatſoever, within the realm, was inviolable, the King 
excepted. 


We have already ſeen with what rapidity all Paris was 
inflamed, up in arms, embodied, when public ſafety was 
endangered. At the tidings of the entertainment given 
by the life-guards, the commotion became univerſal, 
Every cockade but that of the nation, was proſoribed, 
and fome ſenſcleſs men, who wore a black one, ran the 
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riſk of loſing their lives. The people exclaimed, that 
the plot was manifeſt ; that the contempt ſhewn for the 
national cockade, and the refuſal to drink proſperity to 
the nation amounted to a downright deelaration of war; 
that the appearance of a great number of knights of 
St. Louis, and of foreign uniforms, and of cockades of 
a ſingle colour, was an evidence of the conſpiracy; that 
it was time to terminate ſo many inquietudes : and that 
ſince ſome were deſirous of ing away the King, in 
order to put him at the head off a party, the people had 
no other courſe to take, than to be beforchand with 
them, and to ſecure the King's perſon in the capital. 
To theſe emotions were added thoſe of the lower claſs 
of citizens, who, weary of enduring famine, and per- 
ſuaded that the King's preſence would re-produce plenty 
of bread, the ſcarcity of which was imputed to the 
ſcheme laid for his departure, deſired equally to ſecure 
him within the walls o Paris, 


To will and to execute were the work but of a day. 
Hunger drove from the ſuburbs a multitude of women, 
who cried out that they muſt go in queſt of the King; 
and this dreadful declaration of mothers, who had not 
bread to give to their children, was the ſpring which put 
in motion all the deeds performed that day. No power 
could reſiſt ſuch an aſſemblage. They hurried to the 
H6tel de Ville, through armed battalions drawn up in 
the open ſpace before it. Some men diſguiſed as women 
are along with them: they break open the H6tel de Ville, 
in order to ſearch there for weapons, and, with tumult 
undeſcribable, ſeize whatever arms they find, gather to- 
gether the artillery, drag it after them, lay hold on all 
the women whom they meet, and compel them to join 
their army, then mareh, ſtill recruiting according ts 
their faſhion; and it is impoſſible to ell what might 
have been the effect of their capricious uproar, had not 
a citizen, named Mail/ard, put himſelf at their head, in 
order to diſcipline them, govern them, appeaſe them, 
direct them, with an ability which is above all culo- 
gium. 

Meanwhile, the citizens alſo were deſirous of bring - 
ing the King to Paris. Aſſembled in arms, they ex- 
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preſſed their wiſhes in a manner which ſhewed that they 
were determined to be obeyed. The center companies, 
jealous of the honour of guarding the Kings were more- 


over influenced by the ſenſation ariſing from offended 
pride. In vain does M. de la Fayette, who ſeemed aſto- 
| Niſhed at the idea of doing violence to the King, endea- 
vour to allay this fermentation ;' he himſelf becomes the 
object of their menaces. He requires an order from the 
city council: the order is given to him, and he ſets out. 
No pencil can depiCt the frantic joy of Paris on beholding 
her militia march, with the intention of ſecking and 
bringing away the King. The capital is now aſſured 
that her diſtreſs ſhall at length be terminated. 


The women, led on by hunger, were advancing to- 
wards Verſailles; and Maillard, who was their general, 
prevailed on them (a matter of no little difficulty) to 
preſent themſelves as mere ſuppliants to the National 
Aſſembly. It was at the juncture when the Aſſembly 
was ftill importunate with the King, when it was wait- 
ing for the ſo long retarded acceptation of the articles 
of the new conſtitution. The King aſſented to the re- 
quiſit ion, making, at the ſame time, ſome remarks, and 
conſidered, he ſaid, the alarming circumſtances and the 
neceſſities of the ſtate. But the Aſſembly aſſerted, that 
it ought not to be content with any thing but his entire 
acceptation. It was obſerved, that this pretended affent, 
together with its clauſes, amounted to a real proteſt : 
that the rights of nations had exiſted before kings were 
ever thought of; that this refuſal to acknowledge them 
ought, at length, to determine the Aſſembly to rend that 
myſterious veil which concealed this important verity, 
that the authority of kings becomes ſuſpended, as often 
as the ſovereign is occupied in giving law. 


Maillard had undertaken to be ſpokeſman for the wo- 
men, in order to prevent their ſpeaking for themſelves. 
His ſpeech was divided into two heads, namely, the ſcar- 
city of bread during three days, and the contempt ſhewn 
for the national cockade. He requires that the life-guards, 


+ , who continued to wear a white one, ſhould diſmiſs it, and 


aſſume that of the nation; and, at that very inſtant thoſe 
guards preſent him, on their part, with æ national eock- 
ade, 
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ade. Upon this the women ſhouted, Five Je roi and the 
gentlemen of the life-guards! And now was the time to 
ſpeak ; the major part of theſe ſoldiers had been patri- 
ots, and their deſertion was principally to be imputed to 
their officers, who were courtiers, and to ſuch of the 
corps as, being but new-comers, had not been witneſſes to 
the dangers, the labours, and the courage of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly. The Aſſembly ſent a deputation to 
the King, to lay before him the repreſentations of the 
inhabitants of Paris, with reſpect to the ſcarcity of pro- 
viſions. His anſwer was ſuch a one as the citizens could 
deſire, It was not until ten o'clock at night, that he 
ſent to the Aſſembly his entire and unconditional accep- 
tation of the declaration of rights, and of the conſtitu- 
tional articles. Thus it was, that for ſix months he 
was continually obliged to give way to public opinion, 
which; had he been better adviſed; he would have con- 
ſtantly prevented. We have ſeen, at the preſent day, 
the King of Poland putting himſclf at the head of her 
revolution, and determining her to accede to what ap- 
peared to him adapted to her condition, while, here with 
us, the imprudent and extravagant conduct of the Court 
and of the orders, have accelerated the advancement of 
the nation towards liberty. The reaſon is, that, with 
us, the Court was all-powerful, and in poſſeſſion of the 
government. For a period of thirty years, the leaft 
powerful man in the kingdom was the King. 


After the women had ſet out from Paris, there iſſued 
forth alſo a multitude of men, armed with pikes, battle- 
Axes, ſharpened ſtakes, men whoſe hatred was princi- 
pally directed againſt the Queen, and againſt the war- 
riors of the life-guards. With this ſecond army of in- 
vaders came ſeveral perſons, whoſe appearance beto- 
kened that they were foreigners,* and who ſeemed to 
have been ſummoned for the occaſion ; for the men of 
Paris have a caſt of countenance peculiar to themſelves 
and thoſe who are acquainted with it, are well ahle ro 
diſtinguiſh ſuch ſtrangers as mix among them. Theſe 
ferocious battalions had taken the lead of the national 

H guards, 


»De figure Etrange—onr populace would have called. 
them) — 


iſh lahirg men. 


( 98 ) 


guards, with whom we muſt be careful to avoid con- 
founding them. They proved the cauſe of all the diſ- 
turbance which enſued on the following day. 


The military force of Verſailles had been aſſembled 
round the caſtle. The King, who was returning from 
the chace, and who had heard talk of women only, had 
forbidden the ſoldiery to fire. Meanwhile, prodigious 
was the tumult occaſioned by theſe different multitudes, 
embodied, or diſorderly, pouring to and fro, and chang- 
ing every moment their movements and their forms; 
citizens of Paris, citizens of Verſailles, men, women, 
national guards, in one mighty ſcene of confuſion on 
this fide of the iron gate. It is ſaid, that the Sieur 
Brunout, a Pariſtan ſoldier, attempting to approach the 
iron gate, was repulſed by the life-guards, that M. de 
Savonieres and two others pufſued him ſabre in hand, 
and that M. de Savonieres having received a blow with 
a mulket, this was a ſignal of the hatred ſubſiſting be- 
tween the King's guar\'s and the national guards of Ver- 
ſailles. The latter fired ſeveral ſhots upon the King's 
guards, who retreated: ftill more unfortunately, at the 
moment when a deputation of the King's guards, un- 
armed, was carrying a letter of civility to the national 
guard of Verſailles, a volley of muſket-ſhot was fired 
by the King's party. The national guards imagined 
that they were betrayed; and now fury takes poſſeſſion 
of their hearts, ſome charge their muſkets, others point 
"the cannon ; every thing continued to proclaim diſorder, 
when, at midnight, a body of 15,000 men arrives, by 
three roads, from Paris, with a train of artillery, and 
headed by M. de la Fayette. Fortunate, had they ar- 


rived but three hours ſooner. 


He had himſelf ſent notice of this army to the caſtle. 
Whether it was that the Court was frightened, or that 
the moment was now come for executing the project of 
the King's departure, the carriages are got ready, and 
he is entreated to ſeek ſecurity in flight. But theſe car- 
riages were arreſted by the national guard of Verſailles, 
and the King poſitively refuſed to depart. He declared, 
that he would rather periſh than ſee the blood of French- 
men ſtreaming in his quarrel. This virtuous * 

which 
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which hath always ſwayed the King, ſaved France; and 
is a proof that the project had been kept a ſecret from 
him. The intention evidently was to take advantage of 
the alarm of the moment, in order to petſuade the King 
to attempt an eſcape, and every diſpoſition was made 
for the providing a ſufficient force to eſcort him. 


M. de la Fayette, aſſured of the obedience of the na- 
tional guards, ſucceeded in tranquillizing the Aſſembly 
and the King., He billeted his troops in Verſailles, and 
peace was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed in that city, when he 
retired at half paſt five o'clock in the morning, in or- 
der to write to the municipality of Paris an account of 
the ſtate of things, and tv allay the agitation of the 
capital. | 

About fix o'clock the caitiffs, who, during the night, 
had formed themſelves into ſquadrons, or poſted them- 
ſelves even in the hall of the Aſſembly (the Aſſembly 
had been obliged to ſurrender the place to the multitude) 
made their approaches towards the caſtle. They found 
the paſſages ill ſecured, and poured into the counts like 
an inundation. They met with ſome oppoſition at the 
entrance of the caſtſe, and one man was killed. This 
multitude, now frantic, falls furiouſly on the life-guards, 
who retreat to the apartments, determined to make there 
a moſt vigorous reſiſtance. The banditti uttered a thou- 
ſand imprecations againſt the Queen; and, animated 
by the hope of pillage, attacked every door as accident 
directed them. The King and Queen, alike alarmed, 
were ſeeking for each other; but by the zeal and pru- 
dence of the life-guards they met; the Queen had merely 
time to throw certain garments on her, and to gain the 
King's apartments. 


This inſurreQtion, in which ſeveral of the royal 
guards were wounded, was prompt in its cemmencement 
and rapid in its progreſs. M. de la Fayette, informed 
of the affair, immediately diſpatches his aides-de-c2mp 
to aſſemble the national guards; he follows them with 
the ſwiftneſs of lightning, and, ere long the national 
grenadiers are in the caſtle; they take peſſeſſion of it, 
drive the caitiffs before them, at the very moment when 
they had forced the 8 of the King, diſperſe thoſe 
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who are glutting themſelves with plunder; and tranquil- 
lity is re-cſtabliſhed in the caſtle, 


Without doors, the miſcreants had taken two of the 
life-guards, and beheaded them, in ſpite of every effort 
made by ſome of the national militia. At length the 
latter became complete maſters of the place, and routed 
the banditti, who moved away with an intention to pil- 
lage other quarters, ſtill purſued, and ſtill diſcomfited 
by the ſoldiery of the nation. The King's horſes, and 
thoſe of the life-guards, which had been ſtolen, are re- 
taken. At length thoſe deſperate villians bend their 
courſe back to the capital, carrying with them, as tro- 
phies of victory, the heads of the two life-guards. 


With them diſappeared all the horrors of thoſe _y 
ſcenes by which the morning had been diſtinguiſhed. 
It was then that the national character was diſplayed in all 
its candour: the Pariſian ſoldiery and the King's guards 
embrace : the latter take the military oath : the King re- 
ccives the homage of the national guards, who fill all his 
apartments, and recommends his own guards to their 
protection. He proceeds to the balcony, in order to ſhew 
himſelf to his people; his people receives him with fhouts 
of Vive le Roi. The Queen comes, in her turn, to ex- 
hibit the like attachment, and to reteive the like ho- 
mage: at length the people gives that ſhout, ſo expreſ- 
five of the univerſal wiſh of France, the King at Paris ! 
The King declares that he will go to Paris, on condi- 
tion that he ſhall bring his wife and children with him. 
And now the delirium becomes general; officers, ſoldiers, 
King's guards, national guards, all congratulate and em- 
brace one another. The royal guards change their cock- 
ade; they throw their ſhoulder-belts to the national gre- 
nadiers, and the latter receive the preſent; they exchange 
hats and ſwords; and every thing evinces that they were 
not the citizens of Paris, who ſhewed a hatred to the 
life-guards. The National Aſſembly, which had ſent a 
deputation to the King, with an injunEtion to remain 
near his perſon, which, on the report of his departure, 
had decreed that the Aſſembly was inſeparable from the 
King's perſon, ſent a. ſecond deputation to preſent —_ 
wil 
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with this decree; it was likewiſe determined, that a third 
deputation ſhould accompany him to. Paris, where the 
King arrived that evening, attended by his guards, who 
marched in brotherly union with the national militia. 
The multitude which followed him rent the air with 


ſhouts of joy; and the women, perſuaded that abun- 


dance would now revive, and famine retire at the pre- 
ſence of the Monarch, evinced, by their vulgar but ener- 
getie language, that that had been the real object of their 
journey. The King now arrived at Paris, declares that 
he intends to make it his principal place of reſidence. 


Thus was ſtifled that conſpiracy, the motive of which 
was, to prevail upon the King to throw himſelf into the 
arms of the privileged party, to the end that, in his 


name, it might make war upon his people. It was re- 


ported, that M. d'Orleans kad formed the deſign of tak- 
ing advantage of the diſturbances, with a view of being 
appointed regent of the kingdom : but, beſides that, not- 
withſtanding the inquiry inſtituted by the Chatelet, which 
bore him no affection, no diſcovery could be made of 
ſuch a plot, M. d'Orleans had but very few circum- 


- ſtances in his favour, and a great many chances againſt 


him. And with reſpect to Mirabeau, who was accuſed 


of favouring his pretenſions, it is well known, that, at 


that juncture, he was not upon good terms with the 


Duke of Ocleans. At length the deſign, which hath 
H 3 been 


* The women cried to the people which crowded to meet 


the King, © We are bringing with us the baker, the baker's 


+ wife, and the baker's little boy.” Thus a family, well 
known in the profeſſion of the law, bears the title of Boulanger, 
(baker) becauſe, during a famine, it diſtributed a great deal of 
. bread to the people. This is the popular ſtyle of panegyric. 
— Note of M. Rabaut de Saint-Etienne. 


Among the ancient Romans, there was ſcarce a family ot 
any conſequence which had not received a nick-name from 
the people, and thoſe nick-names became bereditary. The 
old Englith obſerved the ſame cuſtom ; with this exception, 
that the nick-name periſhed with the perſon on whom it had 
been beſtowed ; thus Long-/avord, Strong-baw, &c. and of the 
kings, Beauclerc, Caur de Lien, Rufus, &c. 
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been ſince renewed by M. de Breteuil and M. de Bouillis, 
of carrying off the king to Montmedy, ſerves to juſtify 
the conjectures which the public had formed, with regard 
to the plot for conveying him at that time to Metz. 


Meanwhile M. d'Orleans, in concert with M. de la 
Fayette, prevails upon the king to grant him a commiſ- 
ſion to the Court of London. The principal motives for 
this abſence were, to deprive ill-minded perſons of a pre- 
text for making uſe of his name, in order to excite com- 
motions in the city of Paris, and that M. de la Fayette 
might thereby find it leſs difficult to preſerve 8 
in the capital. Such was the reaſon aſſigned by M. 
d' Orleans himſelf to the National Aſſembly, in the month 
of July following, which reaſon was not contradifted by 
M. de la Fayette. 


The National Aſſembly continned to fit for ſome time 
longer at Verſailles, until a proper place had been — 
pared for its reception in the capital. And now, freed 
ſrom that ſolicitude which had haraſſed it inceſſantly, it 
directed all its care to the conſtitution. Its long and 
uninterrupted ſittings were employed, either in debating 
thoſe important queſtions, upon which the happineſs of 
2 7 depended, or in allaying the diſturbances which 

ad ariſen in divers places, during ſo long an interregnum 
of the laws. In the courſe of three months, it orga- 
nized the municipalities and the primary aſſemblies ; it 
fixed the qualifications of electors; enacted proviſional 
laws relating to criminal juriſprudence, and to riots ; re- 
gulated ſuch part of the buſineſs of the taxes, as called 
moſt loudly for the interference of the legiſlature ; abo- 
liſhed lettres de caclet; ordered the penſion-liſt to be laid 
before it, and entered upon various branches of the af- 
fairs relative to the army, the pay of which jt augment- 
ed; turned its attention to the finances, on account of 
which it eſtabliſhed the caifſe de Pextraordinaire, and to 
the marine, with reſpect to which it meant to practiſe 
ftrift economy. Ere long, there was no more feudal 
ſyſtem to be ſeen, no more privileges, no more orders, 
no more corporations. The ſale of offices was aboliſhed : 
the nation had reſumed her rights of enacting laws and 
F . * . . 0 impoſing 
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impoſing taxes, and France ſaw none but citizens reſtored 
to their juſt rights, which had been forgotten during ſo 
many centuries. i 


Above all, it took advantage of the generous enthuſi- 
aſm, which had ſeized the people of France, in order 
to annihilate, for evermore, the unjuſt privileges of the 
provinces. Theſe privileges had been, during the em- 
pire of deſpotiſm, the only hope remaining to the friends 
of liberty; a hope continually fruſtrated, as the miniſ- 

had introduced there, with a more exquiſite degree 
of cunning, all the influence which deſpotiſm could em- 
ploy. They who, unable to deſtroy the kingdom, till 
entertained the hope of diſtracting her, exerted them- 
ſelves to prevail on the provinces which had ſtates, to 
claim, and even to clamour for their privilege. Theſe 
provinces had been organized into the three ancient 
orders, and theſe orders they were deſirous of preſerving. 
But the nation, fully aware of the nature of ſuch pre- 
tenſions, could not poſſibly fall into the ſnare ; and the 
National Aſſembly was obeyed with exultation, when, 
purſuant to the plan propoſed by the Abbe Sieyes, it or- 
dained the diviſion of the 7 into eighty- three de- 
partments, ſubdivided into diſtricts and cantons. More 
than two thouſand deputies of cities and of burghs, hur- 
ried ſtraightway to Paris from every quarter of the king- 
dom, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing their pretenſions; 
and, after three months ſpent in the moſt aſtoniſhing 
and painful labour, the diviſion was happily accompliſhed. 
Accordingly, it might have been ſaid, that we had no 
longer any provinces: nay, the very word province hath 
difappeared from our vocabulary. "The kingdom, then, 
was conſolidated, and the apprehenſion of a confederacy 
of republics was done away. . 


But the queſtion which moſt deeply occupied the at- 
tention of the Aſſembly, was that relative to the eſtates 
of the clergy, which the Aſſembly wiſhed to offer to the 
ſtate as a pledge of ſafety, as the ſole mean of liquidat- 
ing her enormous debt, and of ſaving her from the ig- 
nominy of bankruptcy. The moſt violent oppoſition 
aroſe in the very heart of the Aſſembly ; but at length 
it was decrced, that the eccleſiaftical eſtates were all at 
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the diſpoſal of the nation, ſubject, however, to the 
charge of providing in a proper manner, for the ex- 
pences of public worſhip, for the maintenance of its 
miniſters, and for the relief of the poor. It was or- 
dered, . that no pariſh miniſter ſhould have leſs than 
twelve hundred livres a year, excluſively of the houſe 
and gardens annexed to that parſonage. This cele- 
woke decree, paſſed on the ſecond of November 1789, 
was promulgated on the third, and, on the fourth, ac- 
cepted by the King. On the following day, the Na- 
tional Aſſembly gave the finiſhing blow to the privileged 
orders, by this fimple decrce, which, in France, is now 
become conſtitutional : THERE 18 NO LONGER ANY 
DISTINCTION OF ORDERS. f 


So great was the multitude of abuſes, with which 
every branch of the government was overwhelmed, that 
the National Aſſembly could not create without deſtroy- 
ing: but, at the ſame time, it raiſed a multitude of ene- 
mies againſt itſelf, My pen would prove unequal to the 
taſk of recording, all the means which were employed 
at once for diſcrediting the Aſſembly, the authority cf 
which poſſeſſed a great aſcendant over the nation, and 
theſe attempts were directed either to the obſtrufting it 
in its labours, or to the retarding their execution. "The 
clergy, incenſcd at ſceing its eftates alienated, and at be- 
ing reduced to ſalaries, put in practice thoſe meaſures ſo 
familiar to the church, and which, perhaps, might have 
ſucceeded but for the ſuppreſſion of the tithes, which 
ſpecies of revenue had been ſo well collected in the 
country. The ecclcſiaſtics accuſed the National Aſſem- 
bly of an intention to deſtroy religion. All the canons 
in the kingdom entered into a combination, and almoſt 
every chapter proteſted. Very many of the biſhops, af- 
ter the example cf the prelate of Tréguier, ovcrſpread 
their reſpective dioceſes with jncendiary mandates, and 
negociated a bull with Rome, for the intimidation of 
the weak-minded, and for devoting the National Aſſem- 
bly by the maledictions of the church. Nevertheleſs 
the Aſſembly diſconcerted this conſpiracy, by making 
- conſtant proteſtation, of its union with the Pope, as 
head of the Chriſtian church, with regard to ſpiritual 

/ Copcerns, 


( 105 ) 


concerns, and of its- fidelity to the religion of our fore- 
fathers. * | 


At the ſame time was carried on a prodigious manu- 
faQture of pamphlets and periodical publications. It was 
well known, that books had conſiderably aſſiſted the re- 
volution ; it was, therefore, imagined, that books might 
effect a counter-revolution : for this was the term which 
had been conſecrated by the party. The ecclefiaſtics ex- 
pected to dazzle the people of France, by diſſeminating 
ten times as many volumes againſt the National Aſſem- 
bly, as there had . been publiſhed in its favour : a multi- 
tude of printing- preſſes, both within and without the 
kingdom, were devoted to this pious merchandize ; all 
the different kinds of ſtyle were ſummoned to aid the 
holy cauſe ; poems, ſongs, epigrams, ſatires, tragedies, 
were written againſt the National Aſſembly, againſt its 
committees, againſt its moſt celebrated members, againſt 
the city of Paris, againſt the national guards, whom 
they mentioned with extraordinary contempt. Pam- 
phlets ſucceeded pamphlets, with a rapidity proportioned 
to the fury which engendered them. 


At the formation of the municipalities, the hopes of 
the privileged orders were awakend. This new autho- 
rity, the firſt degree in the future adminiſtration, but the 
only popular power at that time exiſting, appeared to 
them an infallible mean af diminiſhing in order to de- 
ſtroy. They aſpired, then, to fill theſe employments 
with their creatures, and this project proved not unſuc- ' 
ceſsful in ſome places. Wherever the electors had made 
an improper choice, they became victims to the arts of 
their enemies; and the maſſacres which have enſued in 
certain cities of the kingdom, were occaſioned by evil- 
minded municipalities, ; 

The parliaments, foreſecing their own ſuppreſſion, 
purſued a courſe leſs determined, as they were ſenſible 
hat their authority had never enjoyed any other fup- 
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. * The reader who wiſhes to ſee this grand buſineſs, relative 
to the change in the condition of the French clergy, treated 
more at large, will receive ample ſatisſaction from the two 
ſpeeches of Mirabeau on Eccleſiaſtical Property, and from his 
immortal ſpeech on The Civil Conflitutioh of the Clergy. © 
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ort, than that of public eſteem, which now they had 
orfeited for ever. But, in the two provinces, where 
the plot for carrying off the king had been laid, and 
almoſt brought to perfection, they diſplayed greater 
boldneſs, as they imagined that there their cauſe would be 
eſpouſed. The parliaments of Metz and Rouen durſt 
proteſt againſt the decrees of the National Aſſembly : 
their conduct was imitated by the parliament of Rennes, 
mighty, as it imagined, in the aid of the nobles of Bre- 
tagne. But the Aſſembly denounced its indignation 
againſt them; the towns under their juriſdiction loudly 
. exclaimed at their audacity; and theſe their grand ex- 
ertions produced no other effect, than to humble them 
ſtill more, and juſtify their approaching deſtruction. 


While the privileged orders were thus ardently em- 
ployed, the miniſtry ſerved their cauſe by its — , 
—5 by retarding the tranſmiſſion and the execution of 
the new laws, was prolonging the exiſtence of anarchy. 
It indulged the hope, that the people, diſguſted with 
confuſion, would call loudly for the old government, 
under which it enjoyed a ſtupid tranquillity, At the 
ſame time, theſe foes to liberty inſidiouſly created a ſcar- 
city of grain, inſidiouſly created a ſcarcity of ſpecie, in- 
ſidiouſly refufed to give employment to the artizans, in 
the hope that, at length, the people would grow weary 
of its own courage. 


Within the walls of the Aſſembly, ſome vehement 
. ſpeakers inflamed the party which lamented its loſt pri- 
vileges; and animoſities were there carried to ſo unwar- 
rantable lengths, that ſome repreſentatives of the people, 
to which their lives belonged, expoſed them, on ſeveral 
occaſions, in duels. 


Without the kingdom, the mal-contents, diſperſed 
through every court in Europe, and ſeconded by almoſt 
every one of our ambaſſadors, were endcavouring to 
diſſeminate their hatred againſt France; in thoſe courts 
they laid the foundations of a general confederacy of all 
the powers of Chriſtendom againſt us. Their object 
was, to perſuade the ſeveral crowned heads, that this 
cauſe was the cauſe of kings, and that it behoved kings 
to unite their ſtgength, in order to reſtore the arbitrary 
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authority of Louis XVI, Imprument men | who never 
perceived that they were, at the ſame. time, teaching 
Europe that this was alſo the cauſe of nations. Two 
princes, who had taken refuge at Turin, aſſembled there 
ſome of the gentry: they threatened us with an invaſion 
by the way of Nice, by the way of Savoy, and had 
ſent emiſſaries into Provence, to Nimes, to Lyon, while 
the King of Sardinia put, his army in motion on the 
frontiers. It was then publicly declared, that Paris was 
no longer worthy of the preſence of her King, and that 
Lyon deſerved the honour of becoming the capital of 
the empire. 


The National Aſſembly, occupicd in parrying theſe at- 
tacks, was ſtill advancing with great ttrides, trampling 
upon the ruins of deſpotiſm, combating every prejudice, 
diſcomſiting every error, making war on every abuſe, 
deſtroying uſurped rights, and re-eſtabliſhing that preci- 
OUS — Tau which gives anew to nations the robuft 
benefit of youth,* and regenerates them, by reſtoring 
them to their primitive ſtate of purity. The nation at 
large ſupported the Aſſembly ; and its table was covered 
with addreſſes from every town and city, expreſſive of 
their affection, of their admiration, of their gratitude, 
and promiſing it three millions of ſoldiers for the defence 
of the conſtitution, and encouraging it to perſevere in 
its patriotiſm. | ' 

In fine, the King himſelf appeared to lend it his aſſiſt- 
ance. One of the principal engines of the privileged 
party had been, to aſſert that the King was not at hber- 
ty, and that his accepting or ſanctioning the decrees 
preſented to him, was altogether againſt his inclination. 
He came, therefore, unſolicited to the National Aſſem- 
bly, on the 4th of February, and after complaining of 
the attempts made to ſhake the baſis of the new conſti- 
tution, he declared it to be his deſire, that it ſhould be 
univerſally known, that the monarch and the repreſen- 
tatives of the nation were united; that their wiſhes were 
the ſame, that he would defend that conſtitutional ly 
berty, the principles of which the general wiſh, in con- 
cert with his own, had conſecrated; and that, con- 

Ed | jointly 


* Rajeunit, 


( 108 ) 


jointly with the Queen, he would early form the heart 
and the ſentiments of his ſon, for that new order of 
things, which the circumſtances of the 'empire had in- 
troduced and ſanctified. | | 


As foon as the King had withdrawn, the Aſſembly 
voted him an addreſs of thanks; and, taking advantage 
of the conſternation into which this ſtep of the Monarch 
had thrown the minority of its members, and, deſirous 
of engaging them to coaleſce with the Aſſembly, with 
the King, and with the conſtitution, it decreed, that 
every member ſhould be obliged to take the civic oath, 
and that none ſhould be allowed to vote who had not 
flirſt performed that ceremony. It likewiſe decreed an 
addreſs to the provinces, in order to remind them of 
what the Aſſembly had done for the ſake of public li- 
berty, to lay before them what it propofed to do, for 
the' complete regeneration of the empire, and to prepoſ- 
feſs them againſt thoſe unfavourable impreſſions which 


evil- minded perſons were endeavouring to create amongſt 
them. 


This ſtep taken by the King, ſo evidently uncon- 
trolled, for a while diſconcerted the enemies of the pub- 
lic welfare, but did not determine them to relinquiſh 
their machinations. On the one hand, they ſtill affected 
to repreſent him as a martyr, and to decorate themſelves 
with the title of royaliſts ; but on the other hand, they 
thonght that they could place a more ſolid hope in- the 
exertions of the fugitive princes, and in the aſſiſtance 
which, by their account, all the ſovereigns of Europe 
were to afford them. The malcontents multiphed, in 
proportion as the National Aſſembly proceeded in its re- 
| formations : its moſt zealous partiſans were ſometimes 
aſtoniſhed at its boldneſs, and its enemies affected to deſ- 
piſe it for imprudence. They were perſuaded, that its 
labours would endure but for a- moment, and that the 
nation would, ere long, be obliged to return to the late 
government, or, at leaſt, to accept the conditions of the 
ſeance royale, of the paternal wiſdom of which conditions 
they till boaſted without intermiſſion. 


Determined on regaining their rights, or, at leaſt, to 
obtain revenge or to periſh, they employed at once ns 
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the means which each derived from his former dignity, 
or from his former influence. The army had been ever 
their hope ; no pains were ſpared to detach it from the 
intereſts of the nation: but the regiments gave, emu- 
louſly, the moſt convincing proofs of patriotiſm ; and, 
from that moment, the army became divided, like the 
nation, into two diſtin& parties, the privileged orders 
and the third eſtate, the officers and the private ſoldiers. 


Attempts were next made to ſow diviſion amongſt 
the regiments, to diſcontent them and corrupt them; 
this was attended with ſome unhappy conſequences in 
Hainault; a frontier of the Emperor; in Languedoc, 
where the emigrants maintained a correſpondence from 
Nice and from Turin : but the virtue of the nation, the 
patriotiſm which reſulted from it, and the ſoldiery, which 
had been deceived, ſoon diſcovered the error which they 
had committed; they themſelves complained loudly of 
the perfidious productions, by which their enemies were 
- endeavouring to make them hate the conſlitution. 


The tribunals ſtill exiſting, exerted themſelves to re- 
tain their authority; the parliament of Bourdeaux, in 
particular, left nothing unattempted with a view to ex- 
cite a revolt. The tribunals in which the provoſts pre- 
ſided, wreaked their vengeance upon ſuch citizens as 
were attached to the revolution. The Chatelet of Paris, 
eſpecially, appeared a valuable inſtrument,*from which 
important advantages might be frequently derived. The 
National Aſſembly had granted to it, proviſionally, and for 
a ſhort time, the power of trying criminals for treaſon 
againſt the nation; and this proviſional authority was 
prolonged, as ſoon as the Aſſembly underſtood that that 
tribunal took advantage of it, in order to inſtitute pro- 
ſ-cutions againſt ſeveral diſtinguiſhed members of the 
popular party. The Aſſembly would not endure that its 
virtue ſhould be even ſuſpected; and this probity for a 
long time proved dangerous to the public intereſt. The 
National Aſſembly was reproached with a fatal indulgence; 
it was urged from every quarter to erect a tribunal, for 
the trial of ſtate crimes, and for putting a ſtop to a mul- 
titude of flagitious undertakings, all which were till 
proceeding with, impunity. Paveras had been accuſed of 
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the deſign for carrying off the King, and conducting 
him to Péronne: the Chitelet condemned him to ſuffer 
death; and Faveras proteſted, to the laſt, that he was 
innocent. But another culprit eſcaped juſtice, although 
there had been diſcovered a ſcheme written with his own 
hand, wherein he propoſed, with reſpe& to Metz, the 
ſame plan which hath been ſince fruſtrated, with reſpect 
to Montmedy. Perhaps the man was innocent; but, 
| What proof was there that Faveras was guilty ? 


While the nobles were endeavouring to create diſſen- 
tions in the army, and the men of the law, aſſiſted by all 
the wiles of a multitude of practitioners, were employ- 
ing all the cunning of chicane, the clergy was making 
uſe of the weapons which are peculiar to it. In every 
age, and in every nation, it hath been the maxim of the 
ſacerdotal order, to conſider religion and itſelf as one and 
the ſame thing, in like manner as every teacher con- 
founds his doctrine with himſelf; the cauſe of the prieſt- 
hood hath been invariably the cauſe of Heaven; he who 
Injures the prieſts, injures God. They accordingly at- 
tempted, on ſeveral occaſions, to bring the cauſe of Hea- 
ven before an Aſſembly which ſhould confine itſelf to 
the regulation of earthly concerns. The Aſſembly at 
length declared, that its attachment to the Catholic reli- 
gion of Rome could not be called in queſtion, at a time 
when that worſhip was placed by the Aſſembly at the 
head of various articles of public expence, and that the 
maj.!y of religion, and the profound reſpect due to it, 
did not allow of its becoming a ſubje& of debate, ſince 
the Aſſembly had no power over conſciences. This ſage 
reſponſe, of which, antecedently to the eſtabliſhment of 
the United States, no nation, no ſovereign, had afforded 
any example, furniſhed the clergy with the deſired _ 
text for proteſting againſt the proceedings of the Nati- 
onal Aſſembly.* The pulpits, and particularly the con- 
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* The prieſthood, by its vain pretenſions, and by its cri- 
niinal uſurpations, hath been uniformly undermining that very 
worſhip which it affefs ta defend. It hath accuſtomed the 
people to conſider religion and the miniſters of religion as one 


and the ſame thing; what, then, is the conſequence ? 2 
theſe 


Wo 


feſonals, reſounded with declamations againſt it. In 
various places were renewed certaih ancient religious cuſ- 
toms, which, latterly, good ſenſe and reaſon had ſuffer= 
ed to fall into oblivion. The people, in amazement, 
ſubmitted to the impoſition ; and ſeveral towns were wit- 
neſſes to ſcenes of rage and bloodſhed, in conſequence of 
theſe religious and irrational diſputes, But theſe out- 
rages were not imitated in other parts of the kingdom; 
they were the final vociferations of fanaticiſm, in regi- 
ons which ſhe had hitherto bedrenched with blood at 
pleaſure. 


At the ſame time, complaints were made, that the 
miniftry was collecting an army in Bretagne, where 
the towns inſiſted that an army was not neceſlary ; that 
the garriſons were withdrawn from the frontiers, where 
the affrighted towns required their preſence ; that the na- 
tional guards upon theſe frontiers were unſupplied with 
arms, while the Emperor, the King of Sardinia, and the 
King of Spain, were aſſembling battalions, which ſeem- 
ed deſtined to invade us; that the city of Marſeilles was 
filled with ſoldiery, as if there had been an intention to 
favour the approach of the Spaniſh fleet. 


The mal-contents went even as far as Germany and 
England, in _ of writers diſpoſed to wield the pen 
in their behalf. They cauſed the labours of theſe writers 
to be tranſlated into our language, with the view of 
perſuading inconſiderate minds, that we were condemn- 
ed by every nation in Europe. But they perſuaded none 
but thoſe who were well inclined to be perſuaded, and 
each recognized, in thoſe productions, the materials with 


which he himſelf had furniſhed the authors. 
| Not 


theſe miniſters, by their ſlothfulneſs and voluptuouſneſs, have 
incurred the — of the laity, that diſreſpect is unhap- 
pily extended to religion herſelf. Again; by their uſurpa- 
tions and their deſpotiſm they have diſguſted an enlightened 
«ze, and given occaſion for that alarming notion which is but 
* 2 with many, that the Chriſtian religion is unfa- 
vourable to human liberty; whereas, true Chriſtianity is the 
protectreſs of liberty. us hath the clergy been conducivg 
to thoſe writings of injudicious, though ingenious men, which 


have been unjuſtly dignified with the title of philoſophy. 
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Not a few of the financiers, who were diſſatisfied with 
the new order of things, exerted theniſelves to feed this 
confuſion, They refuſed to receive the taxes; they ap- 
lied themſelves to the diſerediting the national notes, 
Es by the name of aſſignats, becauſe their payment 
is alſigned upon a ſecurity of many hundred millions. 
They affected to put them in competition with notes, 
which had no kind of ſecurity whatever. They even 
dared to propheſy, that the national eſtates would never 
be put up to ſale. 


Within the walls of the Aſſembly, the privileged party 
employed itſelf in retarding the operations, for the pur- 
poſe of continuing the ſtate of anarchy; in vitiating the 
decrees, when its influence preponderated, in order to 
procure the enaction of bad laws; in diſturbing the Aſ- 
ſembly by ſcandalous behaviour, with a view of depriv- 
ing it of the public eſteem; in proclaiming themſelves 
the King's friends, in order to beget an opinion that the 
patriots were his enemies; its diligent correſpondence 
ſcattered regularly through the provinces, every pamphlet 
which was the offsprings of its policy, and every pro- 
= which it deemed worthy of being put in execution, 

very perſon was convinced, tkat the leaders of this 
party held intelligence with the Queen, to whoſe apart- 
ments they frequently reſorted ; and theſe conferences 
received the title of the Auſirion Committee, as the Empe- 
ror was ſuppoſed to be their prime mover and protector. 
One of the principal practices of this party was, to cauſe 
certain periodical papers, affecting an air of popularity, 
to be read to the King; and as, in theſe papers, the 
King was perſonally and virulently abuſed, the party in- 
dulged the hope of diſguſting him with his ſituation, and 
of prevailing on him to eſcape at the firſt favourable op- 
portunity, Aggordingly it was ſuſpected by many, that 
the authors of theſe outrageous journals received their 
wages from the party. . 


But the deputics of the patriotic party hug as 
much activity in defeating theſe plots, as their advcrſa- 
ries ſhewed in, contriving them. The nation, agitated 
by theſe contraty impulſions, became only the more im- 
patient and mare active: fully acquainted with her true 

intereſts, 
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intereſts, ſhe did not ſuffer herſelf to be deceived by any 
ſpecies of hypocriſy. The immenſe number of addreſſes, 
and of patriotic offerings, already proved indiſputably 
the opinion of the public : but, at length, the citizens 
of Anjou and Bretagne, wearied with theſe repeated 
agitations; by which attempts were made to melt 
down * the national courage, united in a grand confe- 
deration of men in arms. Their example was followed 
by the reſt of the kingdom, alike tired of the many ob- 
ſtacles oppoſed to their new liberty. Nothing was to 
be ſeen any where but battalions of citizens, who aſſem- 
bled in thouſands; were ſwearing to live free, or to pe- 
riſh, The clang of arms, the military muſic, the ban- 
ners floating on the wind, the delightful ſentiments of 
brotherhood, which bound ſo greit a multitude to one 
and the ſame cauſe; all awakened in their hearts the en- 
thuſiaſm of liberty. The troops of the line deſired to 
take a part in theſe confederations; ſeveral of their com- 
manders, in conjunction with the miniſtry, for a long 
time refuſed their "requeſt ; but, at length, the King 
himſelf permitted the ſoldiers to be patriots. France 
beheld four millions of men in arms upon her plains, 
millions conſcious of their ſtrength, and well acquainted 
with their rights. P 
While the machinations of the mal-contents were 
every where diſconcerted by this mighty diſplay of force, 
and the carth ſeemed to bring forth armies, the National 
Aſſembly was proceedirig in its operations. It had paſſed - 
a multitude of ſucceſſive decrees, for the preſervation of 
the eſtates of the clergy, which eſtates were, in ſeveral 
places ſuffering conſiderably; both from the friends and 
from the enemics of the new 2 — 4 It had 
made every neceſſary regulation ecuring that preci- 
ous 8 which 2 for the debt of the na- 
tion, and for eſtabliſhing the maintenance of the ecele- 
ſiaſtics. It had ſuſpended the monaſtic yows,. it finiſhed 
with ſuppreſſing them, . and fixed the mode of treatment 
to be obſerved with reſpect to thoſe who had e 
to ariy of the religious communities. Its zeal was ſig- 
nalized by new benefits for = people. It — the 
uty 
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. upon hides, upon oils, upon ſoap, upon ſtarch, 


and upon the marking of iron, deſtructive duties, the 
abolition of which had been demanded in the inſtructi- 
ons of its conſlituents. Above all, it aboliſhed the ga- 
belle, * that hateful and diſaſtrous impoſt, againſt which 
the nation had ineffectually clamoured in ſeveral meet- 
ings of the States-General, and which, for ſeveral cen- 
turies, had proved the ſource of much ſedition, and, 
conſequently, of much puniſhment. The neceffities of 
the ſtate obliged the Aſſembly to introduce, proviſionally, 
in, place of the gabelle, a contribution more ſupportable. 
In the ſame manner, it hath ſince ſuppreſſed the heavy 
tax upon tobacco; and theſe two neceſſaries, tobacco 
and ſalt, became, at daſt, an object of commerce. The 
people felt the adyaktage of paying only one ſous for 
ſalt, which before had coſt it fourteen. 


Meanwhile the Aſſembly framed a code relative to the 
redemption of the feudal rights; it drew up regulations 
| for the temporary payment of tithe ; it was feriouſly, 
and for a long time, occupied in the organization of the 
judicial power; it laid the foundations of new laws with 
reſpect to the uniformity + of weights and meaſures ; an 


important undertaking, but which requires the co-opera- 


tion of ſeveral powers ; it promiſed the inſtitution of ju- 
ries, a promiſe which it hath ſince performed, the only 
ſubſtantial pledge of individual liberty, and which had 
exiſted at the commencement of the monarchy ; it de- 
creed a free trade to India; it laid down the principles 
of its future polity, with relation to the colonies, a 


polity which hath ſince been but too much diſregarded, by. 


obliging the Aſſembly to determine upon queſtions, as 
to which it would, at firſt, have proved ſufficient to con- 
ſult ſituations and occaſions ; and it ſent out inſtructions 
to the_cclonies ; laftly, it ſet at liberty all ſuch as had 
been imprifoned by arbitrary commands, and referred 
their reſpective ciſes to the regular courſe of juſtice, 


The abolition of the feudal rights had infringed upon 
the revenues of certain foreign princes or ſeigneurs, who 
Were 


* The falt tax. 
1 L'unité. 


* 
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were proprietors in France; the Aſſembly made them a 
propoſal for adjuſting the indemnifications, to which 
they ſeverally laid claim. This affair was productive of 
threats from the ſaid princes, who pretended to a right 
- of ſovereigaty within their French territories, and that 
this right could not be compenſated with money; ſtrange 
— to iſſue from the lips of princes! for every 
one knows that princes poſſeſs the liberty of ſelling, not 
only their rights of ſovereignty, but likewiſe their ciries, 
their provinces, and their ſubjects. Some proprietary 

rinces threatened to invade France with the military 
Reer of Germany. The Aſſembly, unſhakeable in its 
reſolutions, and in its plan of maintaining the unifor- 
mity of the laws and of rights within the realm, re- 
turned no other anſwer than a ſecond offer of indemni- 
fication. a 


Meanwhile the Aſſembly laid down gonſtitutional 
principles, relative to the army; it framed proviſional 
regulations for the national guards, until that body, 
which is the true public force, ſhould be organized; it 
regulated the expences of the department of foreign af- 
fairs, and the expences of the council, and the amount 
of the King's penſion improperly termed the civil liſt. 
And at a time; when the minds of men were elevated 
with the lofty idea of the future glory of France, and 
had deeply imbibed the ſovereign principles of liberty, 
the Aſſembly decreed mural crowns to the conquerors of 
the Baſtille, cauſed the figures of the chained nations to 
be removed from the inſulting pedeſtal of the ſtatue of 
Louis XIV. declared that the French nation would ne- 
ver more make war, from a ſpirit of making conqueſts ; 
attached Corſica to France by the delighful chains of li- 
berty and equality; and rendered a — homage to 
theſe rights of human ſociety, by a public mourning for 
the death of Franklin. ö 


Theſe two careers, ſo oppoſite, of the National AC 
ſembly on the one ſide, and of its enemies on. the other, 
could not fail of being attended with unequal ſucceſs; 
Tt is eaſy to judge, whether the advantage lay with 
thoſe, who were deſirous of giving to the empire, which 

2 | demanded 
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demanded it, a vigorous and free conſtitution, er with 
thoſe whoſe only with was, to obſtruſt it or deſtroy it. 


There was one decree, in particular, which provoked 
the privileged party more than any of thoſe which had 
been paſſed; and yet, this decree required nothing but 
the ſacrifice of certain frivolous rights, unworthy of the 
citizens of a ſtate enjoying liberty: it was the decree 
againſt titles, armorial bearings, and liveries. It was 
propoſed and ſeconded by the patriotic deputies of the 
order of nobility heretofore exiſting. The 3 
of coats of arms was a conſequence derived from the 
abolition of nobility, of the feudal ſyſtem, and of pri- 
vileges; for blazonry, and the armorial enſigns peculiar 
to the nobles, were the emblems of the feudal authority, 
and liveries bore an affinity to theſe colours; and, with 
reſpect to titles, they appertained either to a nobility 
which no longer was in exiſtence, or to vanity, the ir- 
reconeileable enemy of equality, and which, conſe- 
quently, ought to be aboliſhed by the laws, in order that 
it may be aboliſhed by our manners. 


From this day, then, the greateſt part of the nobles 
of the kingdom became the unappeaſable enemies oſ the 
conſtitution; it hath even been aſſerted more than once, 
that this decree had determined them to excite a civil 
war, and to periſh upon the ruins of France, rather 
than renounce their claim to honour, To honour! aſto- 
niſting and memorable inſtance of the frivolity of hu- 
mankind, and of the deſpotiſm of prejudices! But this 
very indignation hath juſtified the decree; it hath 
proved, that the nobles were thus tenacious of the ſym- 
bols of their former influence, only becauſe they did not 
look upon that influence as loft, or becauſe they che- 
riſhed the hope of recovering it. Many of thoſe who 
approved this law, cenſured the National Aſſembly as 
baving enacted it too ſoon, and at a time when all the 
conſpiracies were in agitation, and every court in Eu- 
rope ſolicited to become our enemy. But, if we con- 
ſhder the circumſtances only, we may obſerve alſo, that 
the moment when France poſſeſſed moſt energy, was 

the 


. 


the moment for diſcomfiting the plots againſt her li- 
bert y. * 


In fact, her force was prodigious, if the force of an 
empire conſiſts in the courage and the fidelity of its ei- 
tizens. The contempt affected for her militia, cauſed 
in the nation no ſurpriſe ; for the Perſians in the ſame 
manner had contemned the Greeks, the Spaniards con- 
temned the Hollanders, and Burgundy and Auſtria be- 
held Switzerland with diſdain. But France can boaſt a 
phalanx of eight hundred thouſand men, who have 
every one borne arms, and all the reſt were determined 
to be freemen, or to periſh. 


It was at the moment when all the citizens were 
united one to another, by federal agreements, and when 
France was overſpread with camps, of twelve, of twenty, 
and of thirty thouſand men, the Aſſembly decreed a ge- 
neral confederation at Paris, by deputations from all the 
citizen-ſoldiers, as well as from the troops upon the 
other eſtabliſhment. The 14th of July was the day on 
which the Baſtille was taken, and from which France 
hath dated the new era of her liberty. The Champ de 
Mars, for ever famous for the aſſemblage of the troops, 
which, the year preceding, had menaccd ruin to the ca- 
pital, was the appointed place of rendezvous, as if in 
order to purify, with incenſe burned in honour of li- 
berty, a plain which had been polluted by the veſtiges 
of deſpotiſm. It bears, at this day, the name of The 
Field of the Confederatisn. 


This field, which is four hundred toiſes in length, and 
of a breadth proportionate, is bounded to the right and 
left by lofty trees, while the perſpeQtive is terminated b 
the Military School. There it was that, on a vaſt leaf. 
fold, the National Aſſembly and the King were to be 
placed, in order that the pectators might be witneſſes of 

3 the 


] confeſe that I cannot refuſe my aſſent to this opinion 
of the French hiſtorian. It appears to have been a ſtroke of 
true policy in the National Aſſembly. to ſtrip the nobles of 
their uniform, if one ma ſo expreſs it, and *hus ronfourd 
them with the maſs of ſociety. Take awzy the badge of a 
party, and you diminyſh its firength. 
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the oath, which was to be taken for the preſervation of 
the conſtitution. 'The grand idea was conceived, of 
ſeating within the incloſure four hundred thouſand ſpec- 
tators, who were expeCted to be preſent at this auguſt 
ceremony. It was neceſſary to remove. ſeveral feet of 
earth from the ſurface, and to carry that earth to the 
ſides of the encloſure, for the purpoſe of forming ſeats, 
after the manner of an amphitheatre. Twelve thou- 
ſand labourers, unprovided with other work, were em- 
ployed upon this occaſion ; but this mercenary taſk was 
making but a flow progreſs, and the work to be accom- 
pliſhed was immenſe. The inhabitants of Paris were 
apprehenſive, that the field would not be ready againſt 
the 14th of July, and the commemoration of that era 
was precious to them. Then it was, that one of thoſe 
traits, which charaQterize at once the paſſion for liberty, 
and the vivacity of the French, was diſplayed in all its 
vigour, The citizens took the taſk upon themſelves, 
From every quarter of that vaſt city were ſeen march- 
ing, two and two, the inhabitants ſhouldering the ſhovel 
and the ſpade, and animated by muſic, the airs of which 
reminded them of the deliciouſneſs of liberty, and pro- 
miſed them the victory over their enemies. They were 
accompanied by their wives and their daughters. Some 
prieſts, and ſome of thoſe who had belonged to monaſtic 
orders, marched with them fide by fide. - The workmen, 
the artiſans of different profeſſions, mixed joyfully with 
the throng, preceded. by various enſigns expreflive of 
their patriotiſm. Ere long the earth, removed by ſo 
many generous and free hands, was conveyed to the ſpot 
fixed on for the erection of the ſeats, or ſerved to ele- 
vate, in the centre, the majeſtic altar of their country. 
The ſpectator beheld, with a ſentiment of tenderneſs, 
delicate women impelling the wheel-barrow, or handling 
the ſhovel. Mothers, while urging their children to 
join in the general taſk, addreſſed to each of them theſe 
expreſſions : My ſon; thou wilt one day tell thy chil- 
* -dren, that thy hands aſſiſted in erecting the altar of 
“ thy country.” Affected by this ſpectacle, the ſol- 
diers deputed from the provincial federations, lent the 
| ＋ n e aid 


Pour y ſormer les gradins. 
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aid of their vigorous arms to the labours of the Pariſian 
multitude, In the courſe of a few days was complete] 
prepared, for the national ceremony, a theatre of ſo 
vaſt magnitude, that nothing like it had ever before been 
performed by human hands. | | 


At length that ceremony, for ever memorable, took 
place. The citizen-troops of the departments, diſtin- 
guiſhed by their banners, the infantry, the cavalry, the 
marines, and the foreign ſoldiery in the ſervice of 
France, were marſhalled-in due order; after which, the 
King and the National Aſſembly took the oath to main- 
tain the conſtitution ; the oath was repeated by all the 
Citizens under arms, and the. immenſe concourſe of 
ſpectators applauded the ſolemn obligation. They all 
ſwore, likewiſe, to continue free, or periſh. This oath 
was pronounced, on the ſame day, through the whole 
extent of the kingdom. 
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BOOK Tuz FIFTH. 


NE of the great benefits conferred on France by the 
recent revolution, was the reſtoring to the people 
that exiſtence, civil and political, which it had loſt for 
ſo many ages, and of which it is deprived in moſt go- 
veraments. It hath been too long a maxim, that the 
people is to be ruled by a rod of iron; that it is incapa- 
ble of underſtanding its true intereſts; that the homeli- 
neſs of its education, and of its labours, unfits it for at- 
tention to matters of public concern ; and that the care 
of governing it muſt be confided to perſons of a higher 
claſs, who underſtand its intereſts better than it does itſelf. 
In the revolution of France, endeavours have been made 
to ſupport theſe ſophiſms by examples. The violences 
to which the people hath been driven in various places 
not only againſt its oppreſſors, but even ſometimes againſt 
the innocent, and thoſe who had never offended it by 
any direct injury, have been adduced as arguments to 
prove, that it ſhould be excluded from all influence over 
the adminiſtcation of the commonwealth. 

But, beſides that jt is inhuman to take advantage of 
the ignorance of a people, that the government un- 
der which it lived had rendered ignorant ; of a homeli- 
neſs, the fruit of that policy which conſiſted in aban- 
doning it to a brutiſh ſtupidity ; and of the vices of ſer- 
vitude, which ought rather to be lamented than con- 
demned, fince that ſervitude had been impoſed on it, in 
ſpite of nature which revolts at the degradation, it is not 
difficult tp pereeive, that the lords of humankind hold 
ſuch language for no other reaſon, than becauſe they are 
in love with authority. '' e 

Add to this, that nothing can juſtify the violation of 
the rights of ſociety, and the univerſal injury committed 
DE Ys We P * againſt 
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againſt man, when one or more individuals pretond to 
the right of governing the remainder, and of propagat- 
ing their tyranny from generation to generation.“ The 
ſocial contract, which had firſt united them all as equals, 
conferred not upon any of them the excluſive goyern- 
ment of all of the reſt. The public intereſt was the in- 
tereſt of every one; and, as laws are, after all, but con- 
ventions, it is evident, that thoſe intereſted in them 
ſhould all participate in their formation. The aſſertion, 
that à ſingle individual knows better than a whole peo- 
ple what 1s fit for its condition, is a grand impoſture, con- 
tradifted by almoſt every hiſtory of royal government. 
How many monarghs have there been, who thonght of 
nothing but their owa enjoyments, but of gratifying 
their 123 but of augmenting their revenues and ac- 
cumulating authority, but of ſacrificing their ſubjects in 
order to aggrandize their terrjtorjes, and of purchaſing, 
with the ſlaughter of millions, the lying appellation of 
Great ! Had their ſubjects been conſulted, would the lat- 
ter have conſented to be governed by ſuch maxims? 


Good ſenſe and 'experience agree in proving, that, 
whenever the people hath been permitted to direct its 
own affairs, it hath directed them with reaſon and intel- 
ligence. For this very form of government obliges the 
people to learn its true intereſts, and teaches it to com- 
„ them, hen it is not under the neceſſity of re- 

ing on the knowledge of others. Ignorance is the 

pring which aQuates deſpotic governments; a general 
diffuſion of knowledge is the ſoul of ſtates which enjoy 
liberty. To obey the laws of the former, it is nepeſſary 
that the people ſhould know nothing; to obey the latter, 
it is neceſſary that the people ſhould know every thing. 
But, when all- the different kinds of deſpotiſm combine 
for their reciprocal ſupport, and for the purpoſe of abaſ- 
ing the people, which pays them and maintains them, 
the calumnies wherewith they attempt to blacken that 
great maſs, rebound upon the very tyrants who inſult 
it. In vain do the prieſts tell the people, which they 
have ſtupefied, that the power of * the deſpots is a 
power divine, and that we muſt kiſs the rod wherewith 


they 
De pere en fils. 
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they are pleaſed to ſcourge us: it is well known that 
they never preach a doctrine like this, but when the 
deſpots and themſelves are in amity. 


The hatred, therefore, which hath been manifeſted in 
France, againſt the privileged orders, was founded upon 
the communication cabſiſting between them and the 
Court, which was making every effort to uphold the 
empire of deſpotiſm. The e perceived, that theſe 
three ancient powers were ſupporting one another, with 
the ſole view of cruſhing it the more eaſily, and of fat- 
tening upon the product of its painful and inceſſant la- 
bours.* But, now that the revolution hath advanced in 
its career, when the ſword hath been releaſed from the 
ſcabbard, and the partiſans of privileges have proclaim- 
ed here and through all Europe, that they were prepar- 
ing to take ſignal vengeance for the outrages which they 
* imagined they had received, the nation hath beheld in 
them her determined and avowed enemies. The alarm- 
ed citizens repreſented to themſelves the horrible pro- 
ſcriptions which would fall upon their heads, ſhould this 
triple alliance prove victorious. They fancied that they 
faw Paris red with rivers of plebeian blood, + that they 
ſaw her depopulated, that ſcaffolds were erected in all 
parts of the kingdom, that the repreſentatives of the 
people were delivered up to the hand of the executioner ; 
on the contrary, ſhould the nation give a looſe to that 
energy which the had ſo recently developed, they beheld 
her plunged in all the miſery of civil war, and terminat- 
ing in anarchy or ſervitude. 


At length, when the privileged orders, no longer re- 
lying on their own ſtrength, hurried from one court to 
another to ſummon kings to their aſſiſtance, the French 
confidered tyranny with augmented deteſtation. They 
were aſtoniſhed, that ſeven or eight men or women of 
Europe ſhould imagine that they had a right to fill France 
with blood and ſlaughter, becauſe they were crowned 
heads. They * contraſted the conduct of kings, with 
whom every pretence is juſt, for carrying fire and ſword 
; | | amongſt 


ge nourrir de ſes ſueurs et de ſon ſang. 
+ Nageant dans le ſang. 
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amongſt their neighbours, with the conduct of a free 
and upright ſtate, Which ranks reſpect for its neighbours 
among its firſt and nobleſt duties.“ They lamented the 
lot of nations in ſubjection to the arbitrary will of one 
man, who is ever diſpoſed to ſacrifice the lives of thou- 
ſands like himſelf, to his wayward and miſtaken intereſts. 
But the nobles, in particular, were become more and 
more the objects of their averſion. They conſidered as 
traitors to their native land all partiſans of privileges, who, 
diſhonouring themſelves in order to recover a ſpurious 
honour, were looking for nothing leſs than an opportu- 
nity to cruſh their country, and to deliver her up a prey 
to all the horrors of civil war. Incapable of truſting to 
the diſintereſtedneſs of kings, they imagined that they 
ſaw them concerting to diſmember France, and agreeing 
upon the partition of her empire. They ſaw Louis XVI. 
that King, whom all good Frenchmen were' ſtruggling 
to ſuſtain, againſt the arts of his pretended adherents, 
deſpoiled, perhaps, of his crown, and relinquiſhing the 
poſt of royalty, to princes who were playing a. more diſ- 
tinguiſhed part than he. They deplored his misfortune 
of being led aſtray by perfidious counſels, and of being 
ignorant that this conſpiracy was directed againſt him- 
ſelf; they ſaw with pity, that his adviſers ſought to avail 
themſelves of his name, for the ſole purpoſe of diſguiſing 
their barbarities, and of reducing him to reign over a 
a deſert. The revolution was now juſtified. The French 
eſteemed it happineſs to be diſencumbered of ſuch maſ- 
ters, whoſe menaces and whoſe vengeance ſhewed what 
price ſhould be affixed on the benefits and ſervices of 
which they loudly vaunted. The value of liberty was 
felt now more than ever; ſhe became the idol of every 
heart; and the citizens, to a man, were prepared to con- 
quer or to die for her. 


The National Aſſembly, on its part, felt more ſtrong- 
ly the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing a conſtitution, which 
ould preſerve France, in future, from tyranny of every 
kind, It publiſhed the declaration of the rights of man, 
and of a citizen, at a juncture when, being as yet not 
| . | _ ſufficiently 


Au rarg de ſes premiers devoirs. 
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ſufficiently confirmed, it knew not whether it ſhould ob- 
tain the right of enacting laws upon thoſe principles. 
It had imparted to the citizens the knowledge of their 
rights, as a ſick father, who ſuſpects that he hath but 


a little time to hve, .delivers over to his heir the title 0 
deeds of his poſſeſſions. Then, by degrees, as time and c 
its own labours had eſtabliſhed and juſtified the authority ] 
of the conſtituting body, it aſcertained the civil rights of c 
the citizens, the equality of taxation, of admiſſion to a 
employments, of puniſhments, and of rewards; it al- t 
lowed liberty of action, of ſpeech, of writings, of opi- b 
nions, of religions, and of religious worſhip, under the t. 
protection of the law, which puniſhes no wrongs but v 
thoſe done to ſociety, or to individuals. It encompaſſed te 
each citizen with every precaution which can ſecure his 11 
perſonal liberty, and protect him from arbitrary proceed- 
ings, from the inſolence and the vexations of ſubaltern 
tyrants, who are frequently more cruel, and always more 4 
intolerable than their principals, | hy 
Adopting the maxim of Monteſquieu, that a people fo 
cannot be free, if the different powers be united in a ſin- th 
gle hand, it placed the legiſlative power ia the union of in 
the body of the repreſentatives of the people, which . 
dictates, and of the King, who refuſes or conſents; the tic 
executive power in the hands of the Monarch, and in tic 
the hands of magiſtrates elected at ſtated times by the 
people. Juſtices of peace, appointed in each canton, bl 
are there to hear and determine petty cauſes; tribunals, fie 
erected in the ſeveral diſtrits, are to decide ſuits of a 
greater importance. There are to be, in theſe diſtriQs, pre 
two degrees of juriſdiction, and an appeal is to lie from th: 
one tribunal to the other. A criminal court of judica- the 
ture is to be eſtabliſhed in each department, and the ci- po 
tizens are to be tried by their peers, Laſtly, a court of ho! 
caſſation, the authority of which is to extend no farther, has 
than to the deciding on violations of judicial forms, or mal 
on the competency of tribunals, crowns this edifice of * 
legiſlation. Meanwhile, a high national court, and ju- ex 
ries, judge of treaſons againſt the nation; bureaux of oa; 
conciliation compoſe family differences; arbitration, open frar 


to every citizen, is as the veſtibule of the temple of juſ- 
| tice, 


\ 
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tice, where humanity ſits for the purpoſe of reſtraining 
and calming the paſſions; and juſtice is adminiſtered gra- 
tuitouſly, | 


For the regulation of national buſineſs, it was de- 
creed by the Aſſembly, that the legiſlative body thould 
annually aſcertain the taxes and the expences ; that the 
King ſhould, by his agents, receive the former, and ac- 
count for the latter; that, ſubject to the King's orders, 
an adminiſtration for each department ſhould aſſeſs the 
taxes, receive the revenues, and adminiſter the public 
buſineſs ; and that, under its igtCtion, an adminiſtra- 
tion for each diſtrict ſhould execute the King's orders 
within its peculiar juriſdiction. The police of each 
town, or community, was entruſted to popular magiſ- 
trates, elected by the citizens. 


The National Aſſembly having thus diſtributed the 

wers, next regulated their functions, their equilibrium, 
and their reſpective limits. It organized a public force, 
both for interna] ſecurity, and for a ſafeguard againſt 
foreign invaſion. With reſpect to its connections with 
the neighbouring nations, while it maintained the exiſt- 
ing alliances, it declared that it would not engage in any 
war from a ſpirit of conqueſt. A long catalogue of par- 
ticular laws regulated the whole detail of theſe conſtitu- 
tional ordinances. 


Such was the conſtitution, which the National Aſſem- 
bly was giving to France, notwithſtanding the oppoſi- 
tion made by ſeveral of the privileged party who were 
members of that body, and the obftacles which daily 
preſented themſelves. Not a few are pleaſed to inſiſt, 
that this conſtitution is faulty; but the wonder is, that 
the National Aſſembly hath been able to atchieve it, com- 
poſed, as that body was, of two parties unequivocally 
hoſtile in their deſigns. Such as it is, the conſtituting 
body, after having eſtabliſhed for a principle, that the 
nation 1s the ſovereign, and that the general will is the 
law, ſubmits to the inſpection of the people, to the 
experience, to the wiſdom, and to the neceſſities of ſuc- 
ceeding generations, the conſtitution * which it hath 
framed. It hath guarded its work at once from the pre- 

| Cipitance 
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cipitance of reformation; and from that indolerice which 
permits the growth and the accumulation of abuſes, 


The conſolidation of the public debt was alſo the ob- 
ject of its cares. It had rejected with abhorrence every 
propoſal that aimed at bankruptcy, which, under the 
pretext of liquidating the nation's debts in a ſingle day, 
would have overwhelmed her with ignominy, without 
ſaving her from the miſchiefs which attend all partial 
bankruptcies, and from the univerſal ruin which ſuch 
miſchiefs would have cauſed. It had given as a ſecurity 
to the creditors of the public, the eccleſiaſtical eſtates 
and the domains of the crown, valued at many hungred 
millions. As a compenſation to the clergy, the Aſſem- 
bly had aſſigned upon the public revenues, as well the 
proviſion for the ecoleſiaſties employed in the ſacred mi- 
niſtry, as the penſions of the eccleſiaſtics of the ſup- 
p eſſe religious orders. The ſum amounted to more 
than one hundred and fifty millions a year; but the 
penſions were to expire * ſucceſſively by the death of 
the reſpective penſioners. It, moreover, charged the 
nation with the reimburſement of the holders of that 
multitude of employments and offices, of which we have 
made mention at the beginning of this hiſtory, and 
which could no longer ſubſiſt after the ſuppreſſion of the 
ſale of offices. The Aſſembly ordered that that compen- 
ſation ſhould be effected by degrees. Twelve hundred 
millions of af/ignats upon the national property proved 
ſufficient for this repayment, whether the claimants 
ſhould be inclined to acquire that ſpecies of property, 
cr ſhould prefer keeping the aſſignats in order to circu- 
late them as money, | 


The Aſſembly was alſo occupied in the reformation of 
the revenues. It had aboliſhed certain impoſts become 
odious to the people, on account of the vexations that 
attended their collection, which laſt was, moreover, ex- 
tremely complicated and expenſive. It adoptec the noble 
idea of diſburthening the kingdom of all thoſe inconve- 
nient and vexatious tolls, which interrupt the traveller 
at every gate of every town, and upon every highway. 

The 


* Diminuer, 
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The land of France was to be free. There were no more 
provinces in that land, and the kingdom was conſoli- 
dated. It was the with of rhe Aſſembly, that the pro- 
qucts of the earth and of induſtry ſhould henceforth 
enjoy#an unlimited circulation, and that the traveller 
ſhould no longer be tormented on his journey by inqui- 
ſitorial fearches, nor the citizen in his houſe, by the in- 
truſive viſits of the revenue-officer. Theſe officers, 
therefore, were removed to the frontiers, there to receive 
the duties upon the merchandize of foreign countries. 
And for theſe commodities a tarif was ordained, 


The abolition of theſe oppreſſive impoſts left a vaſt 
void in the finances, and this void it was now neceſ- 
ſary to fill up. At the ſame time, it was neceſſary to 
ſubſtitute a mode of taxation, which might ſuffice for 
expences that were conſiderable, although reduced, and 
which might not alarm the people, naturally inclined 
to complain of taxes, of what kind ſoever they be. The 
aſſembly eſtabliſhed a land-tax, a tax on perſonal pro- 
perty, a duty upon patents granted for new inventions 
in the arts of ded, a ſtamp-duty upon paper and 
parchment, and upon the regiſtry of deeds and other 
legal inſtruments. But the delay unavoidable in the 
conſtruction of this plan, and particularly in its execu- 
tion, in the creation of offices, in the appointing to em- 
ployments, in the formation of regiſters, and in the 
uſſeſſment of the impoſts, retarded the receipt of theſe 
ſeveral contributions. Nor were there wanting other 
circumſtances, unfavourable to diſpatch. "The perſons 
who had been long in poſſeſſion of thoſe employments, 
percerving but too plainly that they themſelves ſhould 
be diſmiſſed, no longer attended to any thing but their 


' own private intereſts ; they neglected to levy impoſts 


which the Aſſembly had ordained, and were fumetimes 
induced to hope, that theſe artful delays would either 
obſtruct or deſtroy the movements of this new machine. 
The directories, overburthened with buſineſs, were una- 
ble to accelerate what related to the taxes. The diſcon- 
tent of the citizens, in ſome places, gave frequent in- 
terruption to the adminiſtrators. The evil-minded took 
a pleaſure in proclaiming to the people, that it would be 

obliged 
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obliged to pay more taxes than it had ever paid before; 
and, although the contrary was evident to thoſe who 
could embrace, with a ſingle glance, the entire ſyſtem 
of the Aſſembly, yet the 2 the deluſion amongſt 
that claſs of the people, which, at all times, would 
very willingly be excuſed from paying any thing. Laſt- 
ly, ſeveral adminiſtrators, who had quitted the old for 
the new method, brought with them into that method 
ſufficient ill N ill or negligenee, for retarding the opera- 
tions which were entruſted to their management. The 
taxes were in arrear. The nation gave little and ſpent 
much. The mal- contents, and the emigrants, laid her 
under the neceſſity oſ incurring the expence of arma- 
ments, in order to put herſelf in a poſture of defence. 
They contrived a ſcarcity of ſpecie, or carried it out of 
the kingdom, in order to exhauſt the nation, and thus 
rendered the payment of the taxes more difficult. The 
balance of our trade with foreigners was againſt us, and 
as the intereſt of our debt to them muſt unavoidably be 
paid, the ſpecie went out of the kingdom, and did not 
return; exchange roſe high, and the citizens became 
embarraſſed in their tranſactions. The nation, uneaſ 

but not affrighted at this ſituation, oonſoled herſelf wit 

refleQing, that her immenſe eſtates would remedy theſe 
tranſitory loſſes : ſhe ſupplied the deficiency of that ſpe- 
cie, which was flying from her, by ſmall aſſignats which 
could not quit the kingdom. The government yet un- 
ſettled, the miniſtry in ſuſpence, and urged in contrary 
directions by the Aſſembly and the Court, the Court it- 
{-If determined to overturn the new government, all 
obſtructed by their ſentiments but too well known, the 
eſtabliſhment of the new- order of things. This inter- 
regnum was a chaos. The conteſt between privileges 
and the public good ſtill ſubſiſted, and the general 
movement was ſuſpended while the combatants were 


engaged. 

In reality, hiſtory preſents us with no example of an 
internal revolution, like that which France hath juſt 
experienced. It proeceded on a fingle principle, the 
reformation of abuſes. But as every thing was an abuſe 


in this empire, the reſult was, that every thing was 
| changed. 
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changed. In diſplacing things, it became neceſſary to 
diſplace perſons; and the conſtitution cauſed thoſe to 
vaniſh, who were the actors in the firſt ſeene, in order 
to bring forward other performers. The complaints and 
outcries of the former were grounded upon the loſs of 
the grandeut which they had enjoyed. They never con- 
ſidered; that, as they themſelves were identified with 
the abuſe, the law, which ſuppreſſed the abuſe, was un- 
able to preſerve the perſon, or that, if it preſerved the 
perſon, it muſt necetfarily permit the abuſe. Each bod 
allowed the neceſſity for reforming all the reſt, and af- 
feed the merit of reſpeQability : but, when they ſaw 
themſelves attacked ſucceſſively, they defired to make a 
common cauſe : their battles, however, were no more 
than ſkirmiſhes; and their partial acts of vengeance, and 
their partial intrigues, produced nothing but confuſion, 
though they aimed at a reſtoration, which was now be- 
come impratticable; In creating general miſchief, with- 
out advantage to themſelves, they ſerved the cauſe of the 
people, and juſtified the revolution. The abſurdity of 
their coalition was particularly ſtriking, when they vo- 
ciferouſly called for bankruptey, by which evil they would 
have loſt more than any, ſince not one of them would 
ever have been paid. They were every one either ere- 
ditors or penſioners of the ſtate; but they lamented that 
they could no longer be its maſters. And what is wor- 
thy of being remarked, is, that the nation, which paid 
ſeveral . oy millions of debts, was contented, while 
they whom ſhe was paying were diſſatisfied. The reaſon 
of this is plain: they were wiſhing to be powerful, and 
ſhe wiſhed to be free: | ; 8 
Prejudices and the paſſions poſſeſs a terrible aſcendancy 
over men, ſince they frequently betray them into judg- 
ments which are contrary to evidence, or contrary to 
their own intereſts. The French nation was averſe to 
bankruptcy, and her own creditors were urging her to de- 
clare herſelf bankrupt. It is beyond all queſtion that, 
only for the States-General, ſuch a miſehief would have 
> enſued, 


We know of one other paity, to which this -ooſcrvation 
is very applicable. 
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enſued, and the enemies of the people accordingly curſ- 
cd the States-General. The clergy had aſſerted, that it 
poſſeſſed no more than one hundred and thirty millions of 
revenue, and complained of the nation, who was providing 
it with one hundred and ſixty millions. She was paying off 
ſeveral hundred millions to patentees and other claimants, 
while theſe claimants. were regretting the old order of 
things, which would have ended with, not paying them 
2 livre, Attempts were made to inflame foreigners againſt 
the National Aſſembly, while the National Aſſembly was 
ſccuring to them the principal and the intereſt of an enor- 
mous debt. They all clamoured for the old government, 
which would unqueſtionably have ruined them, with an 
exception, perhaps, in favour of the clergy, a body ac- 
cuſtomed to extricate itſelf from any difficulty. Indeed, 
the King of Pruſſia predicted, thirty years .ago, that the 
prodigality of the court of France would induce it to 
ſcize the property of the clergy, in order to pay the 
King's .debts: but no king would have had ſufficient 
power for ſuch an enterprize. 


France meanwhile preſented herſelf to ſpectators, and 
to foreigners travelling through her territory, under a far 
different aſpect from that which ſhe had formerly diſplay- 
ed: there, every thing had undergone alteration. That 
court, once ſo magnificent, was inſtantaneouſly eclipſed, 
and the caſtle of Verſailles was abandoned. That mul- 
titude of titled penſioners, who beſieged the throne in 
order to exhauſt the treaſury, had vaniſhed. Certain 
youthful perſons, half courtiers and half warriors, had 
yielded up their ftdtion to obſcure plebeians. No more 
peers,. no more dukes, no more marquiſſes were to be 
ſeen, no more counts nor barons, and titles were already 
become ridiculous. ; 


The parliaments, thoſe tutors and rivals of the royal 


power, had utterly diſappeared; their exiſtence was 


ſcarce remembered, although ſometimes it was ſaid, that 
they fancied themſelves ſtill exiſting, All the other 
courts of judicature were likewiſe ſuppreſſed; and that 
ſwarm of men of the law who overſpread and devoured 
France, had now rejoined the general maſs of the citi- 


- ans; their very robe was become extinct. 


In 


6139 


la the provinces, the governors, the commandants, 
the officers of the al- major, the intendants, the ſub- de- 
legates, the preſidents, and the tribunals of election, 
bad been aboliſhed: their places were ſupplied by elec- 

tive adminiſtrators. No more mayors, no more eche- 
vins were to be ſeen, no more capitouls, no more jurats, 
no more conſuls: elective magiſtrates of the munieipa- 
lities had occupied their ſtations. Ihe courts of aids, 
the chambers of accounts, the treaſurers, the generals 
of the finance, the chanceries, the bureaux of finance, 
had equally diſappeared : a ſimple and general reſponſi- 
bility had been eſtabliſhed upon the prodigious ruins of 
theſe complicated offices. e 


Thoſe vaſt bodies, known by the appellation of Pro- 
vincial States, in which the ancient privileges of pro- 
vinces united to the empire had become the patrimony 
of a few individuals, were melted down into the great 
and undiyided maſs of the nation.“ Provinces were 
now no more; their very names had been facrificed as a 
prejudice : they are already forgotten, and our children 
- ſhall ſtudy them but in hiſtory. The Atlas of France 
was become uſeleſs, for her geography had been totally 
changed. To the party-coloured confuſion of baili- 
wicks, of ſeneſchalties, of elections, of generalities, of 
dioceſes, of parliamentary juriſdiftions, of military go- 
vernments, and of ſo many fantaſtic intricacies, which 
had ſucceſſively accumulated that chaos of rights, of 
privileges, of languages, of cuſtoms, of communities, 
of acquiſitions ; to all this confuſion, the ſtudy alone of 
which was become an extenſive ſcience, had ſucceeded a 
diviſion characteriſed by ſimplicity and uniformity. 
France was become the kingdom of - the eighty-three 
departments; and Corſica herſelf, ſeparated from us by 
her language and by the ſea; ſeemed to dtaw nearet to 
us, in order to be incorporated with our empire. £ 
In the church, a ſyſtem equally ſimple had induced us 
to diminiſh the number of the biſhopricks, the extent of 
- hich, morcover, was unequal: one was allotted to 


every department. The uſeleſs pariſhes were ſuppreſieg, 
. Wigs: and 


' * Days [units nationale. 


0 Fog 
(2198 PF; 

and thoſe which were of real utility. were augmented. 
The eccleſiaſtical dues, however, were abcliſhed, in copſe- 
quence of the ſacrifice made by the miniſters themſelves. 
The prieſts were all become ſtipendiary paſtors:* The 
uſeleſs eccleſfiaftics were no more. The church had her 
, preſbyteries, and her houſes for the biſhops and the pa- 
riſh-miniſters ; no more pallaces were to be feen, no 
more equipages, no more high-ſounding titles. + - 


In the army, the pay of the ſoldiers was increaſed ; 
the private ſoldiers could aſcend through all the degrees 
af rank without exception: it was no longer requiſite 
for the officers to exhibit proofs of their nobility, in- 
ſtead of proofs of ſervice? The diſcipline was in con- 
formity to the new laws, and to the new manners of 
the empire: arbitrary puniſhments and humiliating pe- 
nalties were at length aboliſhed ; the ſoldier was tried 
by his peers. Promotion, and a comfortable proviſion 
for life, were aſſured to ſuch as had grown old in the 
military profeſſion, or had been wounded in the defence 
of their country, The ſoldier, become a citizen, after 
having aſſumed that character, muſt of courſe aſſume 
the virtues Which belong to it. 255 


In the rural parts of the kingdom, the citizens were 
fet free from the ſlavery of the feudal ſyſtem; they were 
delivered from tithe, which, in one half of the king- 
dom, coaferred upon the clergy the third of the net re- 
venue of the proc ce of the earth, and the fourth or 
the fifth efewhere; they were delivered alſo from the 
gabelle, which, by ſetting an exceſſive price upon the 
cheapeſt of all neceſſaries, occaſioned every year a mourn- 
ful frequency. of puniſhments.5 The lands, the culti- 
vation, ther Harveſts, and the huſbandmen, were now 
become free; a rural code, replete with wifdem, placed” 
property under the ſafeguard of the law. Juſtice admi- 

| niſtered 


It is to be wiſhcd that they were fo every where. Tithes 
are @ perpetnal ſour-e of vexation to the huſbandman, and of 
diſ-ord and hatred between the parſon and his flo:k : conice 
- quently, thcy are injurious to the cauſe of ttue religion. 

+ Bravo! ; 


8 Une multitude de ſupplices. 
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niſtered with facility, and day by day, and without fee 
or recompenſe, decided every difference; the adminiſtra- 


tion and the- aſſeſſment of the taxes were under the eyes 
of the perſons taxed, who had it in their power to over- 


ſee the proceedings of theſe offices. It was evident to 
all, that the happineſs of the rural diftricts had been the 
principal object of the National Aſſembly, ſince they 
are the nurſes of the tate, ſince the earth, which an- 
nually produces and reproduces, ought to be free in or- 
der that ſhe may be fruitful, # Accordingly, many ci- 
tizens who, by the change wrought in our manners, 
were undeceived as to the happineſs of dwelling in the 
towns, relapſed into the ſentiments of nature, and feli- 
citated themſelves on the idea ot becoming inhabitants of 
the country. | | 


Laſtly, the ſurface of France was covered with men 
armed with muſkets, with cannon, and arrayed in uni- 
forms; a great number of ſocieties, compoſed of citi- 
Zens, were aſſembling in all quarters, in order to pay 
attention to the public weal, and to repulſe the local in- 
vaſions to which it was expoſed. Tibunes etected in 
every town and city, inceſſantly reſounded with the de- 
licious voice of liberty. It was no longer France de- 
graded in the eyes of Europe, oppreſſed by a long chain 
of powers, the primary link of which was the Court; 
it was a people combating againſt the ancient laws, and 
hurrying to embrace the altar of the new conſtitution. 


But a mighty conflict was commenced between the 
old and the new government. On the one fide were 
marſhalled the court and the partiſans of privilege, and 
on the other the nation, cach of the two parties re- 


WOT proaching 
* Doit etre bre et ſ6:0nd&e. | 


I Les accens de la liberte.—T am here obliged, as I have 
been in other places, to make uſe of the French word 7ribvre. 
We have, I imagine, no Englith term, by which this word 
can be properly tranſlated: pulpit hath been exclufively con- 
ſecrated to the eloquence of the church. Tribune is, however, 
a troubleſome expreſſion, as it interferes with another word 


ſpelt exactly in the fame manner, and which we all know, 


ſiguiſies a certain magiſtrate of the ancicat Romans. 
W 
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proaching its opponent with the efforts made to bear 
away the victory. The Court, artful in its intrigues; 
the nobles, violent in their movements; the clergy, 
treacherous in its ſuggeſtions; the partiſans of privi- 
leges, declaiming againſt the new laws, were all invok- 
ing the aid of Heaven, which they ſaid had ſuffered out- 
rage; cf the throne, which they ſaid had been abaſed; 
of the ancient abuſes, which they called the majeſty of 
the laws. The people, elevated in its paſſions, pene- 
trating in its conjectures, rapid in its motions, prompt 
and ſometimes cruel in iis revenge, employed ſuch 
means as are in the power of the . multitude. Each 
availed himſelf of the weapons which were peculiar tg 


him. 


For this year paſt, however, the conteſt hath aſſumed 

a new face; and, whereas the privileged party ſtood at + 
firſt oa the defenſive, it was now preſenting itſelf in 
the character of an aſſailant. In this new kind of war- 
fare, they poſſeſſed the advantage of wealth, of a rem- 
nant of graadeur, of an inveterate habit of intrigue, 
the facility of exploring reſources in every court of Fu- 
rope, and that ſort of ſuperiority which beſongs to thoſe 
who attack, and whoſe deſigns are deep and hidden. 
The people had to boaſt its vaſt maſs of reſiſtance, . 
againſt which every attempt was ſhattered; its abrupt 
inſurrections, which diſconcerted plots and ſtratagems 
Juſt ripe for execution; and a majority in the National 
Aſſembly, which diſarranged every project by a decree. 


One may judge, by the reſiſtance made by the parti- 
ſans of privileges, of the prodigious power which they 
poſſeſſed within the kingdom. A combination of two 
hundred thouſand men proved an obſtacle to the efforts 
of ſix and twenty millions, and the, general will was 

ſuſpended by the operation of Fn 4 intereſts, In 
the army, they had almoſt every one of the ofhcers, 
men whoſe privilege it was-hitherto to command thoſe 
of plebeian origin; in the church, a great majority of 
the miniſters of pariſhes, impregnated with the /prit de 
corps, and in ſubjection to their noble biſhops ; in the 
finances, the farmers of the revenue, and the entire 
hoſt of their dependents in the fortified towns, thoſe 
| IT ee 3 
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who had the command thereof; in the ſeveral commer- 
. eral cities, they could depend upon the vpulent, whoſe 
fortunes had enabled them to ape the grandees, who 
condeſcended to admit them into their company; in 
the profeſſion of the law, they had almoſt every one 
of thoſe who had received a compenſation for their 
ſuppreſſed poſts and dignities ; throughout the kingdom, 
thoſe whoſe ſituations or character induced them to 
hold the people in contempt. * Each of theſe ſeveral 
deſcriptions of men endeavoured to gain over ſuch of 
the citizens, as its credit or the different prezudices n- 
abled it to influence. | hes 


From theſe exertions of the friends to privilege, ſprung 
thoſe partial attempts againſt liberty in the internal parts 
of the kingdom, which attempts uſually terminated in 
the effuſion of blood; for it is an undoubted fact, that 
the privileged party hath, by its conſpiracies, occaſioned 
inſinitely more bloodſhed, than the people by its revenge. 
The cfficers endeavoured to create diviſions amongſt the 
ſoldiers, or to oppoſe them to the citizens, cr to diſguſt 
them with the civil authority: they imagined, that mi- 
litary deſpotiſm muſt prove agreeable to men, who are 

proud of the arms which have been entruſted to them. 

hey inflicted marks of diſgrace upon ſuch of the ſub- 
alterns and ſoldiers, as embarraiſed them with their un- 
ſeaſonable patriotiſm ; and this they did with a view of 
diſpoſing others to compliance. On the cther hand, the 
ſoldiers, miſled by extravagant ſuggeſtions, or by their 
hatred to their chiefs, diſregarded the laws of diſcipline, 
and drove, away their officers. "Theſe diſturbances 
were moſt prevalent in the frontier provinces, in Flan- 
ders, in Alface, in Lerrain, in Rcuſillon; as the neigh- 
bourhood of the emigrants inflamed to oppoſite paſ- 
'fions, patriotiſm in the ſoldiery, and indignation in the 
officers. | | 


The ceclefiaſtics, on their part, continued forming 

amongſt themſelves that prodigious combination, the 

K 4 | ſureſt, 

* Foreigners frequently aſk What is nieant in France, by 

Ariſlocrates : they are the very perſons whom 1 hase been 
juſt deſcribing.—-Note of M. Rabaut de Saint-Etienne. 
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ſureſt, the ſtrongeſt, and the moſt eaſily formed of any, 
becauſe they alſo have their diſcipline, their uniform, 
their tactics, their ſtratagems, their watch-word ; be- 
cauſe.they influenced the human mind by the moſt pow- 
erful of all prejudices, and their troops are more devoted 
to them, than ſoldiers are to the moſt able and "moſt 
authoritative general. They told the people that reli- 
gion was undone. Hence were acted, in the ſouthern 
provinces, thoſe tragic ſcenes, which repictured to our 
eyes all the horrors of the cruſades | 


Paris was the center of all theſe different commotions. 
The National Aſſembly and the Court maintained a con- 
ſtant oppoſition ; and, although the King, ſooner- or 
later, gave his ſanction to the decrees, the intentions 
and the intrigues of his adviſers were no ſecret. From 
Paris iſſued thoſe plain and uniform plans of govern- 
ment, which were diſtributed through all the depart- 
ments. The patriotic deputies had formed a ſociety, 
where they previouſly diſcuſſed the decrees of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, - They met at the Jacobins; and as 
they afterwards admitted citizens of every claſs, with a 
view of forming the public mind, this ſociety obtained 
a ſuperior degree of influence, and a multitude of other 
ſccieties maintained a correſpondence with it. The 
friends of privileges, on their fide, likewiſe - inſtituted 
ſocieties, one while under the name of [mpartia!, though 
their political inactivity was a real partiality, ſince its 
object was to avoid making any progreſs; and another 
while under the title of the Manarchical Club. Theſe 
laſt, more undiſguiſed, made no attempt to conceal their 
hatred ; the King's name ſerved them for a pretext, and 
the only inſtanc: of artifice obſervable in their conduct, 
was, when they opened offices for the purpoſe of ſelling 

bread at one =o Put the people perceived their cun- 
ning, and refuſed to take their wall, They revenged 
themſelves for this, by calling the Jacobins regicides : 
they belie ved, that a king who is not deſpotic, is a king 
deſünct. 22 | | | A 


The Chatelet, which ſtill axiſted, became one of the 
chief hopes of this party. That tribunal had bcen com- 
miſſioned, as we have ſaid in a former part of this hiſ- 
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tory, by the National Aſſembly, to take examinations 
concerning the outrages committed at the caſtle of Ver- 
ſailles, on the 6th of October, 1789. Under pretence 
of inquiring into the circumſtances and conſequences of 
that affair, the Chatelet endeavoured to infinuate, that 
M. d' Orleans and M. de Mirabeau had intended to pro- 
cure the aſſaſſination of the Queen; and it collected 
every proof which it could poſſibly obtain, in order to 
accompliſh its purpoſe. It received the depoſitions of 
the members of the right ſide of the Aſſembly, againſt 
the members who belonged to the left; and, availing it- 
ſelf of all the latitude which the facility of informing 
gave to it, it received a multitude of depoſitions, put 
together with ſufficient art to preſent to inconſiderate 
minds, a phantom of a plot againſt the Court. Great 
was the outcry raiſed, at firſt, by this tribunal, in the - 
hope of intimidating the patriots of the Aſſembly, who 
were themſelves well inclined to ſacrifice ſuch members 
of their own body, as might have been found guilty 
upon this occaſion, 


But this intrigue of the Chatelce redounded to the 
confuſion of the very authors of it; that tribunal at . 
length iſſued decrees againſt certain perſons; “ Behold,” 
ſaid the Chatelet to the National Aſſembly, “ this myſ- 
“e tery, ſo full of horror, is unravelled: the criminals 
* are fitting amongſt yourſelves.” A queſtion was then 
put to the Aſſembly, whether -the inviolability of the 
deputies ſcreened M. d'Orleans and M. de Mirabeay 
from proſecution ? The ſpeakers who delivered their ſen- 
timents on this occaſion, declared, that each member 
would look on ſuch a privilege with. horror, | 


Meanwhile the proceedings of the. Chitelet were 
printed: they were read by all the citizens; and the 
ſarpriſe of the latter was equal to their indignatien. 
The public had paſſed ſentence on the information, be- 
fore the National Aſſembly cculd beſtow attention on it. 
The public ſaid, that the Chatelet, in printing the in- 
formation againſt what had paſſed on the 5th day of Oc- 
tober, when its commiſſion extended no Faber than to 
inform againſt what had been done upon the 6th, was, 
in fact, accuſing all Paris, which had been that day at 

88 Os _ , Verſailles; 
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Verſailles ; that it was proſecuting the Revolution, and 
that its deſign was to diſhonour that ever-glorious 


event; that it was endeavouring to repreſent the gene- 


rous emotions of a capital, incenſed at the plot for con- 
veying the King away to Metz, as a revolt and an aſ- 
ſaffination, directed by ſome diſtinguiſhed members of 
the National Aſſembly ; that it was endeavouring to de- 
ceive the King, and to excite the pity of all Europe for 
his ſituation, by repreſenting him as on the point of be- 
ing dethroned by M. d'Orleans; that that was what 
the emigrants, and the partiſans of privileges, were 


every where reporting; that the Chatelet, impowered 


to make inquiries in whatever ſenſe it pleaſed, had at- 
tended to no depoſitions, but ſuch as ſeemed conducive 
to the deſign which it had at heart; that it had collected 
them, for the moſt part, amongſt ſuch of the deputics 
as were known to be in the intereſts of the Court ; that 
it had rejected depoſitions which would have counter- 
acted its vie ws; that, notwithitanding this train of ar- 
tifice, and the three hundred and eighty-eight witneſſes, 
whom it had thought proper to hear, there reſulted no- 
thing which could oriminate M. d'Orleans and M. de 
Mirabeau ; that -it had taken ſpecial care not to make 
any inquiries concerning the orgies of Verſailles and tho 
white cockade, the real cauſes of the Patifian inſurrec- 
tion, nor concerning the traiterous hands which had 
contrived a famine for the capital, nor concerning the 
deſign of carrying the King away to Metz, for the pur- 


poſe of originating and promoting a civil war; that 


theſe were the acts of treaſon committed againſt the na- 
tion, which an impartial court of juſtice ſhould have 
proſecuted. 


This procedure, printed and diſperſed through every 
quarter, ſerved to convince men that there had been no 
plot ogainſt the royal family, ſince, notwithſtanding fo 
many artifices, the Chatelet had not been able to diſ- 
cover any. And, when the report of the proceedings 
was made to the National Aſſembly, it declared, that 
there was no ground for accuſation againſt M, d'Orleans 


and 
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and M. de Mirabeau.“ Univerſal applauſe was be+ 
ſtowed on theſe terrible words of the latter: “ Yes, the 
4 ſecret of this infernal procedure is at length brought 
« to light: it is there entirely” (pointing to to the right 
ſide of the Aſſembly, where the friends of privileges 
were ſeated); © it is to be found in the. deſigns of thoſe, 
* .who'thought to obtain an opportunity of ſignalizing 
< their horrible reſentment ; it is to be found in the 
« iniquity of the Judges, who have rendered themſelves 
% criminal by this infamous attempt; it is there altoge- 
« ther, ſuch as it will be engraved upon the faithful 
“ page of hiſtory, by the moſt juſt and moſt implacable 
« vengeance.” After the judgment pronounced in this 
affair, no farther inquiries were inſtituted, and this new 
conſpiracy terminated as contemptibly + as the reſt. 


While the partiſans of privileges were thus employing 
internally, all the means in their power to create diſſen- 
tions in the kingdom, they were laying ſchemes, in fo- 
reign countries, to in vade her. Their dependence was 
upon the want of diſcipline in the troops, upon the 
diſaffection of the officers, upon the good withes of 
ſome directories and of ſome municipalities, upon the 
aſſociations of all the gentry, who were to aſſemble at 
appointed places, upon the ſecret intelligence with the 
miniſtry, upon the fanatical diſturbances exiſting in cer- 
tain villages, upon the levies made at Paris and in all 
parts of the kingdom, and upon the preparations made 
at Metz and its neighbourhood, for bringing into ac- 
tion the troops of the Emperor, and thoſe of the King 
of Pruſſia. : | 


Abroad, all the cabinets of Europe were ſolicited to 
unite their forces againſt France. Theſe propoſitions 
met with a favourable reception, whether it be that ail 

| courts 


\ 


* © That man ſo calumniated, ſo hated, ſo adored ; that 
man fo juſtly celebrated on this fingle account, that he 
could at once merit calumny, hatred, and adoration.” —See 
an extract from the Preliminary Diſcourſe of his editor, M. 
Mejan, in the Preface to the firſt volume of his tranſlated 
ſpeeches. 
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courts have 2 natural antipathy to the word /iberty, or 
that they imagined that they ſhould thereby gratify the 
Monarch of the French, or that they diſcovered ſome 
advantage, either preſent or future, in preventing France 
from towering to the happy deſtiny which ſhe merited : 
for it is the falſe policy of modern cabinets, ever at war 
amongſt themſelves, to ſuppoſe that they are powerful 
only in proportion as other nations. are weak: the ad- 
verſity of others becomes their proſperity. # This in- 
trigue was aſſiſted by our ambaſſadors: the gold of France, 
who always paid them nobly, ſerved to excite à war 
againſt her. The princes and the penſioned fugitives 

were regularly paid, and they received to the amount of 
many millions. | 


The feudal phrenzy + had infected almoſt all the no 
ble heads in Europe; and this French diſeaſe was more 
real and more contagious, than the democratic malady 
of which the nation was accuſed. . The books and newt- 
papers of both parties flew to the extremities of Chriſt- 
endom, but with this difference, that courts permitted a 
free entrance to no productions, but ſuch as.appeartd to 
favour their own royal ideas. The emigrants were the 
only perſons liſtened to; but their preſence, by giving 


riſe to reflections in the minds of foreigners who hftencd 


to them, redoubled the uneaſineſs of the great and pow- 
erful men of the country; it led them to conſider of the 
neceſſity for that I-ague, which they erroneoufly ima- 
gined was to effect their own ſecurity. The celebrated 
balance of Europe ſeemed on the point of being diſorga- 
nized; and, whereas, formerly all the crowned heads united 
againſt that ſtate, which was conſidered as the ſtrongeſt, 
they, at the preſent day, were entering into a general 
combination againſt that which appeared the moſt fee- 
ble. By firmly fixing the King of the Erench upon the 
throne of deſpotiſm, they thought that they were, to a 


certamty, 


The reader who wiſhes to ſee this point ably diſcuſſed, 
will do well to conſult a little tract of M. Fenelon, Archbi.. 
ſhop of©Cambray, entitled Proper Heads for the Self-examina- 
tion of a King. 

| + Le ventige ſeodal. 
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horrence of the Spaniards. She forgot that, in the hour 
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certainty, diſabling France from giving them umbrage 
be the iſſue of their exertions what it might. But their 
alliance, by altering all their connections and their dif- 


| ferences, gave birth to embarraſſments in their future po- 


lities, much greater than that cecaſioned by their pre- 
ſent ſituation. In fact, France is of ſuch importance 
in the equilibrium of Europe, that her deſtreQion would 
have difarranged their whole ſyſtem. And, though they 
ſhould even have accompliſhed the partition of France 
amongſt them, a meaſure which it is thought was pro- 
poſed to them, they could not know what might be the 
reſult of a partition ſo difficult to be executed, and of a 
general war which would be kindled by it; for never 
have wars of alliance ended agreeably to the hopes of 
the allies. | | | 


It would have been a policy more frank, and, above 
all, more ſure, to leave France at liberty to accompliſh 
her revolution with the impetuoſity peculiar to the na- 
tion, and to temper it at home, by means adapted to a 
more phlegmatic race of men. But this ſpecies of po- 
licy is not the policy of kings, and the whole {kill of 
miniſters of (tate conſiſts in iſſuing eaſy orders, for the 
ſevying men and money, and for killing. The power- 
ful believe that they have a diſpenſation for being un- 
wiſe. . If particular revolutions become general, it is 
only from this univerſal infatuation of the great, and 
even of entire nations, whieh have precipitately fol- 
lowed their example. The emigrants, by ſpreading 
themſelves over the face of Europe, would have intro- 
duced revolution every where, had Europe adopted the 
plan of their cruſade. 


To this ſhe 'manifeſted a ſtrong inclination. Ger- 
many, forgetful of her internal equilibrium, ſcemed to 
ſacrifice the ſole power which can maintain it. Spain, 
already incapable of beſtowing proſperity “ upon her 
ſhare of the two worlds, contributed a little money, and 
a ſmall number of troops: but her dependence was upon 
the ſpiritual forces of Rome, and upon the religious ab- 


of 
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of our evident diſtreſs, we had fitted out forty-five ſhips 
for her aſſiſtance. The King of Sardinia, able to do but 
little, hazarding little, hoping little, limited his proſpects 
to one of thoſe trivial augmentations, which have ſuc- 
veſſively been the objects of the policy of that crown. 
The ſouth of Europe was raving of a religious war, and 
anathemized, in the mean while, the journals and ga- 
zettes of France. Pruſſia, whoſe intereſt it was, at leaſt 
for the moment, to ſupport France as a counterpoiſe to 
Auſtria, kept her ſecret undi vulged, was able to do much, 
romiſed little, but ſtill did not diſarm her legions. The 
mpreſs of Ruſſia quitted the Turks, who had been al- 
moſt her ſure prey, and ſacrificed objects in the eaſt which 
were certain, in order to trouble the weſt, and turn her 
views to that Mediterranean which it was inconvenient 
for her to enter by the Straits of Gibraltar. The Emperor, 
embarraſſed by dominions which are ſituated fo far aſun- 
der, and which are ever on the point of diſclaiming his 
authority, ſaw in Louis XVI, all-powerful, a mighty 
bulwark againſt the Belgie provinces, but who, for this 
long while, hath been incapable of aſſiſting him. One 
might have ſaid, that the Emperor of Germany was in 
want of occupation, he was ſo ready to intermeddle in 
the affairs of others, without conſidering how he was to 
extricate himſelf from ſuch difficulties. In England, the 
nation, whoſe intereſt it now is. to ally herſelf with 
France, and who, it is to be feared, hath turned her 
thoughts to that alliance when it is too late, the nation 
appeared fatisfied at beholding the birth and the growth 
of a free people, while the miniſtry ſeemed intent upon 

obſtructing them. Pitt was arming and diſarming, equi 
ping fleets and reviewing them, furniſhing matter for 
thinking more than he himſelf was thinking of, making 
a gallant parade of his navy, and loſing the Faſt Indies.“ 
Switzerland, of whom France, whether free or in ſlavery, 
is the natural ally, ſeemed to liſten to the ſuggeſtions of 
foreigners, and to form new connections, all of which 
were more remote and leſs uſeful to her than we were. 
Some eccleſiaſtical potentates, ſcattered along the Rhine, 
were imploring religion, the. Imperial globe, the diet of 
: Ratiſbon, 


* In this laſt aſſertion, relative to the Eaſt Indies, a true one? 
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Ratiſbon, and the thunders of the ſee of Rome, to ſave 
their tithes from annihilation. They afforded an aſylum 
to the enemies of France, mal-treared ſuch Frenchmen 
as travclled into their territories, and inſtructed the emi- 


grants in the Pruſſian and Heſſian exerciſe. They inſult- 


ed over France, as children would torment a ſick giant. 
Every route was thronged with couriers hurrying from 
Peterſburgh and Venice even to Rome and to Madrid. 
The univerſal league was proclaimed in every quarter; 
and the Monarch of the, Swedes, iſſuing from his king- 
dom of lakes and froſts, was to become the Agamemnon 
of the confederacy. * F 


During this general buſtle, which was exaggerated by 
the friends of privileges, the revolution of France was 
riſing in the eſteem of other nations, preciſely becauſe 
every crowned head in Chriſtendom imagined that he 
had an intereſt in oppoſing it. Such a clamour amount- 
ed to an eulogium. And yet France, without ſpecie, 


without allies, without ſupport, had not vaniſhed from 


the face of the globe, as Burke ard in the ſenate of Eng- 
land, but ſhe ſtood alone: and ſhe is, perhaps, the only 
nation” in Furope which, at one and the ſame inſtant, 


hath been abandoned by all the reſt. 


Some tranſactions, which were in a manner foreign 
to the affairs of France, added, nevertheleſs, to her ſo- 
licitude. The diſtrifts of Avignon and the Comtat, in- 
terwoven with the kingdom, and formerly appendages 
of the county of Provence, but alienated to the Pope by 
a princeſs then a minor, and beſieged, and who, when 
ſhe attained her majority, proteſted againſt this aliena- 
tion; the diſtricts of Avignon and the Comtat felt a de- 
fire to become free. They reſolved to effect a junction 
with the French empire, of which Provence formed a 
portion. Our kings had frequently reſumed them, and 
as frequently reſtored them, but always with a reſerva- 
tion of their royal rights. The National Aſſembly was 
ſolicited by theſe diſtricts to incorporate them with the 
empire of France; and for a long time the Aſſembly re- 
fuſed to grant their requiſition, reſerving, nevertheleſs, 


the 
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the rights of the nation. But theſe diſtricts, withcut 
rulers, without judges, without any executive power, 
ſoon ſaw themſelves reduced to a ſtate of diſorganization. 
The inhabitants became divided into parties, and this de- 
lightful territory experienced the horrors of a eivil war. 
France, the natural protectreſs of theſe deſerted neigh- 
bours, whom ſhe had conſidered in the light of fellow- 
citizens, afforded them but the feeblefuccour of an ill- 
ſupported authority. And now, dreadful were the 1a- 
vages committed in thoſe diſtrits; the departments in 
that vicigity took an intereſt in the quarrel, and the 
war of the Comtat became a national war, on account 
of the fanaticiſm which appeared in it. Upon this, the 
National Aſſembly united thoſe diſtrifts to the French 
empire, and offered a ſuitable indemnification to the 
Pope. It can find there nothing but a country ruined 
for a long time to come, a conſiderable debt, the pro- 
perty of the church diſſipated, and lands reduced to de- 
ſolation: but, however, it ſmothered the flames of civil 
diſcord in the ſouth. 


The colonies, which are connected with France by 
precious ties, and which contribute to her proſperity, 
were an object much more intereſting. But the revolu- 
tion was to prove afflicting both to the mother-country 
and the colonies. Privileges were the cauſe of theſe ca- 
lamities, and the premature pretenſion of the people of 
colour, joined to the unſeaſonable pride of the whites, 
proved the ruin of the ſuperh colony of San Domingo. 
The Mulatto, or free man of colour, is the offspring of 
'a white man and a negro woman ; theſe mulattoes have 
obtained the gift of freedom from their fathers, and are, 
for the moſt part, proprietors. As the race is propa- 
gated, their complexion becomes clear, and they mul- 
tiply in a much greater degree than-the whites, who, 
beſides, indulge the hope of returning to their native 
country. So abject was their condition, that the white 
father would not eat at the ſame table with his coloured 
ſon. This prejudice took its riſe from the circumſtance 
of the mulattoes being partly of laviſh origin; and the- 
prejudice was ſupported by policy; for the whites being 
to the blacks but in the proportion of one to ten, they 

unceaſingly 
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unceaſingly endeavoured to inſtil into the latter an 
opinion that the whites were a race of ſuperior 
beings, whom Heaven had appointed to command 
the race of blacks, They had conſidered it as ne- 
veſſary, or as ſoothing to their pride, to extend this 
diſdainful treatment to the men of colour, atthough 


free, becauſe there are alſo ſome amongſt them who are 
ſla ves. 


At the firſt news of the revolution of France, the 
colonies gave a looſe to joy, which was by ſo muck the 
more lively, as they were ſuffering, ſtill more than the 
mother- country from the rod of deſpotiſm. But ere 
long the word #berty, ſo little known in thoſe climates, 
introduced there confuſion and diſſentions. The name 
of citizen excited in the men of colour, whoſe forbear- 
ance was. exhauſted by contempt, the deſire of obtain- - 
ing the right of citizenſhip. The whites took the 
alarm; and their alarm was increaſed by the apprehen- 
ſion, that the black ſla ves, and the mulattoes who were 
not free, would likewiſe demand their liberty, their un- 
acquaintance with which would betray them ro make an 
inhuman uſe of it, and to bring deſtruction upon the co- 
lony. This apprehenſion was confirmed by the accounts 
frequently received of a ſociety of friends to the blacks, 
which had been inſtituted in France, a ſociety that 
wiſhed to extend the bleſſings of freedom to theſe Afri- 
cans, but the principles of- which had been exaggerated, 
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The free people of colour ſent a deputation to France, 
ſor the purpoſe of requiring that they ſhould be put 
upon an equality with the Whites; and the latter en- 
tered into a combination to defeat the object of this en- 
terprize. .Theſe diſſentions, long continued, and tranſ- 
witted from one hemiſphere to *the other, exaſperated 
minds that were but tco eaſily inflamed beneath the 
burning ſky of the Weſt Indies. The National Aſſem- 

. bly, deeply intent upon this queſtion, which it could not 
poſſibly decline, was at the ſame time engaged in re- 
ſtraining within the bounds of duty a colonial aſſembly, 

«Which aſpired to be independent of the mother- country, 
and which the, governor BE by the King had 
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been at length under the neceſſity of diſſolbing. The 
National Aſſembly, however, declared, that the French 
conſtitution was not adapted to the colonies, as their ſitu- 
ation required a particular form of government; that 
ſuch government ſhould not be given to them, without 
previouſly - conſulting their inclinations, and that the 
Aſſembly would not decide, with reſpect to the condition 
of any of the coloniſts, unleſs upon their preciſe and 
formal requiſition. -Fortunate had it been both for the 
colonies and the mother-country, if the Aſſembly had 
immediately diſpatched commiſſioners to the Welt In- 
dies; a meaſure which was not decreed till four months 
after, and which was not carried into execution. Some 
people of colour, headed by one of thè deputies who 
had been ſent to France, and whoſe name was Oge, 
attempted an inſurrection; but they were routed, and 
Oge fled for refuge to the Spaniards of San Domingo, 
who gave him up to his purſucrs. He was broken upon 
the wheel. This hurricane was apparently ſucceeded by 
a calm; but the hatred of the two parties ſtill exiſted. - 


Some troops had been ſent out to the colony; but 
they introduced with them thither that diſlike to ſubor- 
dination, which was prevalent in France, and the ariful 
ſuggeſtions of foreigners. A regiment on the iſland, 
. called the regiments of Port-au-prince, inſpired with 
theſe principles, which it carried to an extreme, and 
ſperred on by the enemies of the officers, aſſaſſinated its 
own colon! But ere long this diſorderly battalion was 
ſurrounded,. embarked, and ſent hack to Europe. The 
civil powers were ' diſorganized ; municipalities were 
formed; and the governors for the king poſſeſſed but a 
di ſputed and ſuſpected authority. 


Together with one of its decrees, the National Aſ- 
ſembly had ſent out inſtructions, one article of which 
proved a ſource of further diſcord. The purport of it 
was, that all perſons who had attained the age of twenty- 
Eve years ſhould aſſociate for the purpoſe of forming pa- 
rechial aſſemblies. The men of colour, not being ex- 
c-pted from this law, which ſummoned all perſons, in- 
ſifted that they were cemprehended in it. This became 

| al ſo a ſubject of debate in the National Aſſembly, when 
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that body was framing a law, which ſhould provide the 
colonies with a medium for legally communicating their 
wiſhes to the mother-country, by inſtituting a colonial 
aſſembly. The defenders of 'the people of colour, ad- 
ducing motives drawn both from reaſon and from juſtice, 
aſſerted that the National Aſſembiy had already conferred, 
in its inſtructions, the rights of active citizens on men 
of colour who were free. The debates upon this queſ- 
tion were very long and very animated. The deputies 
and partizans of the white coloniſts conſeſſed, that the 
prejudice againſt the men of colour was abſurd and unjuſt; 

but they maintained, that it could not be deſtroyed in a 
ſingle day by virtue of a decree of the Aſſembly ; that 
the alteration , muſt be the fruit of time, and of their 
own attention; and that a law which, on a ſudden, 
ſhould lift thoſe men of colour to the level of the whites, 
would expoſe the colonies to the moſt dreadful calamities. 
The Aſſembly perceived, that, whatever might be the 
nature of the law which it ſhould enact, it mult infalli- 
: by incur the hatred, and perhaps the vengeance, of one 
of the two parties, each of which would have two hun- 
dred thouſand negroes for its auxiliaries ; and that the 
mad rage of both ſides would prove equally deſtructi ve. 
It was, furthermore, affected by the ſpirit of indepen- 
dence, that had reigned in- the General Aſſembly, which 
had even opened its ports to foreigners, as well as with 
the threats which had been thrown out by ſeveral whites, 
of delivering up the colony to England. The Aſſembly 
ſaw the colonies ready.to ſeparate from the mother-coun- 
try, be its ordinances what they might. In this embar- 
raſſing ſituation, and poſſeſſing neither the means of 
force, ſince it durſt not ſend any troops thither, leſt 
they ſhould be corrupted by the coloniſts, nor the means 
of perſuaſion, ſince its commiſſioners had not ſet out, it 
leaned at Jength to the ſide of juſtice: it paſſed, on the 
15th of May, a decree in which it gftabliſhed regula- 
tions both with reſpect to thoſe who were not free, and 
with reſpect to thoſe who were. It deereed, with reſpect 
to the rene that no law relative to the condition of 
perſons not free, could be enacted bv the legiſlative body, 
unleſs upon the ſpontaneous and formal requiſition of the 
colonial aſſemblies. It ordained, with teſpect to the lat- 
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ter, that men of colour, born of free fathers and free 
mothers, ſhould be admitted into all the aſſemblies ;- and 
that, as to thoſe not born of free fathers and free mo- 
thers, the legiſlative body ſhould not determine their 
political condition, unleſs upon the previous deſire of the 
colonies, ſpontaneouſly and freely expreſſed. 


This decree, when it arrived at San Domingo, is ſaid 
to have proved agreeable to neither party. The men of 
colour were not ſatisfied, as they are, for the moſt part, 
not born of free fathers and free mothers. © The whites 
were ſtill apprehenſive, from the intelligene which they 
received from Europe, that the Aſſembly would one day 
"reſtore liberty to the blacks. The moſt violent hatred 
ſubſiſted between the whites and the people of colour. 
In France, every thing irapeded the ſucceſs of the new 
law. The white coloniſts had immediately ſent it back 
by a ſwift veſſel, and had conſiderably got the flart of the 
official meſſenger. The ſlowneſs of the operations, and 
the weakneſs of a ſuſpended government, prevented the 
departure of the commiſſioners, who were appointed to 
carry out the inſtructions, which might have reſtored 
peace and concord to the colony. No forces were ſent 
to ſupport the new law of the National Aſſembly ; and 
the commiſſtoners, when almoſt ready to depart, unex- 
pettedly reſigned their commiſſions. 


Meanwhile, intelligence ſtill more alarming arrived 
from San Domingo. All declared, that it was impoſſi- 
ble to execute the law, and that the colony was expoſed 
to the moſt terrible calamities. Upon this, the Aſſem- 
bly framed a deore which ſhould remedy the inconve- 
niencies complained of in the former; but it was now 
too late: the hand of perfidy had broken the chains of 
the blacks, who had been provided with arms and am- 
munition; certain chiefs in diſguifc- led them to battle, 
or rather to maſlacre. They ravaged the country to 
the extent of fifteen leagnes, and committed the moſt 
horrible barbarities upon the whites, Theſe events are 
ſo recent, that it is impoſſible to give a faithful relation 
of them; but hiſtory will one day inform us, who the 
traitors were that contrived this perfideous and ſangui- 
nary rebellion, 


While 
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While the Aſſembly was diſcuſſing and re-diſcuſſing 
theſe grand queſtions, it paſſed a multitude of laws both 
adminiſtrative and judiciary, and terminated, by decrees, 
a prodigious number of difſentions and diſturbances, 
which party-ſpirit was exciting and fomenting in divers 
places. At the ſame time, it erected a,monument to 
the memory of ſuch men as have merited the gratitude 
of their country. That eloquent defender of liberty, 
Mirabeau, paid nature her laſt debt, when he had juſt 
attained the pinnacle of glory, and was lamented by both 
parties; his death was a public calamity. The National 
Aſſembly declared him deſerving of the honours decreed 
by the nation to the memory of great men. His obſe- 
quies were performed with a pomp worthy of the gran- 
deur of his character, and his remains were depoſited 
in the new church of Saint Genevieve, now become 
the French Pantheon.“ Accordingly, this temple hath, 
ſince, become the repoſitory of the aſhes of Voltaire, 
whoſe genius had produced and cheriſhed the tender buds 
of infant liberty, and diſpelled the thick darkneſs with 
which Europe had been enveloped. Jean Jacques Rouſ- 
ſeau was judged worthy of the ſame honours : the Aſ- 
ſembly had already deereed that a ſtatue ſhould be erected 
to him. The gardens of Ermenonville preſerved: his 
cold remains; 2 cenotaph is to. conſecrate, to future 
times, his memory and the gratitude of Frenchmen. 


While the Aſſembly was thus employed in raiſing mo- 
numents to the apoſtles of liberty, and was enacting 
laws which were to eſtabliſh her on a durable founda- 
tion, deſpotiſm was cecupied in repairing: her broken 
chains. The neighbouring potentates, under various 
pretences, were ſtationing their troops nearer and nearer 
to our frontiers. | France was hemmed in, on every fide, 
by foreign armies; by the Germans to the north, b 
the Spaniards to the fouth, by the Italians to the weſt, 

a The 

They were previouſſy depoſited ir the vault of the old 
church, beſide the body of Deſcartes, until the new edifice” 
ſhould be prepared for their reception. See the debate re- 
lative to the funeral honours of Mirabrau, and an affecting 
account of his obſequies, at the end of the ſecond volume of 
tas tranſlated ſpeeches. 
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The ocean alone was free ; but the Engliſh were equip- 
ping a conſiderable fleet, which might inſtantly block 
vp our harbours. At the ſame time, the King's depar- 
ture for Metz was taſked of as an event which was very 
ſoon to happen; at Metz, it was ſaid, he would be at- 
| tended by a part of the army, and ſupported by the le- 
gions of the Emperor. There he was, like a conqueror, 
to dictate laws to his ſubmiſſive people, or thence he 
was to march, in order to cruſh its wild rebellion. The 
partiſans of privileges, victorious in his train, were to 
reſume and re-enjoy all their dignities. 


No perſons belonging to the royal family could think 
of remaining any longer in the kingdom, from their 
dread of the vengeance of the people. Meſdames, the 
King's aunts, led the way, and repaired to Rome with 
all convenient expedition. The people, which foreſaw 
the object of their departure, attempted ineffectually to 
oppoſe it; but, upon the report that Monſieur, the King's 
brother, was alſo preparing to quit France, a prodigious 
concourſe aſſembled about his palace, and obliged him to 
give his word that he would not leave the kingdom. 


Soon after happened the celcbrated affair of the po-- 
niards. While a popular commotion was excited at Vin- 
cennes, for the demolition of that famous priſon, a hor- 
rid tragedy was preparing at the caſtle of the Thuille- 
ries. Some poniards made purpoſely, and of a particu- 
lar form, demonſtrated that the plot had been a long 
time in agitation : this inſtrument was held by a ſtrong 
ring, and there ſhot forth a blade with two egges, and 
terminating in the manner of a viper's tongue. The 
rendezvous was appointed at the caſtle; there a band of 
the King's pretended friends were to aſſemble ; they were 
to cry out that his life was in danger, and to make uſe 
of the weapons which they had brought with them. A 
perſon who had repaired thither two hours before the 
time, diſcovered the whole conſpiracy. The national 
guards perceived a poniard under his coat; he was arreſt- 
ed and rummaged ; piſtols were found upon him, and he 
was conducted to the diſtrict. The guard, thus informed 
of what was expected to take place, 3 hours after, 
ſome perſons of a ſuſpicious appearance in the ſame 
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place; theſe perſons were ſearched in the ſame manner; 
piſtols in great quantities were found under their cloaths, 
and the guards were ſatisfied with diſarming them, and 
driving them from the Thuilleries. There was a great 
number of them in the garden; they received the fame 
treatment. Some perſons were ſeized, and ſoon after 
ſet at liberty. No miſchief happened to any one; the- 
King's life, in particular, was out -of danger; the diſ- 
appointment and affront which the conſpirators had ex- 
perienced, was the only vengeance inflifted on them, 
and the courts of juſtice took no fariher notice of the 
affair, The citizens, however, were . now ſtill more 
convinced that there had been a deſign to carry off the 
King. | 

Their fears increaſed at the rumour, that the King 
was ſoon to take a journey to Saint-Cloud. They looked 
upon this journey, the apparent object of which was to 
ſpend his Eaſter at that palace, which he could as well 
do in the capital, as a pretext to favour his eſcape. The 
idea of the dreadful eviſs which would reſult from the 
King's flight, and the horrors of a civil war, incenſed 
the minds of the citizens. The people thronged tu- 
mu!tuoufly to the palace, juſt as the King had ſtepped 
into his coach, and obſtinately oppoſed his departure. 
In vain did M. Bailhe and M. de la Fayette endeavour 
to employ their aſcendant, in order to procure liberty 
for the King to leave Paris; no attention was paid to 
their remonſtrances. Some vehement haranguers oried, 
that, ſhould the King once quit the kingdom, the blood 
of the citizens would run in rivers through the ſtreets, 
and France be left a prey to all the horrors of a civil 
war. Theſe frightful images imparted to the people, 
and even to the guards, ſuch a degree of perſeverance, 
that the King and Queen were under the neceſſity of re- 
turning to the palace, We know very well, exclaimed 
the grenadiers, that we are violating the law; but the 
fafety of our country is the firſt of all laws. 


The King repaired to the National Aſſembly, in order 
to communicate to it his intention of perfiſting in the 
deſign of going to Saint-Cloud, and declared, that no 
oppoſition ought to be made to his defire, leſt an opinion 
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ſhould be entertained that he was no longer a free agent. 
In fact, he did go to Saint-Cloud; and, chooſing the 
jun cture leaſt adapted to procure eredit for his aſſertions, 


he ordered the miniſter of foreign affairs to write to all 


the miniſters at the ſeveral courts of Europe. In this 
letter he charged them, in a very ſerious manner, to 
make known to all the ſovereigns the King's attachment 
to the conſtitution ; he ſummoned to their reec llection 
his engagements, his promifes, and all the free acts 
which he had performed for the purpoſe of manifeſting 


» His intentions. While the miniſter, who, perhaps, was 


not in the ſecret of the Auſtrian committee, was making 
uſe of this language, and the Aﬀembly, applauding it 
was giving orders that this letter ſhould be circulated 
through the kingdom, a ſcheme was really in agitation 
for effecting the King's eſcape. N 


The cath required of the clergy was one of the pre- 
texts uſed for endeavouring to create one of thoſe quar- 
rels which are termed ſchiſms, and in which men ſepa- 
rate into parties, and then fight, for the ſake of abſtract 
queſtions which they do not underſtand. The National 
Aſſembly had given the title of Civ’ Conſtitution of the 
Clergy, to what was nothing but its organization. It 
ſhould ſeem that the Aſſembly would have done better, 
in not engaging in this affair, fince each profeſſion and 
each profeſſor can arrange themſelves agreeably to their 


own mode of proceeding, ſaving the ſuperintending 


power gf the government. It ran the hazard of reviv- 


ing, under one form, a body which it had deſtroyed under 


another. But prieſts maintain ſuch a faſt hold of all 
temporal affairs,” and attach themſelves ſo cloſely to the 
intereſts of the government, that it is difficult to ſepa- 
rate them from theſe affairs and theſe intereſts, and, take 
the matter up in whatever ſhape you will, the prieſt- 
hood ſtill meets you at every corner: this creates a de- 
gree of embarraſſment in every country, where the ſo- 
yereign, be it what it may, hath a ſerious inclination to 
Ns. en ee pa ES: $ 

The National Aſſembly, then, having organized the 
clergy, according to the principles of the French conſti- 
tution, required of the prieſts the oath, which had _ 
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taken by all the citizens, to ſupport the conſtitution 
but it required, at the ſame time, that they ſhould ſwear 
to maintain the civil conſtitution of the clergy. Of all 
the military men who have taken, and broken, the civic 
oath, not one ever thought of ſaying, that Heaven was 
injured by the military organization: their pretext hath 
been, that they had already taken an oath to the King, 
which rendered the latter null and of no effect. But 
wr are in the habit of identifying themſelves with 

od, and whoever offends them offends Heaven. Ac- 
cordingly, certain ſubtile minds ſoon diſcovered the means 
of erea ing a ſchiſm, in aſſerting, that this civil conſti- 
tution was a ſpiritual affair, nay more, that it was ano- 
ther religion; that to require ſuch an oath was a re- 
ſtraint upon the freedom of conſcience, chat it was 
putting prieſts to the torture, and expoſing them ta 
ſuffer martyrdom. They even deſired geaih, and that 
they might be led to execution, well aſſured that the 
National Aſſembly would never do any ſuch thing. 


There was found in the kingdem a conſiderable number 
of well-meaning perſons, who imagined, that their con- 
ſciences had received a material injury by this new orga- 
nization of the clergy : for what men moſt believe, is, 
very often, what they leaſt underſtand. Meanwhile, the 
nonjuring prieſts were obliged to quit their pariſhes, and 
penſions were allotted to them : but they endeavoured 
to preſerve their influence over their pariſhoners, and to 
intereſt them in their favour, by all thoſe means which 
continually lie within reach of thoſe, to whom: men 
have committed the government of their reaſon. This 
. diviſion inſpired the enemies of the conſtitution with the 
hope, that the French might be ſeduced into a civil war 
for the ſake of the prieſthood, ſince they would not go 
to war for the ſake of the nobility, which, in truth, had 
no abſtra& ideas to preſent to the ſubtle minds of the 
diſcontented. The courtiers and the friends of privileges, 
on a ſudden became devout; they were devout even at 
- Court; nay, they were devout even at Worms and at 
Coblentz. But the citizens of Paris, even ſuch ag were 
leaſt enlightened, did not become the dupes of this 
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mummety: now, without Paris, there can be no civil 
war. | 


The peace enjoyed by the Emperor was the ſource 
of ſanguine hopes to the French partiſans of privileges. 
All Europe had ſuſpended its ordinary quarrels, and no- 
thing remained to divert the attention, which one half 
of the courts of Chriſtendom were paying to the affairs 
of Poland, and all of them to the affairs of France. 
The emigrants, who were received and careſſed by a few 
of the princes of Germany, were making lender levies, 
and denouncing mighty threats. But a deſign, much 
more dangerous to the French, had been long ripening ; 

the court of Vienna and the court of Spain, that is, the 
neareſt relations of the King and Queen, were the ſecret 
ſpring of this machination. This, it was ſaid, was the 
cauſe of the general armiſtice agreed to by the bellige- 
rent ſovereigns. The couriers, who were inceſſantly 
paſſing and re-paſſing from one court to another, and the 
viſits which took place between two or three great po- 
tentates, appeared to have no other object. The plot 
was conducted by M. de Breteuil: M. de Calonne was 
ſoliciting aid from the miniſtry of Great Britain, and 
the princes were travelling to every court in Chriſten- 
dom. Piedmont, Venice, Vienna, ſucceſſively faw them 
ſeeking, and obtaining promiſes of men and money. . 
They afterwards returned to Worms and to Coblentz. 
There they formed a little court, which they have ſince 
augmented, to the end that none might doubt, that it 
was ſtill the court of France which was making war 
upon the nation. Verſailles was tranſported to Worms, 


But the means employed by M. de Bouillé were the 
moſt dangerous and the moſt treacherous, as his plots |. 
were contrived within the kingdom. He it was, who, 
after having long refuſed to take the oath to preſerve 
the conſtitution, which was required of all the military, 
took it afterwards wich an air of frankneſs, which im- 
poſed upon half the kingdom. The King ſeemed to 
think him a proper perſon to be entruſted with the care 
of the frontiers, and accordingly M. de Bouillé had the 
government of Lorrain. He it is, who hath ſince been 
reproached with the uſcleſs maſſacre of ſome regiments 
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led aſtray by an extravagance of patriotiſm, with the 
diſaſters of the city of Nancy, and with a civil war 
which continued for ſome days between the ſoldiers and 
the citizens, a ſcene of diſcord calculated to irritate the 
whole army, and to incenſe it againſt the nation. He 
took advantage of the important poſt which had been 
confided to him, in order to contrive a retreat for the 
King upon the frontiers of Luxemburgh, a country be- 
longing to the Emperor, and that the army which the 
King ſhould have, might be ſupported by all the forces 
of Germany. To ungarriſon the frontier, to leave the 
ſtrong-holds defenceleſs, and the arſenals without arms 
and unition, to collect about him the foreign regi- 
ments. in the ſervice of France, to ſow diſſention amengſt 
the national troops, to hold a correſpondence in the 
towns with the partiſans of the old government, to for- 
tify a camp upon the frontier, were the means employed 
by M. de Bouille for making war upon the nation, whoſe | 
pay he was then receiving. Montmedy, a ſtrong town 
was the place to which the King was to be conducted, 
for the purpoſe of taking the command of the nobility, 
and of putting himſelf at the head of a party in oppoſi- 
tion to his people. But it is ſaid that a more ſecure re- 
treat was preparing for the King, in a town ſituated on 
a foreign territory, at the diſtance of two leagues from 
the frontier. In vain did the citizens of thoſe diſtrits 
ſend us notice of their defenceleſs ſituation, and of the 
preparations to which they were eye-witneſſes; the mi- 
niſter at war conſtantly aſſerted that all was well; the 
miniſter for foreign affairs gave us repeated aſſurances of 
the amicable diſpoſitions of the other courts of Europe. 
The executive power, which ordered every thing, and 
had the diſpoſal of every thing, poſſeſſed the greateſt ad- 
vantages over the nation, and underſtood right well how 
to avail itſelf of theſe advantages. 


When the moment fixed on for the King's flight was 
approaching, the buſineſs of emigration proceeded with 
redoubled vigour; all the money that could be collected 
was carried out of the kingdom ; in every regiment at- 
tempts were made to corrupt many of the ſoldiers ; the 
prieſts were indefatigable in their efforts to create diſ- 
| | | ſentions 
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ſentions in private families ; ſeveral officers quitted their 
regiments; the commanders of the King's guards ex- 
erted their authority, and the influence of the efprit- de 
corps, in order to engage them in the conſpiracy z and 
multitudes of thoſe who had lately enjoyed the title of 
nobles, were ſeen eagerly flocking to the capital. 


An account of the King's eſcape was already ſpread 
through foreign countries, and ſeveral perſons at Paris 
received the like intelligence. The dread of popular 

fury, when the event ſhould be fully known, diſpeopled 

the caſtles and the country-houſes of the gentry, Their 
titled inhabitants cither hurried to Paris, where they ima- 
gined that their ſwords might be of ſervice to them, or 
they abandoned the kingdom, carrying off with them 

- conſiderable ſums of money. From their foreign retreat 
they exhorted their friends to quit France. The muni- 
cipality and M. de la Fayette received advice, that the 
King's eſcape was very ſhortly to take place; the peri- 
odical papers announced it; and the Qucen herſelf ſpoke 

of, it with an air of pleaſantry, to the officers of her 
guard, on the very evening before it happened. The 
members of the municipality and M. de la Fayette 

ſeemed to have taken ſufficient precautions to obviate 
ſuch an event; but their precautions were not ſufficient. 

The King, the Queen, their children, and Madame 
Elizabeth, the King's ſiſter, fled on the night of the 
20th of June, which was preciſely the ſhorteſt night in 
the year. Monſieur fled likewiſe. They took the road 
to Montmedy, and Monſieur the road to Mons. 


As ſoon. as intelligence of this affair was received in 
foreign countries, there was no longer a doubt there 
that France would become a prey to all the miſeries of 
anarchy and civil war. But, unqueſtionably, if ever 
there was a grand and glorious ſpectacle, it was that diſ- 
played by the French nation from Calais to the Pyre- 
nees. The firff'was a moment of ſurprize, the ſecond 
of calmneſs and tranquillity. Every eye was now fixed 
upon the National Aſſembly, the ſole but powerful re- 
ſource of a great people. Never hath been, never will 
be a nation's majeſty more impoſing. At Paris, it ſeemed 
that the citizens were diſencumbered of a heavy 3 

g they 


(2 

they no longer had a King. The people, by a general 
emotion, effaced every where his name, and defaced 
every where his effizy ; it did the ſame with that multi- 
- tude of enſiens. which, under the reign of deſpotiſm, 
are decorated with his titles or with his diadem, and in 
the evening there . remained not a ſingle 'veſtege of his 
dignity. The national guaids aſſemble under their co- 
lours, and march to the ſound of military inſt ruments, 
to the National Aſſembly, in order to take the oath of 
fidelity. Their example is imitated by the citizens of 
Paris, and, during three whole hours, they were filing 
through the hall, holding up their hands, and taking the 
oath, 


The Aſſembly, meanwhile, evinced that it was wor- 
they of the nation's confidence; it immediately iſſued 
orders to the ſeveral miniſters to put the laws in force. 
It diſpatched couriers to all the departments, with in- 
junctions for arreſting all perſons quitting the kingdom, 
and with information reſpecting the meaſures adopted 
by the Aſſembly. It required all military perſons, who 
were public functionaries, to take the oath of fidelity to 
the nation. During that memorable ſitting, which laſted 
ſeven days and ſeven nights, it was occupied in prevent- 
ing diſturbances, in encouraging the citizens, and in de- 
monſtrating, both by its coolneſs and by its firmneſs, 
that it was worthy of commanding in ſuch circum- 
ſtances. It is remarkable, that, on the ſecond day af- 
ter it had taken every /precaution which the ſecurity of 
the empire demanded, it quietly reſumed the order of 
its interrupted labours, and diſcuſſed the penal code. 


Three days were thus ſpent without the preſence of 
a king. France was united, ſtrong, and peaceable. The 
two parties even appeared to be on better terms through- 
out the kingdom, and every where the national forces 
were placed upon an authoritative footing. * But when 
men figured in their minds a fugitive King, breaking his 
word, which he had pledged to them ſo often and ſo\ſo- 
lemnly ; when they reflected that he was on the point of 


re- entering the kingdom at the head of a foreign army; 
| that 


* Dans un Etat impoſant. 


. 
#3 
j 
* 


( 158 ) 


that the neighbouring potentates were only waiting for 
that juncture, to invade. the French empire in ſeveral 
places at once; and that he would be followed by that 
multitude of nobles and great lords, who were declaring 
that he retarded their blood-thirſty deſigns, indignation 


and fury rejected all controul, and bevame irrefiſtibly ter- 


Tible.* In ſome parts of the kingdom, the perſons of 


the mal-contents were ſecured, but no violence or ill- 


treatment was offered to them; and, perhaps, they have 
never been ſo ſafe, both with reſpect to their fortunes 
and their lives. The fugitives, nieanwhile, were tri- 
umphing at Mayence, at Coblentz, at Luxemburgh, at 
Brufſ-|s, at London, in Germany, in Italy. Their de- 
monſtrations of joy proceeded even to extravagance. 
They were perſuaded that the hour of proſcriptions and 
of vengeance was arrived. Couriers are diſpatched to 
all the courts-of Europe, and the French emigrants are 
on their march to form a junction with the King. 


It is one of the'inconveniencies attending kingly go- 
vernment, that the ſafety of an entire nation depends 
on the exiſtence of its chief. France was juſt upon the 
point of becoming a prey to all the miſeries of civil 
war, becauſe one man had departed from the empire, 
The fate of the kingdom was in ſuſpenſe ; and Europe 


anxiouſſy looked on, in order to ſee how the firſt ' ſcene 


of that long and bloody tragedy would open.+ But a 


few citizens ſaved the ſtate, by arreſting the King, when 
he was not many leagues from the frontier. It had been 
long cuſtomary to fay, that the forty thouſand munici- 
. palities of the kingdom were ſo many centinels of the. 


revolution; the aſſertion was now proved. The mem- 


bers of the municipality of Saint-Menehould were tak- 
.ing the alarm at fome movements made by the troops 
- quartered in that city, when the Sieur Drouet, a poſt- 


maſter, went to give them information, that he had 


ſeen a carriage paſs, the appearance of which had given 


riſe to ſome ſuſpicion. He was ordered to follow it. The 
| travellers 
* [indignation et la fureur 6toient au comble. 


+ Comment alloit commencer cette longue ſuite de ſcenes 
ſanglantcs. 
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travellers had ſeemed to him to be no other than the 
King and Queen; and their carriage was eſcorted by 
dragoons. He takes a croſs road, reaches Varennes be- 


fore the King, gives notice to the poſt- maſter; and, as 


it was then midnight, previouſly to requiring aſſiſtance 
or awakening any perſon, they both went to the bridge 
by which the travellers were to paſs, with an intention 
of barricading it. Fortunately, they found there a cart 
loaded with furniture; this cart they overturned at the 
entrance of the bridge. They then went to give infor- 
mation to the procurator of the cammmme, to the mayor, 
and to the commanding officer of the national guard. 
Eight. men of this guard arreſt the King, in ſpite of the 
huſſars who haſten up ſabre in hand: they cried out to 
the latter, that, if they meant to tear him from them, it 
ſhould be as a dead man. The commandant of the na- 
tional guard had ordered two pieces of cannon to be 
brought thither, but without either powder or ball; he 
pretends to be aut preparing to fire them off upon tha 
huſſars; the victory is yielded, and the King a priſoner. 
The alarm-bell was rung every where; the national 
guards arrived from all quarters; the ſoldiers themfelves 
declared for the ſame cauſe ; and M. de Bowille, renounc- 
ing the deſign of carrying off the King, made his eſcape 
cut of the kingdom. | 


The King was led back to Paris by ſome thouſands of 
the national guard, who had joined him on the way. 
The brave citizens of Varennes, who had arreſted him, 
accompanied him to the capital, the armed citizens of 
which went to receive him at ſome diſtance from the 


precints. Five hundred thouſand perſons beheld him 


as he paſſed; no reproaches, not a murmur eſcaped 
them; but all was ſilence, filence the ſullen ſignal of his 
people's diſapprobation ; every head remained covered, 
not a hand was uplifted ; and the king muſt have learn- 

a ed, 


* Was it not an egregious blunder to travel with ſuch an 
cſcort ? Inſteꝛd of being ſurpriſed at their ill fortune at Va- 
rennes, one ſhould rather be ſurpriſed thor they were not 
ſtopped nearer the capital. 


+ Un filence improbateur regnoit par-tout. 
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ed, on that day, that it is the people which is the ſove- 
' - reign. He was conducted to his palace of the Thuille- 
ries, where the Aſſembly had ordered him a guard under 
the command of M. de la Fayette. 


The Aſſembly being deſirous of inſtituting an inquiry 
into the crime which had been committed againſt the na- 
tion, either by carrying off the King, or by favouring 
his eſcape, gave orders that all thoſe who compoſed his 
retinue ſhould be apprehended. They were examined, 
and the King's mere declaration was admitted. The 
King declared, among other things, that his intention 
had been to go to Montmedy, in order to prove to all 
the world that he was free, 'to ſecure the kingdom 
from foreign invaſion by a vigilant attention to the fron- 
tiers, and to viſit every place where he might conſider 
his preſence to be neceſſary. Several were convinced of 
the fincerity of the King, to whom no ſcheme hath 
been ever propoſed which was not calculated to intereſt 
his heart: his adviſers would not have preſumed to own 
to him, that he was going to make war upon his people. 
Neither could it be doubted, that a propoſal had been 
made to all the great powers of Europe, to avail them- - 
ſelves of the opportunity for invading France, and di- 
viding it amongſt them. The honour of this ſublime 
idea is attributed to the Elector of Mayence. 


The National Aſſembly had to guard againſt the im- 
preſſion which the King's flight had made upon the 
minds of men in general, and againſt the indignation of 
the people, proofs of which it was receiving every day. 
Already, ſeveral were heard exclaiming, that never more 
could any dependence be placed cn the King's word; 
that the French could never more obey a Monarch who 
had betrayed them; that the King ' ought to be tried 
for having abandoned the nation; and that his flight 
was on the 1 of giving birth to a civil war; that 
the Bourbons would continually regret that deſpotiſm, 
which had been ennobled by the names of Louis XIV. 
and his ſucceſſor, and would conſider themſelves as for 
ever degraded and caſt down; that there would remain 


in their hearts an ever-durable reſentment 3 and that 
thev 
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they would ſeek and find opportunities of being re- 
ven and of oppreſſing that liberty which the people 
had acquired with ſuch à ſtruggle. They maintained, 
that we ought to avail ourſelves of the preſent conjunc- 
ture, for expelling, from the midſt of France, an ene- 
my, which would never permit her to enjoy the bleſ- 
fings of repoſe j that liberty was "incompatible with he- 
reditary . and that it were adviſable to eſta- 
bliſh a council of regenty, to be elected by the nation 
and reſponſible to the nation, and that to this council 

the executive power ſhould be entruſted. | | 


But the National Aſſembly did not think, fhat the 
kingdom was in a condition to ſupport a ſecond revolu- 
tion. The finances were in diſorder, the ſpecie had diſ- 
appeared, the new organization was far from being well 
eſtabliſhed, the taxes were unproduQtive, and the people 
was ſighing for repoſe. Any farther agitation would 
have baniſhed induſtry, to obſtruct which for any con- 
ſiderable length of time, is tantamount to its ruin and 
annihilation, The Aſſembly had, moreover, decreed, 
that France. was a monarchy; and it cannot be ſuppoſed, 
that a country of ſo vaſt extent could be reduced under 
a form of government entirely republican. The great- 
neſs of the diſtandes, the various deſcriptions of inhabi- 
tants, ſo different even in language, in cuſtoms, and in 
manners, ideas ſo new to moſt of them, the name of 
king, to which their ears had been invariably accuſtomed, 
the attachment ariſing from habitude, were conſidera- 
tions which induced the Aſſembly to be of opinion, that 
France muſt continue a monarchy, and that, in the 
new conſtitution, where the miniſters alone are reſpon- 
os, Louis XVI. was the monarch beſt adapted to the - 

renoh. 


Add to this, who could foretell what would be the 
iſſue of that other revolution ? The King, the nobility, 
and the clergy united, ſtill poſſeſſed ſufficient means to 
raiſe diſturbance in the kingdom. The captivity of the 
monarch rendered him an intereſting object; and any 
e proceedings againſt him would have enliſted in 

is cauſe a prodigious number of partiſans, and lighted up 
the flames of civil war. Foreign princes might have 
M ſurprized 
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furprized us in that weak and diſcordant condition; 
and, althcugh none of them ſingly ſhould have been 
poſſeſſed of ſufficient force, for attacking us in the or- 
dinary ſitvation of things, a confederacy, which it would 
be no difficult matter to effect, might Jacerate our em- 

pire, ſhould it fail of diſmembering it. The plan of 
a council. of regency, by awakening the ambition of 
all ſuch as might have pretenſions to it, would have 
created diviſions in the National Aſſembly, diſtracted 
the kingdom, and multiplied the ſources, already but 
100 numerous, of diſſentions and party diſtinQtions, 


The Teſult of theſe conſiderations was, that the Aſ- 
ſembly was convinced, that the conſtitution ſhould be 
finiſhed in the ſame mode which had diſtinguiſhed its 
commencement. Louis XVI. the King of a free people, 
and who impoſes his own laws upon himſelf, ought to 
be fatisfied with the prerogatives annexed to his royal 
dignity: his eſcape having been evidently ſuggeſted to 
him, the nation would act a part highly worthy of her 
own greatneſs, in committing ſuch a fault to oblivion.* 
The King alſo might be ſenſibly affe ted by this magna- 
nimity. T He mult have learned at laſt, after ſo many 
attempts which proved abortive, that it was impoſſible 
for him to oppoſe the national will, and that his intereſt 
was, to unite with his people. 


In reſtoring peace to France, he would beſtow that 
bleſſing on himſelf, His family would reign, without a 
rival, over the French; the kings of Europe would no 
longer have any pretext for ſupporting him, or rather 
for dethroning him; in conjunction with the nation, 
he would become only the more able to prevent the diſ- 
membering of the empire; he might foreſee the time, 
when other potentates would, in like manner, be obliged 
to reſtore to their citizens at leaſt a part of their juſt 
rights, and, ſince the æra of ſuch a revolution was 
marked by the hand of deſtiny, it were an advantage to 
be the firſt erowned head who had ſubmitted to it. 


The | 


* I] derxpoit digne de la nation d'oubiier cette faute, 


+ Le roi pouvoit en tre touche. - 


— — 


61]. 

The National Aſſembly, therefore, ordained that the 
revolution was complete. This was a ſtroke of exalted 
wiſdom, and could no otherwiſe be juſtified than by an 
exalted power. The ſame body made a reviſion of its 
decrees, and drew up the conſtitutional act, which was 
to be preſented to the King for his acceptation. It left 
him at liberty, with reſpe& to both time and place, to 
examine this act, and to accept it; or refuſe it. Seve- 
ral intrigues were now formed, with a view of traverſ- 
ing this great object. The partiſans of privileges, 
alarmed at the turn which affairs were evicently taking, 
recommenced their aceuſtomed _ machinations. The 
King's brothers, who had now formed a junction, ſtill 
adhered to their plan of policy, which conſiſted in de- 
claring that the King was not free, and in refuſing to 
acknowledge any act which he might perform. Some 
foreign courts ſupplied them with money, and per- 
mitted them to enliſt men; they were aſtoniſhed at ſee- 
ing ſo ſudden a concluſion to thoſe events, with reſ- 
pet to, which the falſe calculations of the emigrants 
had inſpired them with falſe expectations. France 
ſeemed upon the point of ſettling upon a new founda- 
tion, and of reſuming all the vigour of a people reſtored 
to youth; while intrigue, both within and without the 
kingdom, was exerting all her combined efforts, to im- 
pede the. courſe of that high deſtiny, which terrified 
almoſt all the potentates in Europe. 


But at, length the King accepted the conſtitution of 
France, and phi ſplendid act decided the fate of the 
revolution: 4Undoubtedly; we ſhall ſtill be expoſed to 
ſome inquietude; the partiſans of privileges will ſtill 
poſſeſs the means of diſturbing our tranquillity ; and our 
paſſion for liberty will long encourage the ſuſpicious, and 
even the exaggerations which accompany it. The pow- 
ers newly conſtituted will be unſteady * for ſome time, 
beſore they retire within their proper limits, or operate 
in the fulneſs of activity. Our finances will look for- 
ward to that light of information, and to that eaſy and 
habitual courſe, which experience alone can impart to 
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them. Foreign courts will acknowledge or not acknow- 


ledge our conſtitution, according as their political views 
ſhall lead them to hope or to deſpair, of profiting by the 
ſpoils of our empire. But the revolution of. France 
will reſiſt every aſſault, by its own. intrinſie mightineſs, + 
for it is the work of ages, of nature, of reaſon, and 
of force. | 


We ſhall one day be able to develope, more circum®* 


ſtantially, events ſo intereſting to this nation, and in 


producing which ſhe hath univerſally. co- operated. Our 


intention, at preſent, hath been merely to ſketch a ra- 
pid picture of the rgzolution, as an account of a battle 
is given, on the day following that on which the battle 
was fought. Common: obſervers have beheld nothing 
in this aſtoniſhing ſpectacle, which France Bath exhi- 
bited to Europe, but men combating men with all the 
cruelty of civil rage, and paſſions contending with paſ- 
ſions. But the enlightened of every country have ea- 
fily perceived, that our's was the cauſe of the whole hu- 
man race, and they looked forward with anxious hcarts 
to the final iſſue of ſuch a conteſt, The human ſpecics 
may be for a long time degraded and abaſed, in thoſe 
countrics where there is but one maſter, one opinion, 
one law, and one book; for deſpotiſm- poſſeſſing herſelf 
of theſe manageable reins, retains for ever under the 
yoke thoſe herds of human beings, whoſe reaſon is not 
making any progreſs. In ſuch countries, to change 
opinion is a crime, ſince in fact it is diſobeying the 


maſter and the law. But in nations where books abound 


and ſtudy is become general, men inſenſibly diſengage 
themſelves from the burthen of ignorance, and from 
error, which is worſe than ignorance, in order to arrive 


with certainty at truth; fer our reaſon is capable of be- 


ing improved unlimitedly. There, to alter opinion is a 
virtue, ſince, in fact, it is ſhaking off the yoke of error: 


there, the tyrants- of thought are the worſt of men, 


ſince they are conſidered as the enemies of mankind, 
the progreſs cf which they weuld endeavcur to retard: 
; | they 


-. * Par elle mème. 


( 165 ) 
they de, as far as ſuch degradation depends on them, 


the maſter-piece of nature. 


I be revolution of France, then, hath been the reſult 

of the light of knowledge, which had penetrated every 
claſs of citizens in this kingdom, to a greater degree 
than it hath illumined other nations. It commenced the 
moment men began to reflect, the miſconduct of three 
reigns matured it, the oppoſition made by the privileged ' 
orders hath accelerated it, and French impetuoſity hath 
produced its conſummation. When Bacon made his 
tirſt experiments, when Montaigne doubted, when Bayle 
became the advocate general of philoſophy, they were 
preparing the revolution of France.* But the light of 
reaſon belongs to every nation and to every land, and, 
at the preſent day, no potentate, no political agrega- 
tion of men, can obſtruct or retard its progreſs. It will, 

therefore, continue its taſk with that deliberation and 
that wiſdom, which bring events to maturity, without 
forcing them: and while France ſhall be employed in 
finiſhing the diſtreſsful ſtruggle, in which ſhe is now en- 
gaged, the nations of Europe will not behold, without 
emotion, the completion of that wondrous deſtiny, op 


which depends the deſtiny of the univerſe. 
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wane auriting the hiſtory of the revolution of France, 
certain refleflions preſented themſelves to my mind, re- 
fleflions which the brevity and rapidity of the relation would 
not ſuffer me to inſert in the body of the work : I have ſingled 
out ſome of them, in order to annex them to this new edition, 
and I give them to the reader 2 2 


gence of the firſt glance. 


J. 


Human revolutions happen, either for the ſake of men, 
or for the ſake of things, or for the ſake of opinions: 
they are all cemented with blood. 6 


Revolutions for the ſake of men, are thoſe in which | 
ano fight for ſuch or ſuch a king: in this claſs may 
— the revolutions cauſed by conquerors, when 


My nations fight for twenty 'kings againſt one. 
© Revolutions for the ſake of things, are thoſe where q 
nations quit their own country, in order to invade ano- 
ther. Of this kind there are two very celebrated: that 
* the 9 Yortharn nations, who, at periods not far diſtant: 
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from one another, invaded Europe and Aſia; this was a 


war of nations who had no houſes, againit nations who 
had: the next was that of the Furopeans in the Eaſt and 
Welt Indies, after the diſcovery of America and the 
Cape of Good Hope; this was a war of nations who 
had neither gold, ſpice, nor muſlins, againſt nations 
who had. 


Revolutions for the ſake of opinions take place when 
an end 1s put to an opinion long eſtabliſhed, and another 
opinion ſucceeds it: theſe are either local or unverfal, 
Univerſal revolutions, in matters of opinion, are thoſe 
which extend their influence over a great part of the 
human race. a 


II. 


Of this latter kind, three very remarkable ones may 
be inſtanced. 4 


The firſt was the tranſition from Sabeiſm, or the 
adoration of the heavenly bodies, to Polytheiſm, which 


is the worſhip of certain gods and genii, by whom thoſe 


heavenly bodies kad been typified: it extended through- 
out the then known world. The remembrance-and ſome 
monuments of it ſtill remain, but we are ignorant of 
its hiſtory. The ſecynd was the tranſition from Poly- 
theiſm to Chriſtianity, which laſt was nothing more than 
the revelation of certain myſteries or truths, which till 
then had been concealed from the profane. The third, 
which happened in Arabia and Africa, was the tranſition 
from idolatry to the theiſm of Mohammed. Theſe two 
theiſms contended for ſix hundred years, and at laſt di- 
vided the world between them, each occupying two. 
parts of it. | 


III. 


Revolutions which reſult from the tranſition from one 
opinion to another, are always ſanguinary, fince they 
who got their livelihood by the old opinion, are inte- 


"reſted in preventing the eſtabliſhment of the new one. 


And here it is no longer a conflict of opinions only, it 
is a war of men: doQtors, kings, nations, magiſtrates, 
* 0 5 ; ; 2 P all 
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all are hurried along, all fight, until the new opinion 
prove triumphant, a | 46 


IV. 


There are two grand epochs of change in the opini- 
ons of modern Europe, By the irruption of the barba- 
rians, who deſtroyed the Roman empire, the monſtrous 
alliance between the ignorance of the conquerors and 
the religion of the vanquiſhed, engendered ſuperſtition, 
which, in fact, is nothing more than ignorant religion. 
After Charlemagne, the diviſion of the empire occatt- 
oned endleſs ſubdi viſions; and this produced the feudal 
eee, which, in fact, is nothing elſe than ſubdivided 
overeignty. | f 

The queſtion which agitates France at this day, and 
which certainly will occupy the reſt of Europe, is, whe- 
ther ſuperſtition and the feudal ſyſtem be inſtitutions 
eternal and neceſlary. | | | 


V. 

Superftition, or rather ſuch ſuperſtition, muſt have 
an end, when ignorance, and the barbariſm of the times 
which gave her being, are at an end. Ignorance is like 
night, which muſt neceſſarily give place to day. Su- 
perſtition 1s born in darkneſs; her growth and the horror 
of darkneſs keep pace with each other; ſhe js inauſpi- 
cious and alarming at the hour when goblins, bugbears, 
apparitions, and horrible beaſts and monſters take poſleſ- 
ſion of the earth, and affright or devour human beings. 
She diſappears at the arrival of the dawn, when we can 
diſtinguith thoſe objects which have terrified us in the 
dark, and when the monſters run to hide themſelves in 
the foreſts, 9 | A! 


VI. 


The feudal ſyſtem. muſt terminate when the people 
lifts its head; when fief-poſſeſſing kings are no more than 
hef-poſſeſſing perſons, enjoying certain privileges; when, 
by dint of ſubdiviſion, the feudal ſyſtem is ſo ſpun out, 
and minced down, that it hath no longer any conſiſt- 


eney; 
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ency; when nobility, having been either ſold or given 
to perſons of little conſequence, is no longer an object 
of the public eſteem; when, on ſeeing plebeians becomo 
nobles for their money, one ceaſes to conſider the nobles 
as a particular race of men; when opulence and com- 
merce place the vulgar on a level with the noble; when 
men of letters and men of wit, by living with the no- 
bles, diſcover their. on ſuperiority ; when feudal coun- 
tries are covered with academies, colleges, profeſſors, 
learned men, poets, eminent artiſts, wealthy merchants, 
and that multitude of amiable, polite, and well-accom- 
pliſhed blackguards,* who are tempted to ſuppoſe them- 


| felves at leaſt equal to the nobles, Then it is that opi - 


nion periſhes. 
| - > 
An opinion once extinct, neyer again comes to life; 
we paſs on to another. Cannons, ſabres, pandours, 
death's-head Huſſars, nothing whatever is of any ſigni- 
fication: the multitude ſays to the nobles as the man ſaid 
to Jupiter; Thou art in an ill humour, therefore art 
thou in the wrong. 


VIII. 


It is aſked, whether, if two caſhiered opinions unite, 
they may not recover their former dignity. This can- 
not be; for the ſame enlightened wiſdom hath ſuppreſſed 
both the one and the other, and two cyphers do not 
conſtitute a unit. 


> - 


Natural inſtitutions .endure i perpetually, or, if inter- 


rupted, they rife again, like thoſe rivers which, after 
Tunning for ſome time under ground, burſt forth a few 
leagues off, and continue their progreſs in the face of 
day. Unnatural inſtitutions. commence, grow, oppreſs, 
diſguſt or weary, and then the world ſhakes them off: 
now, the fantallie inſtitution of" the feudal ſyſtem is un- 
natural. The hermits of the deſert have diſappeared ; 
knights-errant are no more; the templars, the jeſuits, 


Tant de wilaine aimables, polis et inſtruits. 
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the monks and nuns of every colour have vaniſhed. 
Were it extraordinary that the feudal ſyſtem ſhould va- 
niſh in its turn ? | | 

e X. 

The celebrated cruſades conferred on Europe, arts, 
ſciences, the enfranchiſement of cities, and the freedom 
of the peaſantry: this was the firſt blow given to the 


nobles by themſelves. It is ſaid, that, in order to give 
the finiſhing ſtrokg, they are preparing another cruſade. 


XI. 


The eighteenth century hath paved the way for im- 
1 alterations in human opinions, and, eonſequent- 
y, for a revolution, which hath had its commencement 
in America and in France. It hath met with but few 
obſtacles in America, ſince that country, new, without 
neighbours and without prejudices, diſplayed none of thoſe 
old monuments which render old opinions reſpectable, 
and ſince, moreover, men had been tranſplanted thither 
in a condition almoſt. equal, and were diſpoſed to ap- 
proximate by reciprocal neceſſities. The prejudices of - 
A forgotten ſociety were extinguiſhed in the new one; 
ſhe was both morally and phyſically in a new world. 
_ is accounting for the contrary having happened in 
rance. 


7 


XII. 


France hath not effected, but commenced. her revo- 
lution. K | 


XIII. 


The change of opinion which is in agitation, reſts en- 
tirely upon theſe two words, equality and liberty. Now, 
hitherto political opinion hath been founded upon theſe 
two other principles, inequality of rights, and ſervitude. 
But the tranſition from this opinion to the former muſt 
be marked by the ſtrongeſt reſiſtance on the part of all 
thoſe, who, from intereſt or from prejudice, adhere to 
the old opinion, that-is, of thres fourths of the inhabi- 
. : tants 
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tants of an enlightened country; of all in countries 
which are not enlightened. Recolſect that Aſiatic Mo- 
narch, who was almoſt ſtifled with a fit of laughter, 
when a Venetian told him that his country was governed 
without a king. There is little more reflection in one 
half of Europe. | 


XIV. 

The epoch of the revolution, commenced at the cloſe 
of the eightecnth century, will be infimately connected 
with the declaration of rights. Even were the reſt of 
the conſtituticn to periſh, this declaration will float; in 
fpite of every ſubmerſion, it will riſe up ſomewhere. 
It hath been eaſily eſtabliſhed in America, becauſe, there, 
there were neither kings, nor prieſts, nor doctors, nor 
nobles to aſſault it; but, as ſoon as it had croſſed the 
ccean, in order to viſit the old continent, and to ſhew 
itſelf in the midſt of immenſe and populous cities, as 
ſoon as it attempted to eſtabliſh itſelf in kingdoms over- 
burthened with cathedrals, abbeys, towers, fortreſſes, 
ſteeples, cloiſters of. every, form, and having no auxiha- 
ries but the wiſe and the people, it was neceſſarily ex- 
poſed to the moſt audacious inſults, 


XV. | 

There is a goſpel of the declaration of rights, as there 
is a goſpel of the Chriſtians ; it ovght to be perſecuted, 
becauſe it contains glad tidings to the meek and lowly, and is 
folly and madneſs, according to the notions of this world. Tt 
is a ſingularity worth remarking, that the goſpel is no- 
thing more than a declaration of rights: its myſteries 
were a long time hidden, becauſe they attacked the prieſts 
and the great. ä 


XVI. 


Cruel as the wars may have been, which the declara- 
tion of rights occaſioned, they ought not to be imputed 
as a reproach to thoſe who proclaimed that declaration : 

men muſt firſt complain of the invention of the art of 
printing. If the torrent of opinions hath become large 
| | an 
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and rapid, it is becauſe it hath been ſwelled by a great 
number of rivulets, and hath directed its courſe through 
ſucceſſive generations. ; | 


XVII. 


The Chriſtians long concealed their goſpel, and did 
not publiſh it until they thought themſelves ſtrong. The 
goſpel of the declaraticn of rights hath been entruſted to 
à naticn noted for indifcretion and levity, and who tells 
whatever ſhe knows: This, then, is all that can with 
Teaſcn be cemplained of: but the declaration of rights is 
come round again, like a comet which re- appears in due 
ſeaſon; the aſtronomers had foretold it. 


1 
Here is 2 grand ſubje& of controverſy for the eigh- 


teenth and nineteenth centuries; namely, whether nati- 
ons belong to kings, or kings belong to nations; whether 
authority be inſtituted for the pleaſure of thoſe who go- 
vern, or for the happineſs of thoſe who are governed, 


XIX. | 
Theſe two queſtions will be long debated, on the one 


ſide by men of ſenſe, and on the other by men of roy- 


alty.* But the latter will at firſt have the advantage; 
ſince they plead full-handed, as the. phraſe is. Theſe 
conteſts will be ſo many ſtorms, which will ripen the 
revolution. 


XX. 


Ihe diſadvantage of nations conſiſts in their igno- 
rance, in their diſperſion, in the diverſity of languages, 
in that cf cuſtoms, laws, and manners, in the ſtupidity 
of national katreds. Kings are poſſeſſed of armies, of 
all the wealth of nations, and of the advantage of ha- 


bitual authority: they all ſpeak the ſame language; they 


have their ambaſſadors, their ſpies, their correſpondences, 
| and 
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| and their treaties, the promptitude of will, of accord, 
2 excution, and every one knows that they are cou- 


xxl. 
In general, a new truth requires thirty years at leaſt, 
to be eſtabliſhed amongſt a numerous people, when that 
pools is calm and unimpaſſioned, Before it hath re- 
ounded ſeveral times in every ear, before it hath rouſed 
the indolent, ſtruck the inattentive, converted the obſti- 
nate, and the ſuperſtitious, which is the ſame thing, and 
' unmaſked hypocriſy, the 18 hath paſſed away. 
But, in extraordinary jun , and when two opinions 
juſtle, that which is the true one is proclaim-d ſo loud 
and ſo forcibly, that it makes a rapid progreſs: it is 
ſtrengthened by contradiction, and propagated by the 
paſſions : one year of war does more for its ſucceſs, than 
2 century would at other times, : 


| XXII. 
It happens alſo, that as a truth never goes alone, but 


is attended with a train of conſequences, contradiction, 
which, as we all know, ſtrikes out new flaſhes of light, 
balls up from the abyſs of darkneſs truths of which one 
ſhould not otherwiſe have thought ſo ſooh ; ſo that the 
enemies of a truth find themſelves overwhelmed with a 
throng of auxiliaries, who effectually put them to flight. 


XXIII. 


It is poſſible, that all the kings of Europe may form a 
coalition againſt an humble page of writing; but, after 
a number of cannon-ſhots, and wheri thoſe potentates 
have deſtroyed three or four hundred thouſand men, and 
laid waſte twenty countries, it will not be the Jeſs true 
that men are born and continue free and equal, as to their rights, 
and that the nation is the ſoverrigu: and it is poſſible, that 
their obſtinacy may have occaſioned the diſcovery of 
other truths, which, but for the wrath of thoſe great 
princes, mankind would never have thought of. 


XXIV. 


(6 
XXIV. 


It is uſeleſs, undoubtedly, to offer advice to the cor- 
poration of kings; firſt, becauſe they will not read my 
refleQions, and, ſecondly, becauſe it is the nature of the 
eſprit de corps nevet to underſtand any thing, and to run 

dlong down the courſe which its inclinations have 
marked out for it. But ſtill it is uſeful to write, becauſe 


the people read. 


XXV. 


Men are deſtroyed, for ſuch is the diſmal appendage 
of a monarch's occupation; but kings cannot kill opi- 
nions. As little can they make them travel back the 
way they came; for, after a predigious ſlaughter of hu- 
man beings, and after all the hidecus maſſacres which 
heroes ſhall have achieved, there will be neither kings, 
nor executioners, nor even prieſts, to make us unthink 
what we have theught, cr unſay what we have ſaid. It 
will, then, be neceſſary for kings to ftife truth, erect 
tribunals of inquiſition, put a ſtop to all the printing- 

reſſes in Europe, ſilence the Englith and every other 
nation, and annihilate North America. This war 
againſt reaſon, then, is nothing elſe than madneſs, like 
ſo many other wars, which end in the ruin of thoſe who 
kindled them. The good La Fontaine ſays: En toute 
ehoſs il faut conſiderer la fin. 


XXVI, 


It hath been ſaid, for two years ſucceſſively, that three 
hundred thouſand Germans, fifty thouſand Ruſſians, ten 
thouſand Swedes, twenty thouſand Swiſs, thirty thou- 
ſand Italians, and thirty thouſand Spaniards, are to con- 
federate in the ſpring, in order to kill the men of France, 
butcher their wives and children, burn their towns and 
harveſts, and make a oruel war on them, becauſe the 
French have declared that all men are brethren, and 
that they do not with to make war on any one. Is ſuch 


madneſs as this credible ? 


XXVII. 
What would the Swedes ſay, who are now holding 
their States-General; the Poles, who have made for 
| themſelves 


* 
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» 
themſelves 4 conſtitution to their on fancy, were we 
to ſend four hundred thouſand ſoldiers to ravage their 


territory, and puniſh them for having given themſelves” 


laws to their own liking, and not to our's > They would 


ſay, that we were a nation of fools, of barbarians, of 
madmen, a nation which no longer deſerved to exit 


upon the globe. 
XXVIII. 


When wandering nations, who were for the firſt time 
united by the ſocial tie, heard announced, in the name 
of heaven, the firſt laws of civilization, were their cars 
delighted with more ſublime truths than thoſe which, at 
our regeneration, have been proclaimed in the name of 
the French ? Theſe truths have ſaid : | 


Men, aſſcciated for the purpoſe of legiſlating for 
% yourſelves, you all bring hither an equal right: le 
* who is the Kat conſiderable in this immenſe multi- 
** tude, ſhall have the ſame right to common protec- 
tion; all privileges are aboliſhed. ' Your properties 
* ſhall be equally protected, for you bring them into 


the common ſociety; no rafh hand will preſume to 


* make any attempt upon them. You ſhall be free in 
your thoughts, in your opinions, in your actions, in 
vyour diſcourſe, in your writings, in your commerce, 
in your houſes, in cities, in the country, on your tra- 
* vels. All that the law requires of you, is to injure 
* ncne, as you with that none ſhould do you an injury. 
& Let all watch over all; let the perſon of each of you 
* be placed under the ſafeguard of the reſt; and let cer- 
te tain citizens choſen amongſt you, and by you, watch 
more particularly over your ſecurity. | 
« It » neceſſary that you ſhould have Jaws, preciſely 
« for the purpoſe of maintaining your rights, and of 
« preventing any from attempting to violate them; but 


« theſe laws ſhall be the expreſſion of your will. It 


* ſhall not be in the power of one man to give them to 
& you, for he would pay more attention to his own in- 
ce tereits than to your's. Men choſen by yourſelves ſha!l 
“ legiſlate for vou ; but the right of. ſovereignty ſtill 

% remains 


* 
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** remains in you, ſince you have the right to alter your 
* laws, when they no longer prove ſuitable to your 
“ fituation. You ſhall, therefore, always have repre- 
«© ſentatiyes, but you ſhall never have maſters, 


% Your expences ſhall be common; none ſhall be 
“ diſpenſed with from contributing to them; each ſhall 
* furniſh his contingent in proportion to his fortune; | 
* and the aſſeſſinents ſhall be made by perſons choſen 15 
*© by yourſelves; and, although the laws which you KY 
* ſhall have made, and the magiſtrates whom you'ſhall i # 
* have choſen, watch over your ſafety, each of you 
** ſhall enjoy the right of complaining to the eſtabliſhed 
* authority, of any injuſtice which he ſhall have ſuf- 
© fered; for you are afoeinted with no other view than 
to be free, tranquil and happy. e 


« Men and brethren, remember that you are fo re- 
te lated to the whole human race; reſpett the rights of 

the nations which are your neighbours, as you would 
« that they ſhould reſpect your's; undertake no war 
„ from a ſpirit of conqueſt, but defend yourſelves cou- 
© rageouſly whenever you ſhall be attacked, for your 
* cauſe will be a juſt one,” 


Now, ſhould hiſtory one day inform poſterity, that, 
« Scarce had this wiſe people pronouneed theſe words, [ 
when all the neighbouring nations fell upon it, in or- | 
* der to deſtroy it;“ what would our poſterity think of 
.fo barbarous an age? But ths is not what hiſtory will | 
fay : ſhe will trace, ia characters of fire, the famous | 
and ineffectual confederacy of kings, which is not the LY 
confederacy of nations, 


n XXIX. 


I hear it ſometimes ſaid, that the French ſhould have 
coptented themſelves with laying down principles for 
their own particular ſtate, without ſpreading abroad thoſe 
principles amongſt other nations. But is it really their 
fault, if their principles are ſo general, as to be adapted 
to all men of all times and of all countries? Nay, is it 

not a proof of the excellence of their principles, which 
depend neither upon ages, nor on prejudiccs, nor on clis, . 
N 2 mates ? 
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mates? Have they invented them maliciouſly, and in or- 
der to impoſe on kings and on the great? And is there 
any man 10 filly, as to ſcruple to rebuild his ſhattered 
dwelling, becauſe others might be tempted to re-edify 
their's? If the French language is * through all 
Europe, are the French to blame? Ought they, through 
fear of being liſtened to and imitated, to obſerve a ſtrict 
ſilence, or ſpeak a language different from their own? 


XXX. 


The French conſtitution is founded upon the prin? 
ciples of the ſoundeſt morality; upon juſtice, for it 
wills that none ſhould do to others what. he would not 
that they-ſhould do to him; upon equity, for it en- 
joins each to do for others, what he would that they 
ſhould do for him; upon univerſal benevolence, for it 
wills that the French ſhould look upon all other nations 
as their brethren, as families of the great nation of man- 
kind: the declaration of rights amounts to nothing more. 
Nevertheleſs, a violent outcry hath been raiſed in Eu- 
rope againſt the French nation and its principles: it 
hath been aſſerted, that they meant to overturn every 
thing. This was tantamount to ſaying, that Europę is 
in a ſtate of barbariſm, and deftitute of morality. But 
the caſe is otherwiſe ; and the ſhock which the enemies 
of reaſon, of virtue, and of liberty, are preparing, is 
likely to produc? the ſtrongeſt illumination, for the age 
of illumination is arrived. 5 | 


XXXI. 


The French are guilty of a great crime : they have 
changed the face of politics. They have the * 
to aſſert, that wars ſhould be defenſive only; that the 
people, whoſe blood is ſpilt with fo little ceremony, 
ſhould be conſulted; that wars are not undertaken for 
the ſake of kings, who are enriched by them, but for 
the people, which is ruined by them; that the iatereſts 
of the people ought to be the baſis of every treaty ; that 
the policy of cabinets ſhould be frank, honeſt, unfull:ed 
by the deſpicable cuſtom of eſþionnage ; that treaties hi- 
therto have been nothing but a market of human beings, 

where 
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where the ſpeculators calculate how many muſt be led to 
butchery, and how many muſt be kept to fatten. The 
ſtateſmen have riſen with one accord againſt theſe un- 
righteous maxims: the whole corps diplomatique hath 
ſhuddered at the idea: they have ſworn that it ſhall coſt 
the lives of ſeveral hundred thouſand men: blood, per- 
adventure, will ſtream, and that copiouſly ; but reaſon 
will ſay, like Galileo: Perd ſi muove.* 


XXXII. 


be war now preparing muſt be the final effort of 
the force of kings, 


* 


XXXIII. 


When important opinions terminate, the important 
powers founded upon theſe opinions are always affected 
with'a delirium : they always read the future in the paſt: 
according to them, what hath been ought to exiſt conti- 
nually. This blindneſs is one of the combinations ne- 
ceſſary to precipitate their fall; for he who knows how 
to keep his feet upon the edge of a precipice, does not 
fall down that precipice; the fool, when he is puthed, 
precipitates himſelf, Th 


XXXIV. 


Some of the Engliſh ſay to us: your revolution can- 
not hold, for you have no leaders; you have no men 
who tower above the reſt : l a Cromwel, a 
Fairfax; this it was which decided the reyolution in our 
iſland.— The error of theſe Engliſh is the conſequence of 
their confounding revolutions which are made for the 
ſake of men, with thoſe which are made for the ſake of 
opinions. The latter are brought about by ſociety at 
large; all are leaders,+ all are inftitutors, ſince all are 
equally intereſted in the affair, Such a revolution con- 

EOS ſiſts, 


t nodes, nevertheleſs Galileo, it is well known, was 
condemned by the Inquiſition, for having aſſerted that the 
earth moved round the ſun. £ 


+ So much the worſe. 
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| fiſts, not in the re-eſtabliſhment of the rights of one 
man, but of the rights of all. Were there a chief, a 
hero, in the caſe, it would prove no more than a revo- 
lution for the ſake of one man. 


The revolution will, perhaps, be finiſhed by one man, 
but it muſt be commenced by all. 


XXXV. 


There are but three powers in Europe that decidedly 
wiſh for war, and theſe three are preciſely thoſe who 
have the leaſt right to wiſh for it. There is a fourth 
ſovereign ; but I do not reckon him, fince he is no 
longer a power. 


XXXVI. 


It is a fortunate cii cumſtance for Europe and * 
France, that the latter hath no allies, for nothing could 
ſave them from a general war. Thoſe who thought to 
injure the cauſe of liberty, in depriving us of our allies, 
or in diſſolving thoſe alliances which they pretended to 
ſtrengthen, have even done —— ſervice to liberty. The 
cauſe, of the principles is found pure and without mix- 
ture. 


Elementary opinions, principles, are like water, which 
always finds its level: we arreſt it in its courſe, we op- 
poſe dykes to it, we drain it; but ſtill it will re-unite 
eher. 

XXXVII. 

The adviſers of the Court have, in general, given it” 
bad counſel, in prevailing on it to perſiſt in forming al- 
 Hiances for the king, when they ſhould have been form- 
ed for the ſake of the nation. They have ſaid to him: 
Such a one is your brother-in-law, that other is your 
couſin; they will ſupport you. Ves, but againſt 
whom ? for I ſee nothing in France but the nation and 
the * | | 


XXXVIII. 


It was the palace of the Thuilleries which tore 5 
Family Compact of 1756. 


XXXIX. | 


6 


XXXIX. 


They thought to play a wicked ſtroke of fineſſe, in 
depriving the nation of her alliances. What will be the 
reſult of it? either ſhe will be free to chooſe, or ſhe will 
wait without impatience and without pride, till others 
come to ſeek her alliance. | 


XL. 


The alliances of a nation ſhould be founded upon ker 
intereſts ; they ſhould be freely and publicly diſcuſſed 
they ſhould poſſeſs a character of freedom, of brother- 
hood, and of ſolemnity, which may cordially unite the 
Citizens of the two contracting nations. Compared to 
theſe, how. cold are the alliances of kings! how little 
certainty, how little durability to be found in them! For 
we ſee that cabinets always reſerve to themſelves the 
means of breaking or of fruſtrating the intent of ſuch 
alliances; that they have ſtipulated for the intereſts of a- 

ſingle perſon, and not for thoſe of the nation, 


XLI. 


War is the habitual ſtate of Europe; treaties of peace 
are no more than truces; we lay down our arms only 
becauſe we are tired of fighting, and with the hope of 
taking them up again. We are formed for a ſtate of 
war; for the famous political balance is nothing elſe. 
The intricate connection of treaties, of alliances, and 
of guaranties, renders them im practicable cr of no effect. 
It is impoſſible that thoſe affected and forced attitudes can 
hold long. The great powers will ſtill make attempts to 
ſwallow up the little cnes: but the very ſtrides which 
they will take towards conqueſt, will mark the æra of 
liberty in Europe. 


XLII. 


By the way, the deſign concerted for laying an em- 
bargo * on all the printing- preſſes in Europe, is a very 
ſingular coalition. But the time is not far off, when von 
Hall have a preſs for "ys ve leuis, when, inſtead of a 

' 4 ſecretary, 


* De reſtreindre. 
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ſecretary, you will hire a compoſitor: then will the 
liberty of the preſs be as common as the liberty of the 
. writing-deik. | 


XLIII. 


There hath appeared in France one of thoſe men who 
can dart from the preſent into the future: he hath de- 
clared, that the time muſt come, when all nations ſhall 
form but one, and when national averſions ſhall termi- 
nate: he hath foretold the republic of humankind, and 
the nation unique: he hath proudly ſtyled himſelf the 
ambaſſador of mankind, and aſſerted that all the nations 
of the earth were his conſtituents : he hath foreſeen, that 
the declaration of rights, which paſſed from America to 
France, muſt one day become the ſocial theology of man, 
and the morality of thoſe human families, commonly 
called nations. He was a Pruſſian and one of the nobles, 
and he hath now become a man. Some told him that he 
was a viſionary. He anſwered in theſe words of a phi- 
loſophic writer : * One might compoſe a volume of the 
« falſe maxims which are credited in the world: there, 
© one lives upon a ſmall fund of principles, to which 
« very few think of making any addition, Does any 
take a towering flight, and dare to look beyond the 
6 limits of theſe principles; the world takes the alarm; 
cc he is conſidered as a dangerous perſon ; at leaſt he is 
* accounted whimſical and eccentric.” ?“ 


XLIV. 


When the Spaniſh inquiſitors diſcovered America, 
they little expected that the human race would recover 
its rights in thoſe regions. When the fanatical cru- 
ſaders took Conſtantinople, they had no idea that Europe 
would thence derive that light of knowledge, which hath 
rendered the eruſades ridieulous. When Leo X. erected 
the firſt theatre at Rome, he little thought that the ſtage 
would give new life to philoſophy. hen the popes 
patronized the art of printing, they never once ſuſpect- 
ed that it would prove the ruin of their power. When 
the Arabs expelled the camel-driver, who preſumed to 
aſſert that there was only one God, they little nn 
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that that Hegira, or flight, would become one of the 
moſt memorable æras in hiſtoxy.—A truth is like all the 
other buds of nature, which contain, in an unpercepti- 
ble point, the buds of buds in infinitum. 


XLV. 


The balance of Europe was a commencement of ci- 
vilization, and a rude eſſay at public right. The barba- 
rians committed deſtruction; they then ſettled; after 
which they fought amongſt themſelves. Potent kings 
next appeared, and wars were carried on more ſyſtema- 
tically. Regular troops, and ambaſſadors, were the next 


invention : thence aroſe the diplomatic ſcience, and the. 


balance of power. Such is, in a few words, the hiſtory 


of fourteen centuries. Will any one preſume to ſay that 


the human mind is to ſtop here? 


XLVI. 


Nations are to nations what a man is to a man, bre- 
thren who poſſeſs reciprocal rights and duties. The 
declaration of the rights of nations is the ſame with the 
declaration of the rights of man: Liberty, ſecurity, pro- 
erty, equality, and refiſlance to oppreſſion : ſuch is public. 
right. This truth is premature, but it is a truth. France 
hath framed the conſtitution of one people : upon the 


ſame principles will be formed one day the conſtitution 


of nations. 


Whoever ſays thet nations and governments ſhould 
have a ſyſtem of morality different from that of indivi- 
duals, calumniates human nature, and proves himſelf to 
be ignorant and filly. 


XLVII. 


The human mind' is capable of unlimited improve- 


ment : why ſhould men wiſh to refaſe it this capability 


with regard to politics? Let it be obſerved, that the 


written hiſtory of human ſocieties in the Weſt does not 
include a period of three thouſand years, which amounts 
not to a hundred generations; that the civilization of 
Europe, reckoning from the reign of Charlemagne, — 

bo exiſted 


e 


- exiſted but a thouſand years, or thirty generations; that 

the revival of literature cannot be dated ſo far back as two 
hundred and fifty years; that philoſophy is not fifty 
years old; that reaſon advances ſlowly, and with unequal 
ſteps, as a man makes but little way, and finds himſelf 
often ſtopt, by the preſſure of a great crowd. Do not 
ſay, then, that we are arrived at the laſt limits of human 

on. | | 


XLV1I1I, 


Had the nation wiſhed to behave unfaithfuily towards 
the proprietary princes, ſhe would have preſerved their 
rights; for, their vaſſals deeming themſelves unhappy 
when compared to their neighbours, the territories of 
thoſe princes would have been ſoon deſerted, and they 
would have been under the neceflity of felling. them: 
a cabinet in love with political cunning, would not have 
failed to take advantage of ſuch a circumſtance. But a 
nation is frank, and practices no artifice. She fairly of- 
fered to indemnify them : and if greatneſs of ſoul 
be a fault, the nation hath committed one, and 
we know that this is not the only fault of the kina 
which ſhe hath committed. But generoſity will hence- 
forward be the national virtue; ſhe will triumph over 
all, even over diplomatic cunning, which hath been diſ- 


guiſed under the name of policy. 


XLIX. 


France reads in the treaty of Weſtphalia, * That, 
&* with the conſent, advice, and inclination of . the elec- 
* tors, princes, and ſtates of the empire, it is agreed 
_ * that the places ceded by the empire to France in Al- 

« face ſhall belong henceforth to the Moſt Chriſtian 
« King, and to the crown of France, with all manner 
« of juriſdiction and ſovereignty, and that neither the 
«© Emperor, the empire, the houſe of Anſtria, nor any 
„other power, may in any wiſe contradi& the ſame ; 
* that they eſtabliſh the crown of France in full and juſt 
0 Jovereignty, property, and poſſeſſion over them ; re- 
* nouncing for ever äll rights and pretenſions which 

te they had to thoſe places; that the ſaid ſeigneuries an 
| | * fights 


* 
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« rights ſhall be cancelled from the matricule > þ the empire.” 
France reads this, and imagines that the ſovereigaty of 
Alſace belongs to her. But the Emperor puts in 4 
claim, in conſequence of the 48th article, relative ta 
certain ſeigneuries, and whichyby a contradiQtion found- 
on a quibble, maintains France in the ſoverergnty, 
and preſerves to the empire the immediacy. And men 
will fight about theſe pitiful equivocations | And kings 
will a like theologians, who cauſe deluges of blood to 
flow on account of a- mere enigma! And nations will 
maſſacre one another in ſupport of them ! A diſhoneſt 
equiyocation, ſome diplomaiic treachery, - reſerved in 
ſome line of an important treaty, in oppoſition to the 
ſpirit and the letter of that treaty, ſhall ſet all Eupore in 
a flame! Maſters of the world, if it was God who gave 
ou the rule and government of it, did he give it to you 
in order that you might drench your domintons with 
human blood? If you owe your ſway to nations, did 
they give it to you in order that you might butcher 
them | 


ons. 

If Alſace be a fief of the empire, the king of the 
French had a right to a ſeat in the diet: if he hath not 
a right to fit in the diet, Alſace is not a fief of the em- 
pire. 5 | 

| LI. 
There is in Europe a ſpiritual feudal ſyſtem ;, a ſupe- 


rior and even divine perſonage is the king paramount of 


this ſpiritual ſyſtem; he hath the fupremum dominium : 
inferior perſonages hold of him : theſe alſo exerciſe a 
feudal juriſdiction over certain other ſpiritual dependen- 
cies; the plebeians are all vaſſals, and annexed to the 
ſpiritual glebe under the title of laics. Theſe. vaſſalz 
take an oath of implicit obedience ; their ſervice con- 


ſiſts in ſacrificing their thoughts. The ſeigneurs enjoy 


the plenitude of judicial power over the ſoul; the 
churches are their caſtles, the gilt croſſes their vanes, 
the ſacred banners their enſigns. This ſpiritual order 
poſſeſſed of old a degree of temporal power that was 
© prodigious. ty | 

* LIT, 


* 
% - 
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LII. 


Men had no ſooner diſcovered that they had a ſoul, 
than perſons were found exceedingly williug to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of it: ſuch was the origin ot ſpiritual juriſdiction. 
Eſtates in the land of ideas are infinitely Jucrative z they 
produce corn, wine, oil, filver, gold, and every thing 
elſe that can render life agrecable. 


LIII. 


There are ſome ſovereign perſonages in Germany, who 
inſiſt that certain plebeian ſouls of France owe fealty 
and allegiance to. them: they abſolutely deſire that 
French thoughts ſhould croſs the Rhine, in order to pay 
ſubmiſſion to the thoughts of Germany. This abſtract 
or abſtruſe pretenſion would have given riſe to furious 
wars in the twelfth century. 


LIV. 


5 Why do not kings, when they are inclined to make 
war, ſay ſo honeſtly? Why ſeek for pretexts, which 
. never impoſe on any one? Why do miniſters act like 
attornies? It is a glorious ſight for thoſe who read the 
gazette, that is, for-all the world, to ſee the maſters of 
humankind, and the repreſentatives of God, racking their 
brains in order to refine upon a falſehood. Speak out, 
give the thing its proper name; it is, in this country, 
the war of kings, of prieſts, and of nobles, againſt 

men. 


\ 


— 
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LV. 


By what means hath a people ſucceeded in ſhaking off 
theſe three yokes all at once? The anſwer is, it durſt do 
< ſo. And how durft it do fo? Anſwer, becauſe it had 
five hundred thouſand well-informed citizens. This 
phenomenon will for a long time excite aſtoniſhment, 


although the art of printiag ſhould explain it. 


LVI. 


The whole policy of France is henceforward to con- 
fiſt in the propagation of knowledge, and in the 4 
- . 0 
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of the preſs. The alphabet will be the legiſlator of the 
enſuing generation, and the firſt ſchools of France will 
become the ſchool of humankind, 50 


LVII. 


It is a fortunate circumſtance for the intereſts of hu- 
manity, that thoſe governments which are defirous of 
extending their territory, with 2 view of augmenting 
their revenue, do not always find countries to conquer: 
Expences muſt be incurred both of men and money, and 
frequently theſe expences are loſt. They have, accord- 
ingly, turned their attention to other ſpeculations, and 
have made commerce their grand object, which, while 
it increaſes the wealth of the ſubject, augments the trea- 
ſure of the maſter. This taſte for commerce, in modern 
cabinets, hath been attributed to policy; as if commerce 
derived its being from any other cauſe than avarice | 
But at leaſt it brings men together; it inſenſibly deſtroys - 
prejudices; it enlarges the compaſs of thought; it —_ 


ens national hatreds; it unites nations by thoſe ties 1 


which are precious to them; it humanizes the globe; 
and factitious wants prepare nations for a more inti- 
mate aſſociation, as real wants formed the earlieſt ſo- 


cieties. 
| LVIII. 


_y thing proclaims to us that a time will come, 
when thoſe national follies called wars will terminate. 
Already is the rage of the primitive hordes much ſof- 
tened; the neceſſity for enjoyments, manufactures, and 
the arts, have rendered nations more ſedentary ; indivi- 
duals travel, and nations ſtay at home ; they fight only 
by detachments ; being all of them commercial, they 
all dread thoſe violent ſhocks, which difarrange and 
ſuſpend their ſpeculations, and divert the courſe of trade 
into other channels. The effect of this neceſſity is im- 
peded, I confeſs, by certain powers which are conqueſt- 
mad, that is to ſay, powers which deſire to take away 
from other nations their iſlands, , their harbours, their 
eolonics, in order to get poſſeſſion of their commerce, 


as a ſtrong man diſplaces a weak one. But this effect 
is 
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is an evidence of the cauſe, ſince their object in uſurp- 
ing is, to trade, to enjoy, and to live in tranquillity, 
Accordingly, we find that wars are leſs bloody amongſt 
us, than with nations which are ſavage and ignorant: 
our legions thunder upon one another politely ; the he- 
roes ſalute before they proceed to kill; the - ſoldiers of 
two hoſtile armies pay. mutual viſits before the batile, as 
a party fits down to ſupper before the dice box is called 
for.* They are no longer nations that fight, nor even 
kings, but armies and men paid, for fighting : it 1s a 
game, where they play for what is ſtaked, and not for 
all that they have in the world; in fine, wars, which 
in old times were a madneſs, are, at preſent, only. a 
olly. l 5 


LIX. 


We who are only the people, but who pay for war 
with our ſubſtance and our blood, will not ceaſe to tell 
kings, that to them alone, wars are profitable; that 
wars are the amuſements of princes, and yield pleaſure 
to none but thoſe who make them; that the true and 
juſt conqueſts are thoſe which each makes at home, by 
comforting the peſantry, hy promoting agriculture, by 
multiplying men and the other productions of nature; 
that thus alone it is that kings may call themſelves the 
image of God, whoſe will is perpetually directed to the 
creation of new beings. If kings continue to make us 
fight and kill one another in uniforms, we will conti- 
nue to write and ſpeak, until nations ſhall be cured of 
this folly : and ſhould kings till perſiſt, we will go to 
the field of battle, we will write our petition upon a 
heap of dead bodies, with the blood of the dying, and 
we will cauſe it to be prefented by fifty thouſand widows - 
and a hundred thouſand orphans. 


LX. 


The ſtupid antipathies exiſting between nations will 
diminiſh, when tings ſhall ceaſe to animate them one 
againſt 


Avant de jouer. 


„ 


againſt the other; for, at preſent, nations are ſedentary 
and proprietary. | 


LXI. 


One may calculate with exactneſs the progreſs of 
reaſon, ? | 


LXII. 


Should the robuſt body of France ſuſtain the ſhock 
of her revolution, we ſhall] no longer behold thoſe 
mighty armies with which ſo little is effected. The 
world will imitate the example of the French; and, in 
this point of view, as in ſo many others, the revolution 
of France will have ſaved the effuſion of human blood, 
and conduced to the preſerving and perfectionating the 
human ſpecies. Even kings will be ſurprized to ſind 
themſelves more powerful and more rich, when they 
ſhall each be no * obliged to take two hundred 
thouſand young men from the plough, to ſacrifice the 
flower of their people, and to kill poſterity. 


LXIII. 


The hiſtory of the revolution of France is a collec- 
tion of prophecics. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 


OF THI 
PRINCIPAL DECREES 
WHICH HAVE BEEN PASSED, 


AND OF THE 


MOST REMARKABLE EVENTS 


Which have taken place during the Sitting 
or THE 


CONSTITUENT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 


A 


CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE; 


&c: 


Mar 1789. 


Lu E proceſſion of the States-General to Ver- 

ailles: | 

sth. Opening of the States-General at Verſailles. 

6th. The Third Eſtate meet in the General Chamber, 
as alſo the two others in their ſeveral apartments. De- 
liberation upon the diſtin verification of powers. 
Invitation of the Third Eſtate to the reſt to act in 
conjunction with them. | | 

7th. An Arret of the King againſt a journal preſented 
by Mirabeau. CIP 5 

8th. Deputation from the Clergy to the Nobleſſe, re- 
ſpecting the union of the Three Orders. 

9th. The Third Eſtate waits for an anſwer to its in vita- 
tion. 

roth. The Deputies are preſented to the King. 

11th. An Arret of the Third Eſtate with reſpe& to the | 
cuſtoms that regard Deputies, ? 

O02 1 3th: p 


„ 


May t 789. | 

I 3th. The Nobleſſe refuſe to join.— The Clergy pro- 
poſe the nomination of Conciliatory Commiſſaries. 

14th. The Nobleſſe continue the verification of their 
powers. 

15th. An Arret to prevent motions being journalized 
under the name of their authors. 

18th. Nomination of Conelliatory Commiſſaries of the 
Tiers Etat. 

19th. The King permits an account of the proceedings 
of the States-General to be given in the journals. 

20th. The Clergy give up. their pecuniary privileges. 

22d. The Chamber of the Clergy -divides itſelf into 
Baillages, for the better examining 1ts papers. 

23d. Meeting of the Aſſembly of the Conciliatory Com- 
miſſaries of the Three Orders. The Nobleſſe give up 
their pecuniary privileges. 

24th. The Delegates newly arrived are preſented to the 
King. 

25th. Another meeting of the Aſſembly of the Conci- 
liatory Commiſſaries of the Three Orders. 

26th. Report from the Commiſſaries. 

27th. The Tiers Etat again invites the Clergy to unite, 

28th. The King demands the re-union of the Commiſ- 
ſaries in preſence of the Keeper of the Seals, and the 
_ King's Commiſſaries. 

29th. Arret of the Tiers Etat to demand that a verbal 
proceſs of conferences be drawn up and ſigned by the 
Commiſſaries. 

Zoth. Re- union of the e Contmillarics take 


place. 


Juxx 1789. 
iſt. M. D*AiLLY is nominated Preſident. of the Tiers 
Etat. Report of conferences. 


3d. 


„ 


: | Juoxs 1789. 

3d: M. &Ailly gives in his geſignation. M. BaxTzx 

is nominated in his room. Conference of the Conci- 
liatory Commiſſaries. 

4th. Report from the above conference. Further con- 
ferences. Interruption from the King. Death of the 
Dauphin at Meudon. | 

5th. Report from the conference the night before. 


6th. Deputation from the Tiers Etat to the King. His 


* 


Majeſty's anſwer. 


7th. The Chamber of the Third Eſtate is formed into 1 
twenty diviſions. . : f 


gth. The Clergy decree that their Commiſſaties ſhall 


ſign the verbal proceſs of conferences, 


— — AE 
A 


I0th. The Abbe Sieyes propoſes to make another at- | 
tempt towards the re-union of the Three Orders, and | 1 
to form themſelves afterwards into an acting body. 


12th. The Tiers Etat invites for the laſt time, the two | 
other orders to unite, 
13th. The Clergy and the Nobleſſe deliberate upon the 
invitation ſrom the Tiers Etat. The former call in 
the Baillages for the proviſional exerciſe of their power. 
Three Curates from Porteau give up their privileges, 
as part of the body of the Clergy. 
14th. Six curates unite themſelves.to the Tiers Etat. 
15th. Another Curate joins the Tiers Etat. The No- 
bleſſe lay an account of their proceedings before his 
Majeſty, and communicate to the Tiers Etat the mo- 
tives of their oonduct. | | 
16th. The Abbe Sieyes propoſes to the Tiers Etat to 
form itſelf into a National Aſſembly, 
17th. The Tiers Etat forms itſelf into a National Aſ- 
ſembly. — ö 
19th. The majority of the Clergy vote for a re- union. 
zoth. The hall of the National Aſſembly is ſhut up. 
The Delegates of the Third Eſtate repair to the Ten-. 
nis Court, and mutually take an oath never to diſſolve 
until they had given France a conſtitution. | 


0-3 21ſt | 


* 
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Ju xx 1789. 
21ſt. The Nobleſſe ſend een to the King. 
22d. The King's meeting the Aſſembly announced for 
this day, is put off till the next. The Delegates of 


the Third Eſtate aſſemble in the Church of St, Louis. 

23d. The King meets the Aſſembly, annuls the Arret 
of the Tiers Etat, and departs. The Tiers Etat makes 
an Arret to perſiſt in the fulfilment of their reſolves, 
and declares the perſons of the Delegates inviolable. 
Celebrated anſwer of Mirabeau to the Maſter of the 
Ceremonies. 

24th. The National Aſſembly continues to fit, The ma- 

jority of the Clergy declare in their favour. 

25th. Nine Eecleſiaſties, and ſeven of the Nobility, 
unite themſelves to the National Aſſembly, 

26th, Deputation from the Nobleſſe to the National Aſ- 
ſembly. e 

27th. Re- union of the Three Orders. 


28th. The people teſtify their joy by every public de- 

monſtration, and form the meſt ſanguine expectations. 
3oth. The majority of the Nobleſſe, and the minority 
cf the Clergy, ſurrender their reſpective powers. 


* 


1 . 
— — —— 
# - AE »'4 . 


Jorr 1789. | 

iſt. The people of Paris ſolicit the King for the par- 
don of ſome ſoldiers who had been forcibly taken out 
of priſon. FCC 

2d. The King's anſwer. vis 

3d. The Duke of Orleans elected Prefident. His refu- 
ſal. He is replaced by the Archbiſhop of Viewwe. 

4th. Deęree reſpecting the admiſſion of ſix Delegates 
from St. Domingo to the National Aſſembly. 

'  $th.. The German troops make quick approaches. 

6th. Arret for a Conſtitutional Committee. 

7th. A town of the province of Saintonge gives up the 

| ; | | privilege 
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Jury 1789. 
privilege of being exempted from paying __ the 
ſubſidies of ſupMes. 


8th. Decree reſpecting abſolute mandates, 


9th. Plan for a N to regulate the proceedings of the 
Aſſembly. 


10th. The National Aſſembly requeſts the King to ſend 
back his troops. The King fatisfies them with re- 
gard to the occaſion of their march. Great thats 
at Paris, 


EY M. Neckar is diſmiſſed, and ſets off from Paris. 


12th. The news of his diſmiſſion is ſpread amongſt the 
people. Great conſternation amongſt them. Prince 
Lambeſc enters at night into the Thulleries, at the head 
of his troops. 


13th. The National Aſſembly ſends a deputation to the 
King, which deſcribes to him the horrors reigning at 
Paris. Siniſter anſwer of the King. The people are 
requeſted to have a regard to public order, Arret for 
raiſing corps of armed citizens. The troops are ſent 


back. The reſponſibility of the Miniſtry declared. 
14th. The people ſeize the arms of the invalids. Tak- 


ing of the Baſtiſe. M. de Launay is put to death. 
The National Aſſembly fits continually without break- 


ing up. M. de la Fayette, as Vice Preſident, conti- 


nues to ſit the whole night. Paris is under the gone 
anxiety. 


13th. The King comes to the National Aſſembly,” and 
announces the departure of the troops. A deputation 
from the National Aſſembly is ſent to inform the 
people. The Baſtile is demoliſhed. The Princes and 
others from the court abſcond. 


16th. An Arret paſſes, requeſting the diſmiſſion of his 


Majeſty's Miniſters, and the recall of M, Neckar, 
The King accedes to the deſire of the National Aſ- 
ſembly, and the wiſhes of the people. M. de Fleſ- 
ſelle is put to death. M. Bailly is nominated Mayor 
of Paris, and M. de la Fayette, General of the Mi- 
lit ia at Paris. 


O 4  Thth. 


———— EE. . 
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Jour 1789. | 

r7th. The King comes to Paris in order to calm the 
diſquietudes of the people. M. Bailly receives his 
_ Majeſty at the entrance of Paris, and preſents him at 
the Hotel de Ville, with a national cockade. The 
King returns to Verſailles, followed by the dens 
tions of the people. 

18th. Tranquillity begins to be re-eſtabliſhed at Paris. 
. Carriages have free acceſs along the ſtreets as uſual. 

19th. Great tumults prevail ia the provinces. 

20th. M. de Liaxcovurr, Preſident. - Addreſſes come 
from all parts of the kingdom, thanking the National 
Aſſembly for its very ncble, ſpirited, and firm con- 
duct. 


21ſt, The King gives permiſſ on to his French guards 
to enter into the corps of armed citizens at Paris. 


22d. Meſſrs. Foulon and Berthier are put to death. 


23d. Proclamation from the National Aſſembly, recom- 
mending order and tranquillity to the people. 

24th. Arret paſſed on the verification of the powers of 
the Deputies from Brittany, &c. 

25th. Arret reſpe Sing an event which happened at the 
Caſtle of Quincey, & . 

26th. Dearth of Proviſions at Paris. 

27th. An anſwer from M. Neckar, dated from Baſle, is 
read at the National Aſſembly. News arrived that the 
Abbe of Colonne was arreſted at Nogent, as likewiſe 
of the arreſt of the Abbe Maury at Nane 199 


28th. Deputies from Rouen make an offer of corn. 


29th. The return of M. Neckar. He goes to the Na- 
tional Aſſembly. 


Zoth. M. Neckar goes to the Hetel de Ville at Paris. 


58 An Arret reſpeQing the ſitting of General Aſſem- 
ies. 


August 


4 


Avousr 1789. 

aſt. Arret reſpecting deputations. Aſſaſſination at St. 
Denys. 

2d. Some ſoldiers from the regular troops requeſt to be 
enrolled in the National Guards. 

3d. Decree, M. le CHArzrixx, Preſident, reſpecting 
perſonal ſafety, perſonal property, &c. 

4th. Abolition of privileges. 

$i Deeree reſpecting the free circulation of provi- 
ions. 

6th. Arret paſſed reſpecting the detenfion of the Duke 
de la Vauguyon. 


1th. M. Neckar propoſes to the National Aſſembly a 
loan of 3o millions. 


$th. Abolition of feudal tenures. 
gth. Decree upon the loan of 30 millions, at four and 
a half per cent, 


10th. Decree relative to the eſtabliſhment of the public 
tranquillity. 


I1th. Decree reſpecting the abolition of privileges 
which paſſed the Houſe, Auguſt 4. | 

12th. Eſtabliſhment of Committees to examine into 
points civil and eccleſiaſtical, as alſo feudal rights. 

13th, Arret on the renewal of tythes. The King ac- 
cepts the title of the Reſtorer of French Liberty. In 
conſequence. of which Te Daum is ſung. 

14th. Nomination of a keeper of the Archives, 


15th. The oath of fidelity to the State is adminiſtered 
to the Swiſs Guards, by M. de la Fayette, and taken 
by them. 

16th. Great dearth of proviſions at Paris. 

17th. News arrived to the National Aſſembly, (MI. de 
CLEREMONT TONNERE, Preſident) of the arreſt of 
M. de Cazalas in one of the ſouthern provinces. 

18th. Debate upon the declaration 'of the Rights of 
Man. 

' 19th. Arret reſpecting the reading of Addreſſes, The 

noted lawp is put up with iron clamps. (het OÞ 


20th. 


( w ) 
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goth. The introduction, and the firſt articles of the de- 


claration of Rights paſs under a decree, 
21ſt. Freſh articles of the declaration of Rights are de- 
creed. Rice is diſtributed in the ſeveral diſtricts of 
Pan in lieu of bread, of which there is a great 
earth. 

22d. The National Aſſembly continues its proceedings 

from yeſterday. The dearth increaſes. 

23d. Liberty of conſcience decreed. 

24th. Liberty of the preſs decreed. 

25th. Riotous crowds aſſemble before the doors of the 
bakers of Paris. 

26th. The concſuſion cf the declaration of the Rights 
of Men and Citizens, paſſes under a decree. 


27th. Decrce reſpecting the ſupplying the loan of 30 
millions, by one of 80 millions, at five per cent. ac- ' 
cording to the plan of M. Neckar. 

28th. The National Aſſembly begins on the formation 
of a Conſtitution: 1 | 

29th. Decree reſpecting the free circulation of corn. 

3oth. The intelligence received of a plot being formed 
fer a counter revolution, cauſes a great fermentation 
in Paris. 


Ziſt. The Biſhop of Laxcres is choſen Preſident, 


— 


SEPTEMBER 1789. 

it, A diſcuſſion of the power of the royal ſanQion is 
begun. | 

2d. A committee of trade and agriculture is appointed. 

31. Appointment of a Committee to examine into the 
ſtate of St. Domingo, a 

4th. The power cf the royal ſanction continues to be 
diſcuſſed. 

th. Decree reſpecting proviſions at Paris. Eighty wag- 

gon loads of corn arrive from Prie. * 
p th. 


I „ 
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SEPTEMBER 1789. 
6th. The priſons of St. Lazarus are demcliſhed. 
th. Ladies make an offer of their jewels towards the 
ſupplies of the ſtate. | | 
gth. The National Aſſembly is declared permanent. 
10th. Decree which declares the legiſlative body ſhall be 
only compoſed of one chamber. 
I1th. An Arret which orders a Memorial ſent by the 
King, reſpecting the pcwer cf the royal ſanction, not 
to be read, | a 
12th A decree, confining the duration of each Legiſla- 
ture to the ſpace of two years. 
13th. A dearth of proviſions is again felt at Paris. 
14th. Arret upon the form of aſking the royal ſanction; 
Mr. de CLEREMONT 'TONNEKE being Preſident for 
the ſceond time. | 
I5th. Decree upon the inviolableneſs of the King, the 
Crown's being hereditary, and the indiviſibility of 
the empire. - | 
16th. The renunciation of ſome of the branches of the 
Houſe of Bourbon is diſcuſſed. 
17th. The famine increaſes. 
18th. Decrce reſpecting patriotic donations. 
19th. The town of Chartrcs ſends a large ſupply of 
flour to Paris, with a promiſe at the ſame time of 
ſending every week as much. 
20th. The King promiſes the promulgation of the de- 
| 2 paſſed the 4th of Auguſt, throughout the king- 
om. 
21ſt. Decree confining the refuſal of ſanction to the 
ſecond Legiſlative body. 
22d. Decree reſpecting places and penſions. The King 
ſends his plate to the mint. 
23d. Decrees reſpecting the exciſe upon ſalt. 
24th. M. Neckar lays before the National Aſſembly a 
dreadful picture of the ſtate of the finances of France. 
The patriotic donations increaſe, 


25th, 


2 * 
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SEPTEMBER 178g. 

25th. Decree reſpecting the contribution of privileged 
perſons. 

26th. The National Aſſembly adopts the plan reſpeQing 
the finances, propoſed by M. Neckar. 

28th. A decree which ſuppreſſes the rights of feudal pri- 
vileges. 8 

29th. Decree reſpecting church plate. 

3oth. Decree reſpecting ſome conſtitutional articles. 


OCTOBER 1789. 
ift. Formation of a Committee for the examination of 
military affairs. Rejoicings of the Body Guards at 
” Verſailles. | 
ad. Formation of a Committee to inſpect matters rela- 
tive to domains. Decree upon loans at intereſt, 
3d. Arret paſſed for the drawing up inſtructions relative 
to the circulation of corn,— The want of proviſions 
is very great. ; 
gth. The populace take the cockade of a ſingle colour 
out of the hats of thoſe who wear them. 
th. Acceptation of the declaration of the Rights of 
Men, and of the articles decreed reſpecting the Con- 
ſtitution,—At night the people go to the King at Ver- 
failles. | 
6th. The King and the Royal Family come to Paris. 
-—Decree declared the infeperability of the Aſſembly 
and the King. 
th. Decree reſpecting a uniformity of contributions as 
well as their continuance. 
8th. Deorce reſpecting the Deputies from the Chamber 
of Commerce. , | 
gth. The King ſatisfies the provinces reſpecting the 
alteration of his reſidence, 
z0th. Annunciation of much diforderty conduct amongſt 
the people, 
As I1th, 


is 
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11th. The King and Queen pay for the redemption of 
ſuch linen and winter cloaths as do not exceed the 
ſum of 24 livres pawned by poor people at the officer 
of Mont de Pieté. | 

12th. Decree. for transferring the meeting of the Nati- 
onal Aſſembly to Paris. 

13th. Arret reſpecting proceedings againſt criminals. 

_ The Duke of Orleans requeſts leave to go to Eng- 
and. 

15th. Arret upon the abolition of Cuſtoms reſpecting 


deputies. 


18th. The King reviews a diviſion of the National 
Guards in the Champs Ely/ees. 

19th. The National Aſſembly fits for the firſt time at 

Paris. News arrived that the Duke of Orleans is 
ſtopped at ſea. The National Aſſembly orders him to 
be enlarged. 

20th. Decree reſpecting the tranſmitting the deerees to 
the provinces. | 

21ſt. A baker falſely accuſed with keeping back the 
bread from the poor, is hanged by the populace. Mar- 
tial law againſt riotous mobs. i 

22d. People of colour demand the Rights of citizens. 

23d. A committee is eſtabliſhed to examine reſpecting 
priſoners confined by Lettres de cachet. 

24th. Miniſtry demand the nature of their reſponſibi- 
lity. 

26th. Decree proroguing all convocations of provincial 
Aſſemblies. | | 

27th. A decree paſſes which excludes bankrupts from all 
public offices. | 

28th. M. Capmvs, Preſident. Proviſional decree reſ- 
petting monaſtic vows. The King and Queen con- 
ſent to ſtand godfather and godmother to the infant of 
the unfortunate baker. 

29th. A plan relative to the mark of ſilver is diſcuſſed. 

3oth. Arret for expediting and drawing vp the acts of 
the Aſſembly. 

3117. 


. 


OcToBrk 1789. 


31ſt, Eecleſiaſtical property goes through the diſcuſſion 
of the National Aſſembly. | 


| NovxM RTR 1789. 
1ſt. The author of Domine ſalvum fac Regem is taken up 
for examination. 
- 2d. Decree reſpecting eccleſiaſtical property. 
3d. Decree reſpecting the vacation of parliaments. 


. 4th. Decree reſpecting the acceptation of decrees. A 


deputation from the Biſhops is ſent to the King to 

requeſt that the play of Charles IX. may not be per- 

formed. 

5th. Decree * Ve- the ſending the decrees into the 

provinces.— Rules for a proviſional police. 

th. Firſt motion reſpecting the admiſſion of Miniſters 
for conſultation. | 

5th. Decree paſſed for excluding Members of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly from being in the Miniſtry, 

Sth. News arrived that M. de Caraman is arreſted at 
Alengon.— The famine decreaſes, 

gth. The National Aſſembly meet for the firſt time at 
the Manage. Decree reſpecting the preſentation and 
ſanion of the laws. | 

10th. Neeree relative to a ſeditious arret of the Chamber 
of Vacations at Rouen. 

11ih. The effect which the arret of the King's Counſel 
had on the above chamber. 

12th, M. THouRET, Preſident, A decree ſuppreſſing 
at the deſire of the King all proceedings againſt the 
above chamber. 

13th. Decree reſpecting the declarations of beneficed 
incumbents, - e 

14th. Decree reſpecting the archives and books belong- 
ing to menaſterics. M. Neckar lays before the Na- 
tional Aſſembly a plan for a national bank. 


16th. 


Aa% 
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 NovemBER 1789. 
16th. Decree aboliſhing all law commiſſions for offices 
of judicature and centieme denier. 
17th. Decree reſpeQing the ſeditious arret of the patlia- 
ment of Metz. 
15th. Decree upon primary and elective aſſemblies. 
| 19th, Decree reſpecting the adminiſtration of diſtric̃ts 
and departments. 
e An offering made of ſilver buckles tow ards ſup- 
plies. 
_ 21ſt, Nomination of Commiſſaries to EI the diſ- 
patch of Decrees. 
22d. The community of Paris make a patriotic offering 
of their ſilver buckles. 
23d. The ArRcneisnoP oF Aix, Preſident. A decree 
upon the diſcuſſion between the diftris and the com- 
munity of Paris. 
24th. Declaration upon a celiberation of the States of 
Cambreſis. i 
25th. Decree upon an addreſs ſent by the Mendes 
Club of London. 
26th. Decree reſpecting the National Guards of Caen. 
27th. Suppreſſion of new year's gifts to perſons in a 
public capacity. 
28th. Decree reſpecting the accounts given in of the 
ſtate of the finances, 
30th. Decree which eſtabliſhes the Iſland of Corſica as 
part of the French empire. 


— k ot oa —— —D— 


DECEMBER 1789. 
1ſt. Continuation of articles reſpecting municipalities. 
ad. Decree reſpecting the proviſionary functions or the 
actual municipalities. 
3d. The eligibility of the Repreſentatives of the nation 
is diſcuſſed. 


4th. Report reſpecting the ſtate of the Caiſſe d Eſcompte. 
5th. 


( 16 ) 
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sth. Different plans for a national bank diſcuſſed. | 
6th. M. de Beſenval's proceſs is drawn up at the Chatelet. 
7th. Decree reſpecting the troubles at Toulon. 


\ Bth. Decree reſpecting the Chamber of Vacations at 
Rennes. 

9th. Proviſional decree upon the Organization of depart- 
ments. 


toth. Decree to have drawn up a recital of ſtate affairs 
before a verbal proceſs is made. Vandernoot and the 
States of Brabant ſend a letter to the King. The King 
ſends it back. 


11th. Decree for the preſervation of woods and foreſts. 

12th. Decrce poſtponing the raiſing of certain taxes in 
Brittany. 

13th. Mournful incident happens at Senlis. 

14th. Decree upon the conſtitution of municipalities. 

th. Decree reſpecting the Chamber of Vacations in 

Brittany. 

16th. Decree reſpecting military conſcription, 

17th. Decree reſpecting divers taxes. 

18th. Decree reſpecting proceedings relative to the fi- 
nances. 

21ſt. Decree reſpecting the extraordinary ſupplies. 


22d. Rules reſpecting ! aſſemblies and adminiſtra- 
tive aſſemblies. 


24th. Decree reſpecting the eligibility of non-catholics. 
25th. M. de Favras is arreſted. 


26th. Decree reſpecting the patriotic contributions, 
The King's brother comes to the Hotel de Ville in order 
to explain the nature of his concerns with M. de Favras. 


28th, Decree reſpecting the juriſdiction of municipalities. 

- 29th. Refufal of the offer made by the Genevians. 

_ Decree reſpecting the toll-houſe of the Iſland of 
arbe. 


o 


31ſt, Decree on a fixed price for day labourers. =» 8 


JANUARY 


4 


| Janvary 1790. 
tt. Diſturbance at Chaillot in conſequence of an oath 
adminiſtered. 5 
2 reſpecting priſoners confined by Lettres de 
Caclet. 
4th. Decree (the Ariz DE MonTzesqQu1ovu, Preſident) 
requiring the King to be requeſted to fix himſelf the 
the ſum to be granted for the Civil Lift. 
sth. Decree ordering the ſequeſtration of the eſtates of 
Abſentees who are placemen. 
4th. Decree upon the form of the civic oath to be taken 
by the National Guards. 
$th. Decree eons the diſtinction of conſtitutional 
and regulating articles, 
gth. Decree upon the fixing the limits of departments. 
t1th. Decree upon the conduct of the Chamber of Va- 
cations of the Parliament of Rennes. 
12th. Decree relative to the partition of the Kingdom. 
13th. Decree, the city of Paris ſhall form one Departs 
ment. | | 
14th. Dectee upon forming the decrees into the different 
idioms. , | 
t5th. Decree which fixes the names of the eighty-three 
Departments.—A young Engliſhman of the name of 
Neſham receives from the community of Paris the ci- 
vic crown and a ſword, as a teſtimony of public grati- 
tude, for ſaving the liſe of a citizen in the troubles at 
Vernon, 
16th. Farther decrees reſpecting the partition of the 
Kingdom. | 
18th. M. TARGET, Preſident. M. de Choiſeul-Gouffier, 
the French ambaſſador at Conſtantinople, ſends his 
patriotic gift. Ek 
toth. Illneſs of M. Neckar—Paris ſhews its concern. 
20th. Plan for a law on the liberty of the Prefs. 
21ſt. Decree appointing four commiſſaries for the poor, 
22d. Decree eſtabliſhing a committee of liquidation. 
23d. Decrce upon the payment of tythes. 
P 23th. 
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25th. Decrce tending to efface all prejudices reſpeQing | 
the familics of criminals. G 

26th. Decree which prohibits any member of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly from accepting any place under Go- 
vernment or any donation from Government. 

27th. Decree, making Rambouillet the ninth diſtrict of 
the department of Verſailles. 

28th. Decree in favour of the Jews of Portugal, Spain, 
and Avignon.—Part of the Nobleſſe of Brittany give 
up their privileges and take the civic oath. 

29th. Decree prohibiting the keeping ſtuds of horſes.— 
M. de Bezenval is ſet at liberty. 

30th. Decree on the Payment of taxes, 


— —— — ret 


* 


| FEBRUARY 1790. | 
85 Farther decrees reſpecting the diviſion of the kings 
om, | 
3d. M. Bu RAU vt Pusy, Preſident. Decree of a pro- 
viſional tribunal at Rennes eſtabliſhed. 
4th. The King goes to the National Aſſembly, and 
takes upon himſelf the engagement, to love, main- 
tain, and defend the Conſtitution.— The members re- 
peat the civic oath. 
5th. Decree ſuppreſſing certain religious houſes. 
Gth. Decree that the members of the Chamber of Vaca- 
tions of the Parliament at Rennes have forfeited their 
privileges as active citizens. 
7th. Farther decrees on the diviſion of the kingdom. 
8th. Decrees on the ſame ſubjeQ are continued. 
gth. Ihe Chatelet draws up the proceſs of M. de Favras. 
10th. Decree relative to the troubles in ſome of the pro- 


vinces. 

11th. Decree reſpecting how the patrictic gifts are to 
be uſcd, 

12th, 


60 


FEBRUARY 1790. 
12th. Decree upon religious orders. 
13th. Decree reſpeQting the ſuppreſſing of monaſtic 
vows. 
14th. Te Deum ſung, as alſo an illumiriation made off 
account of the King's conduct the 4th of this month: 


15th. Decree relative to the chief places of departments 
and diſtricts. 


16th. Deeree upon the alteration. of the Seals of State: 
17th. Biscnor or AuTvuN, Preſident. 

18th. Decree reſpecting monks and friars. 

19th, Execution of M. de Favras. 

20th. Decree reſpecting lay brothers. 

22d. Inſpection of the flour at the military ſchool. 
23d. Decree on the public tranquillity. 


24th. Deeree reſpecting feudal tenures—abolition of ho? 
norary diſtinctions. 


25th. Farther drerees reſpecting feudal tenures. 

26th. Farther dcerces on the diviſion of the kingdom; 
27th. Decrees on the ſame ſubject are continued. 
28th. Decree on the regulation of the army. 


Manch 1790. 
iſt. Decrec upon the feudal tenures. 
2d, The Appz MoxTrsqQuI1ou, Preſident for the (=: 
cond time. A committee 1s formed for the examina- 
tion of affairs relative to' the Colonies. 
3d. Farther decrees reſpecting feudal rights. 
4th. Decree reſpecting the Chamber of Vacations of 
the Parliament of Bourdeaux. 
th. Decree in order to obtain a communication of the 
red book. : 
6th. Decree relative to the delay of enforcing all pro-? 
voſt judgments. 
2 *th: 


( wo ) 
Marcn 1790. 
5th. Farther decree reſpecting how the patriotic gifts are 
to be uſed. 
8th. Decree conſtituting the French Colonies part of the 
French Empire. 
gth. Farther decrees on feudal rights. 
11th. Decree relative to the cutting down woods be- 
longing to the ecccleſraftic eſtabliſhments. 
12th. Report from a new memorial of M. Neckar on 
the Finances. x7 | | 
- -13th. Decree reſpecting the priſoners confined by an 
order of Lettres de Cachet, or other arbitrary orders. 
- 14th. General decree upon feudal tenures, 


16th. M. RazauT DE ST. ETiENnxs, is choſen Pre 
ſident. ; 

17th. Decree reſpecting the ſale of national property 
to the value of four hundred millions. 

18th, Decree relative to the preſervation of the foreſts 
and domain woods belonging to the clergy. 

19th. Decree reſpecting ſuch monks as have left their 
cloifters, and ſuch as live in common. ; 

20th, Decree upon the eligibility of municipal officers 
to l Aſſemblies of departments and diſ- 
tricts. 

21ſt. Decree relative to the aboliſhing of the duty upon 
ſalt, as likewiſe a plan for making up the tax. 

» 22d. Decree annulling all proceſſes begun on account 
of ſuppreſſed privileges. 

23d. Nomination of four commiſſaries to ſuperviſe the 
Caiſſe d Eſcompte. 

24th. Decree ſuſpendirig all proceedings relative to the 
exchange of domains. | 

25th, An order that decrees ſhall be prefented for ſanc- 
tion in the ſpace of three days, and that the Keeper 
of the Seals ſhall give in an account to the National 
Aſſembly in the courſe of eight days after. 


26th. Nomination of commiſſioners for a treafury office. 
| 27th. 


- 
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Manch 1790, 
a7th. Decree reſpecting the payment of the patriotic 
contribution. 
28th. Decree relative to inſtructions for the Aſſemblies 
of the Coloniſts. : : 
29th. Decree reſpecting the functions cf the King's 
commiſſaries. 


zoth. Decree ordering the diſcharge of perſons under 
condemnation by the Provoſt Judges. | 


31ſt. The Bazon ps Mxou, appointed Preſident, N 


APRIL 1790. | 
iſt. The ſubject of the Eaſt India Company is diſcuſſed, - 
ad. Decree upon an addreſs from the republic of the 


Griſons. 


3d. Decree reſpecting the commerce to the Indies,» | 
Prince de Conti takes the civic oath. 


sth. The judiciary organization is diſculled, 
6th. Decree, inſtituting Juries. 
7th. Decree reſpecting the payment of commiſſioned 


and non-commiſſioned officers in the French Guards, | | 


$th. Decree which grants the ſame augmentation of pay 
to the marines which was granted to the land troops. 
gth. Deeree that the debts of the Clergy are à national 
one. | | 
10th. Degree, oxdaining in caſes of eligibility, age to be 
no diſpenſation. | N 


1ith. Decree, authoriſing the continuance of the tax of 
OQrois.* 


12th. The queſtion, whether the Catholic Religion ſhall 
be declared the Religion of the Kingdom is diſcuſſed. 


13th. M. vg Bo NNAI, Preſident. The above ſubject 
is fart her diſcuſſed. 


P 3 : 14th 


A tax laid upon certain goods coming into the City. 


( ez ) 


ArRIL 1790. 

14th. Proviſion for miniſters of altars. 

15th. The ſubject of Aſſignats is diſcuſſed. 

16th. Decree relative to the Jews of Alſace. 

17th. Decrce reſpecting the number, the form, and con- 
ſtruction of Aſſignats. 

18th. Decree on the knowledge of the late of Finance. 

19th. Decree upon the eligibility of adminiſtrators and 
treaſureps, &c. 

- 26th. Decree reſpeRing the places allotted for the King's 
hunting. 

21ſt. An arret paſſes on the buſſineſs of the Eocleſiaſtio 


Committee. 

22d, General decree with regard to the chaſe. —On the 
expence of the King's wardrobe.— A deputation 
arfives from Corſica: Facli at the head of the depy- 
tation appears before the National Aſſembly. 

23d. Decree to take away ihe collecting of the duty 

upon ſalt from the farmers gencral. 

24th. Decrce reſpecting the Parliament of Bourdeaux. 

25th. Decree reſpecting the manner in which the pa- 
triotic gifts are to be uſed. 

26th. The Regency of Algiers, in ET of the 
___ of the King, ſets all the Feeneh ſlaves at li- 

rty 

27th. M. Dr VIgIEx, Preſident. Decree upon the oath 
to be taken by any of the members of the National 
Aſſembly who are going to enter upon any employ. ' 

28th. The judiciary organization diſcuſſed. 

29th. Decree which confirms the free circulation of corn. 


7 Juries are eſtabliſhed in criminal matters. — The 
. of the fort of Nees Dams at 2 


May 1790. 
zſt. Decree reſpecting the clearing of moraſſes. 
; Tn WY 
, - owt „ ww 47.0 . |; 3d. 
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May 1790. 

1 Deeree ordering the reſidence of the Judges of ap- 
peal to be ſtationary. 

4th. Decree determining that the Judges ſhall be elected 
for ſix years. 

5th. Decree appointing the Judges to be elected by the 
people. 

Gth. Decree reſpecting ſeveral articles of a "plan for 2 

municipality for Paris. 


7th. Decree that many perſons ſhall not be preſented for 
the King's choice by the electors and judges. 

$th. Decree upon the nomination of officers charged with 
the adminiſtration of public affairs. 

9th. __ declaring the domains of the Crown alien- 
able. 

roth. M. ThovReET is choſen Preſident. 

lith. Decree —_— twenty-eight millions to be paid 
from the Caiſſe q Eſcompte into the public treaſury. 

12th. The alienation of national property diſcuſſed. 

13th. Decree reſpecting the alienation of national pro- 
perty. 

14th. Decree prohibiting the introduction of foreign ſalt 
into the kingdom. 


15th. Decree on the drawing up of Taxes. 


16th. The queſtion, whether the right of making War 


and Peace ought to be entruited to the legiſlative Aſ- 
ſembly, or to the executive Power ? 1s diſcuſſed. 

17th. Report of the troubles at Montauban, Decree 
upon the ſubject. 


18th. Decree in order to re-eſtabliſh tranquillity in the 
departments of the Higher and Lower Rhine. 


| I9th. Decree ordering the payment of Penſions to the 
amount of 600 livres to the appointed officers who are 
to receive the rents of the Ctergy. 


20th. Decree ordering the freedom of the foreigners 
confined aboard the French galleys. 


' 21ſt. Decree upon laying on impo/ls on woods in uſe. 
24 Aa. 


; 
| 
' 
J 


( 24 ) 


May 1790. 
22d. Decree declaring the right of making War and 


Peace to center in the People. 


23d. A decree paſſes, which lengthens the time & ex- 
change of caſh bills for Aſſignats. 


24th. Decree eſtabliſhing a tribunal of Repeals, 


25th. Decree relative to the accelerating the drawing up 
of Taxes.—M. de la Fayette and M. Romeuf, his 
aide de camp, reſcue, at the peril of their lives, an 

unhappy culprit out of the hands of the people who 
were going to hang him. 

26th. Decree ordering the reſidence of the Judges of the 
Tribunal of Repeals to be ſtationary. 

27th. M. px BEAUMETZ is choſen Preſident. A decree 
paſſes, which eſtabliſhes Tribunals of Commerce. 


28th. Decree reſpecting the form of ſcrutinies, and the 
Police of electora Aſſemblies. 

29th, M. Neckar gives in an account of the receipts 
and expences of the months of April and May. 

3oth. Decree to hinder public beggars, and to eſtabliſh 
poor- houſes. 

3iſt. Decree containing inſtructions e the ſale 

| - of national property. 


| * — om 7 , 
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Juxsz 1790. 
iſt. Decree Fes the form and circulation of. Aſſig- 
nats. 
ad. Decree which enjoins to Curates to declare the new 
laws to the people in their Homilies. 


3d. Decree that each department ſhall form but one 
- dioceſe. © © 


4th. Decree reſpecting ſome difficulties relative to the 
patriotic contributions. 


Sth. Decree augmenting the pay of the National troops. 
* —The Mayor of Paris communicates to the National 


Aembly a * for a prot Federation. 
ed oh 6th, 


(25) 


Jung 1790. 
sth. Decree for the ſubdiviſion of the augmentation of 
thirty-two deniers which were added to the pay of a 
ſoldier. | 
7th. Decree which fixes the number of metropolitan Sees 
and Biſhoprics. | : 
8th. The ABB Steves, Preſident. Decree which fixes 
the number of the deputies of the National Guards, 
and regular troops for the general Federation fixed for 
the 14th of July. 
gth. Letter from the King to the National Aſſembly, in $8 
which he ſtates the condition and expences of his houſ- 11 
hold, and aſks the ſum of twenty-five millions for the uy 
civil liſt. A grant is immediately decreed. TY 
roth. Decree for fixing four millions of livres per ann. 
for the Queen's dowry. | 
11th. M. de Mirabeau announces to the National Aſ- 
ſembly the death of Dr. Franklin. 
12th. Houſekeepers make an offering of their ſilver ' 
buckles. N | | 1 | 
13th. Decree reſpecting public beggars. 
14th. Henry the Fourth's battalion, in the National Pa- 
riſian Guard, invites two hundred mendicants to an 
entertainment made at Yaugirard. 
15th. Decree reſpecting the nomination of Biſhops, Cu- 
rates, and Vicars, &c. s % f 
16th. Decree determining that the ſalaries of Miniſters 
of the Catholic religion ſhall be paid by the nation. 
17th. Decree appointing ſalaries to Prieſts who have 4h 
taken the civic oath, "XJ 
18th. Report from an intolerant and unconſtitutional 
deliberation of ſome perſons calling themſelves the Ca- 
tholics of Nimes. ; E 8 
19th. The National Aſſembly orders them to the bar 
M. Camus announces to the National Aſſembly, that 
the people of Avignon have unanimouſly voted for a 


re-union with France. | 
goth. Decree ſuppreſſing all Orders, Titles, and Liveries. 
1 * ie 


626) 


JuxE 1790. 
21ſt M. vt ST. FarGEav, Preſident. Report of frefh 


calamities at Nimes. 


22d. Decree paſſed on the motion of Father Gerard, that 
abſent Delegates ſhall not be paid for the time of their 
abſence. 


23d. Decree reſpecting the livings of the Clergy. 

24th. Decree which prohibits the adminiſtrative bodies 
from uſing the word Decree in their delibcrations. 

25th. Three deputies from Avignon demand to be heard 
by the National Aſſembly. 


26th. Decree reſpecting the French fleet. The conque- 

rors of the Baſtile lay before the National Aſſembly 

the marks of their triumph. 

' 27th. M. de Mirabeau the younger clears himſelf. 

28th Decree ordering a direCtory of departments, and 
diſtricts which might determine their ſeveral functions. 

29th. Decree reſpecting the ſale of National Property. 

3oth Farther decrees on the revenues of the preſent 

Clergy. 


JuLY 1790. 

1ſt. Decree requeſting the King to ſend to Tobago ſuch 

ſupplies as that colony requeſted. 

2d. Decree reſpecting impropriations. 

3d Decree on the buying up of feudal tenures,—Decrce 
on the troubles at Hagnencau.— On the management 
of lotteries. 

sth M. de Bonn at, Preſident.—Decree on the organi- 
zation of the Judiciary power. 

. Gth. A decree paſſes, fixing Biſhoprics. 

7th. A decree paſſes, which eſtabliſhes Juſtices of the 
Peace. 

8th. Decree on the functions of the Juſtices. 

gth. Decree reſpecting the ceremony of the federation, 

and the form of the oath to be taken. 

roth. 


Wo 


Jury 1790. 

roth. A deeree paſſes to reſtore to the heirs of thoſe emi · 
grants whoſe eſtates were conhſcated by the revocation 
of the Edict of Nantz, the property of their anceſtors. 
—A decree aſcertaining the neceſſary clainis to entitle 
henceforth to penſicns.—Paul Jones, at the head ct a 
great number of Americans, appears before the Nati- 
onal Aſſembly, and in his official capacity, returns 
thanks to the Delegates for the great and noble exam- 
ple which they have given to the univerſe. General 
Luckner likewiſe appears before the National Aſſembly, 
and teſtifies his patriotiſm in the moſt expreſſive terms. 


11th Delegates arrive to the Federation from all paris of 
the kingdom. 


12th. Decree reſpecting the ſtate of the Clergy. 


I 3th A Deputation from the whole of the National 
Guards in the kingdom, pay their homage befure the 
National Aſſembly and the King. M. de la Favette 
addreſſes the Aſſembly and the King at the head of the 
Deputation. 


14th. The firſt celebration of the general federation of 
the French. 


15th. Decree aireQting that the oriflamme of the fodera- 
tion ſhall be hung up in the hall of the National Aſ- 
ſembly. 


16th. Decree reſpecting penſi ions Decree on the alien- 
ation of the National domains. 


17th. Decree on meaſures to be taken reſpecting the 1 in- 
ſurreQion at Lyons. 


18th. Decree which poſtpones the time fixed on for the 
exchange of caſh bills. Rejoicings at Paris in ho- 
nour of the members of the federation. 


19th. Firſt decree reſpecting the preſcribing the uniform 
of the National Guards. Decree paſſes that ſets aſide 
the right of retrait lignager.#—Decree which appoints 
the ports of Orient and Toulon the harbours for the 


Eaſt 


* A law which gave a power to the neareſt relation to re- 
deem an eſtate that had been ſold, by paying within a year 
and a day the purchaſe money, 


' 
j 


( 28 ) 


| Jory 1790. 

Eaſt India fleet to put in at their return, and whers 
they are to diſembark, 

20th M. TzzIiLHARD, Prefident. A decree paſſes, that 
aboliſhes the cuſtom of rights of habitation, tolerance, 
and protection, hitherto in force againſt the Jews. 

21ſt. Decrce ſuppreſſing ſworn eſtimators of eſtates, fur- 
niture, c. 

22d. Decree which explains the decree relative ta the 
chaie, 

23d. A ſubject on the judges of diſtrict is diſcuſſed. 

24th. Decree that the appointment of officers of what 
'was hitherto talled the French Guards, ſhall be no 

longer at the charge of the public treaſury. 

25th. Decree ordering the drawing up a liſt of the de- 
partments which are yet in arrears of payment. 

26th. Decree aboliſhing the right of planting trees in 

roads, &c. . | 

27th. The department of Ardenne gives information 
that the Auſtrian troops have been granted by the 
Miniſtry free paſſage into the territories of France. 

a8th. M. de Montmorin explams the motives of the 

above permiſſion, Decree ordering the troops to be 
forbid the paſſage. 7 

29th. Formation of a Diplomatic Committee. Meſſrs. 
Bonne Savardin, Barmond, and Eggs, are arreſted at 
Chalon upon the river Marne. | 

3oth. Decree ordering an inventory to be made of the 
titles, eſtates, &c. belonging to the Biſhopric and 
grand Chapter of Straſburg. 

31ſt. Farther decrees on penſions, Decree againſt in- 
cendiary libels, 


AvucusT 1790. 
iſt. Decree againſt authors of libels. 


1 ad. M. D'Ax DR, Preſident. News brought of the in 


ſurrection at Fort St. Pierre, in Martinieo, 


30. 


( 29 ) 


Au cus 1790. 

3d. Decree reſpecting tribunals of appeals. 

4th. Farther decrees on law proceedings. | 

th. Decree that eſtabliſhes Juſtices of the Peace and 
Tribunals for deciding family law ſuits, | 

6th. Decree aboliſhing the Rights of eſcheatage and ex- 
traction. 

7th. Decree determining the reductions to be made in 
the miniſterial departments. | 

$th. Decree ordering forty millions of caſh bills to be 
given into the public treaſury. | 

gth. Declaration and report from many publications 
which encourage the ſoldiery to inſurrection. 

roth. The Colony of St. Domingo ſends to the National 
Aſſembly the fundamentals of their proviſional conſti- 
tution, 

11th. The buſineſs of the 5th and 6th of October 1789, 
is diſcuſſed, 

12th. Decree relative to the tribunal of Repeals. 

13th. Decree on the deciſion of Judges relative to civil 
affairs and trade. 

14th. Decree reſpecting the dependencies of the Princes. 

15th, Decree to requeſt to know of his Majeſty to what 
uſe the ſeats which he wiſhed to reſerve are deſigned. 
16th. M. Duron, Prefident. News arrived of the 

inſurrection of three regiments at Nancy. Decree or- 
dering the puniſhment of the ringleaders. | 

17th. Deeree that the Proteſtants of Auſburgh ſhall en- 
joy as formerly their rights and privileges. | 

18th. Decree relative to the country ſeats and domains 
which the King wiſhed to retain. 

19th. Decree on ſeveral articles of the penal law reſpect- 
ing the navy. 

20th. The Regency of Algiers demands a reaſon for the 
inſults paid to his flag in the Mediterranean. 

22d. Decree reſpecting poſt- offices and ſtages. 

23d. Decree declaring that there are grounds of accuſa- 
tion againſt the Sicur Perrotin, ; 

24th. 


( 30 ) 
Av GUST 1790. 
24th. Decree reſpecting poſt-horſes. 


25th. Decree excluding the Clergy from any judiciary ö 


department. 
26th. M. de Mirabeau, junior, reſigns his ſeat as delegata 


27th. Decree ordering the diſcharge of ſuch citizens of 


Avignon as are detained at Orange.—The King gives 
up various ſeats which he deſired to retdin in his firſt 
letter, 


28th. Necree Fling the commerce beyond the Cape 
of Good Hope 

. 29th. Decree ee to the Pay of invalid officers, and 
the gratifcations ariſing to them out of the lottery. 

Zoth M. ne Jus, Preſident. Decree reſpecting Juſ- 
tices of the Peace. 

31ſt. Affair at Nancy. The armed citizens of Metz de- 
fire to receive the firſt fire —Heroie eonduQt of the 
brave Deſilles. 


SEPTEMBER 1790. 

1ſt. Proclamation from the National Aſſembly, in order 
to promote order in the garriſon of Nancy. 

2d. Decree reſpecting Judges, the Commiſſarics of the 
King, regiſters, &c.—Great commotions in Paris in 
conſequence of the affairs at Nancy. 

3d. Decree relative to the troubles at Nancy, ordering 
the offenders to be ſearched after, in order to be puniſhed. 

4th. M. Neckar gives notice to the National Aſſembly of 
his reſigning. 

th. The ſubject of Aſſignats i is further diſcuſſed. 

6th. Decree that the electors named by the primary Aſ- 
ſemblies ſhall continue for two years, and nominate to 
excry department. 

>th. Decree relative to the ſoldiery at Jales, who were 
miſled by a fanatic zeal. 0 


1 
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SEPTEMBER 1790. 

Sth. Decree reſpecting the Clergy. 

gth. Decree reſpecting regulations in the Ordnance. 

10th. Decree exempting the public treaſury from furniſh- 
ing the expence of the proviſion magazine at Paris. 

11th. Decree authorizing the Caiſſe d' Eſcampte to pay 
into the public treaſury 20 millions. 

12th. Decree relative to the circulation of Aſſignats and 
their acceptation. 

13th. M. Bux EAU pe Busy, Preſident. Decree re- 
ſpecting the King's hunting. 

14th. Decree limiting the tribunals of the department of 
Paris. 


5th. Decree reſpecting the free circulation of corn, and 


its prohibition from being exported. 
16th. Decree ordering to pay the invalid fund 210,000 
livres. 
17th. Decree granting 60,000 livres for the relief of the 


unfortunate perſons whoſe houſes were burnt down at 


Limoges. 

18th. Decree that no adminiſtrative body can ſtop the 
failing of a man of war. 

20th. Decree which declares the Preſidents to adminiſ- 
trations of departments and diſtricts, eligible as Judges, 

' 19th. Report reſpecting the debts of M. d' Artois. 

21ſt. Deeree. reſpecting the form of the liquidation of the 


debts contracted by the provinces before the Revolution. 


22d. Decree reſpecting the competency of military tri- 
bunals, their organization, and the manner of pro- 
ceeding before them. 

23d. Decree that the Members of the National Aſſembly 
cannot fit as King's Commiſſaries in tribunals, until 
four years after the end of the legiſlature. 

24th. 'The ſword-cutlers and gunſmiths who had their 
guns and ſwords taken from them at the time of the 
taking the Baſtile, demand an indemnification, 

25th. The iſſuing out Aſſignats is diſcuſſed. 


26th. Decree ordering the Caiſſe d'Eſcompte to pay 10 
millions into the public treaſury, 
27th, 


„5 
- SxyTEMBER 1790. 


27th. M. Emery; Prefident. The iſſuing out of Af. 
ſignats is further diſcuſſed. 


28th. The ſame ſubje& continued. 
29th. Decree reſpecting the iſſuing out Aſſignats with- 
out intereſt, 


3oth. Report reſpecting the criminal proceedings of the 
th and 6th of October, drawn up at the Chutelet. 


; OcToBrr 1790. | | 
1ſt. Decree ordering the ſoldiers and non-commiſſioned 
officers in the Swiſs Guards the ſame pay as the French 
Guards. | | 
ad. Decree which declares that there are no grounds of 
accuſation againſt Meſſrs. Orleans and Mirabeau. 
3d. Decree reſpecting the manner of paying the neceſ- 
ſary funds into the public treaſury. 


Ach. The Miniſter gives an account of farther troubles 


at Breſt. 


th. Decree reſpecting the pay of Adjutants and Aides de 
camp 


6th. Decree reſpecting the liquidation of offices. =, 

73th. Decree on the election of Commiſſaries of Police 
in Paris. | 

8th. Deeree reſpecting the loan of 80 millions, and other 
loans; likewiſe that the intereſt of 400 millions of 
Aſſignats ſhall be no longer paid than the 16th of this 
month. | 

gth. Decree reſpecting the Repeal of the tax upon the 
articles of leather, ſkins, oil, and ſoap. 

roth. Decree to put in commiſſion forty-five men of 
war. 

11th. M. Mrxlix, Preſident. Decree authorizing the 
holders of manors, who are of the royal blood, to cut 

| down the timber belonging to theſe manors in the 
eourſe of the enſuing winter, ; 

tath. 


n 

8 | OcToBER 1790. 

12th. Decree to re-eſtabliſh order in the Iſland of St. 
Domingo. | : | 

- 13th, Decree relative to public education. 

14th. Decree reſpecting Juſtices of Peace. 

15th. Decree to nominate commiſſaries to ſee 800 mil- 
lions of Aſſignats ãſſued out. 

16th. Decree that the intereſt of 3 per cent. on Aſſignats 
ceaſes this day. | 

17th. Decree 1 the decrees reſfecting the go- 
vernment of the clergy in what was till lately called 
the province of Alſace, to be put in execution, 

18th. Decree reſpecting the po to be paid to thoſe 
Curates whoſe pariſhes are extinQ. 

roth. The deſcendents of the French Refugees, who 
were diſperſed by the revocation of the Edict of Nantz, 
demand to enter in poſſeſſion of the eltates of their 
anceſtors. 


- 


20th. Decree on the eps to be taken againſt thoſe who | 


are indebted to the public treaſury. 

__— 8 reſpecting the iuſurrection of the fleet at 

22d. The National Aſſembly is informed, to its great 
ſorrow; of the death of the brave Deſeilles. 

23d. Decree appointing the National Property to be im- 
mediately ſold. | | 

24th. Detree reſpecting the patridtic contributions. 


25th. M. Barnave, Preſident. Decree reſpecting pa- 


triotic contributions, | 

26th. Decree which fixes the form of the civic oath to 
be taken by the French Ambaſſadors and Charges d {fe 
faires at foreign Courts. 

27th. Modification of ſome articles of the Penal code 
re ſpecting the marine,—M. de Fleurieu is appointed 
Miniſter of the Marine department. 

28th. Decree to requeſt the King that he would enter 
into a negociation with the Princes who bad poſſeſſed 
feudal rights in Alſace. Decree reſpecting the eccle- 
ſiaſtical poſſeſſions held by foreigners in the kingdom. 


Q. - 30th; 


7 = 
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OcTopxk 1790. 
Zoth. Decree reſpecting the exceſſes and diſorders com- 
mitted by two regiments at Befort. 


31ſt. Decree aboliſhing the taxes on ſalt, &c. Decree 
on the putting back the barriers, 


NoveMBER 1790. 

2d. Decree reſpecting the new form of the Laws, and 
their being ſent to the tribunals, &c. 

3d. Decrce reſpecting the ſalaries of Judges and the King's 
commiſſaries. 

4th. Decree reſpecting the conſtruction of Aſſignats, de- 
2 that whoever ſhall forge Aſſignats ſhall ſuffer 

eat 


sth. Decree that 48 millions ſhall be lent to the public 
treaſury for the ſervice of November by the Caiſſe Ex- 


traordinaire. 
6th. Decree ref; R the liquidation of the Admiralty 
offices. 
7th. Decree reſpeQing the liquidation of the public debt. 
8th. M. CuAssxE, Preſident. 
gth. Decree on the opening of the Canal propoſed by 


the Sieur Brulee. 


roth. The diviſions of Paris demand the Miniſters to be 
ſent back. 

l1th, Decree which allows to Biſhops the right of grant- 
ing marriage diſpenſations. 

12th. Decree on the ſale of the corn and flour belonging 
to the nation. 

13th. The hotel of the Duke de Caſtries is pillaged. 

14th. Decree reſpecting the functions and the pay of 
diſtrict receivers. 

15th. Decree reſpecting the formation and conſcription 
of pariſhes. 


16th, Decree that the Iſle of Corſica ſhall form a ſingle 
| department. 


\ 
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' Novemers, 1790. 
department. -M. pz PorTAIL is named 1 War Mi- 
niſter. 
17th. Decree n the organization of the tribunal 
of Repeals. 


18th. Decree on the nominating ſome officers to the rank 
of Adjutant Generals, and on the promotion of Ad- 
jutant Generals. | 

Igth. Decree reſpecting the choice of Curates of pariſh 


churches, 
20th. The King is requeſted to ſend troops to Avignon, 


in order to re-eſtabliſh tranquillity, and protect the 


French conſtitution. 


21ſt. M. ALEXANDER LAM r R, preſident. Decree 
reſpeQing the re- election of municipal officers who 
went out of office by lot. M. Du roxr pu TrxrRR 
appointed Keeper of the Seals. 

22d. Decree reſpecting the legiſlature of domains. 

23d. decree reſpecting the contribution of domains. 

8 Deeree reſpecting the ſalaries of Commiſſaries of 

ar. 

25th. Decree reſpecting the making the ports of Baionne, 
Marſeilles, and Dunkirk, free ports. 

26th. Decree relative to the jewels, ornamental trinkets, 
and gold and ſilver plate, ſent to the hotel der monnotes. 

27th. Decree relative to the oath to be taken by the bes 
neficed Clergy. 

28th. Dccree reſpecting the right of Regiſtry. 

29th. Decree in order to re-eſtabliſh tranquillity i in the 
French Antilla Iſlands. 


zoth. Decree ordering the Penſions of the clergy to be 
paid regularly. | 


„ 
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4 DecrMB&R 1790. 
1ſt. Decree reſpecting the Proteſtants of Alſace. 
2& Decree on the Organization of the artillery, 
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DrerunkRx 1790. 
3d. Decrce which permits the adminiſtrative bodies to in- 
ſtitute a loan for the expences attending deputations to 
the celebration of the — on the 14th of July. 
* Decree which makes a grant for the relief of the 
. Poor, 


sth. M. Prriox px VILLENEUVE, Preſident. The 

National Aſſembly is informed that the Iſland of Gua- 
dalupe has entirely ſubmitted to its laws. 

6th. M. de Siltery explains to the National Aſſembly the 
ſources of the unfortunate diſturbances at Nancy. 

7th. Inſtitution of offices for the verification. of the 
claims of the creditors of the Clergy. 

8th. Decree reſpecting the impo/is taking place in Paris. 

9th. Decree on the reſtitution of the property of fugitive 
monks, &c. 

10th. Decree reſpeCting the ſalaries of the preſent Clergy. 

rith. Addreſs from the people of Avignon to the Na- 


tional Aſſembly, thanking the Aſſembly for claiming 
Avignon as under the protection of France. 


12th. Decree reſpeQing the ,exceſſes of what were hi- 
therto called the Belgic troops. 
1 3th; Decree reſpecting the ſtamping a ſmall ſilver coin. 


14th. Decree relative to Children, one of whoſe parents 
might be a Roman Catholic, and the other a Proteſ- 
tant. — 


15th. Decree relative to the Hoſpitals at Rouen. 

16th. Decree reſpecting the revenues of the Clergy. 

17th. Decree ordering the diſtribution of fifty thouſand 
ſtands of arms to the National Guards of the king- 
dom. | 

18th. Dccree on the buying of feudal rights. 

19th. Report of the melancholy diſturbances which pre- 

_ vail in Aix. 

20th. Decree to ſend a regiment of regulars to Aix. 

21ſt.. Decree which orders a ſtatue to be erected to the 
memory of the Author of Emilia, and that his widow 

be maintained at the expence of the ſtate. 


22d. 


1929 


DECEMBER 1790. 

A2d. M. p'AxDRE choſen Preſident for the ſecond time. 
— Decree reſpecting the chief ſeminaries and vicars. 
23d. Decree reſpecting the buttons to be worn by the 

National guards. 
24th. Decree relative to the property burnt in the public 
treaſury. ' 


£6th. The King ſends to the National Aſſembly an ac- 
ceptation of the decree relative to the civil govern- 
ment of the Clergy. 


A2yth. Decree relative to payments from the Caiſſe Ex- 
traordinaire. 

28th. Decree eſtabliſhing in various towns Juſtices of 
Peace, and Judges who are to preſide over Commerce, 


29th. Decree ordering a ſupply of 160,000 livres for 
the works at Cherbourg. 


zoth. Decree which offers a reward to the Inventor of 
any uſeful diſcovery. 


31ſt. Decree reſpecting naval promotions. 


January 1791. 


aft. Decree which determines that officers of all corps 
ſhall receive the honorary mark of military ſervice af- 
ter being twenty years in the army. 


ad. Decree reſpecting eriminal procedures. 


4th. The Clergy delegated to the National Aſſembly muſt 
neceſſarily declare if they will take the oath. 


sth. The ſubject of Juries is diſcuſſed, 


6th. Decree reſpecting the Collectors of the patriotic | 
contributions. 


7th. Decree relative to Meſſage Offices. 


8th. Decree on the ſtamps to be fixed on the inſtruments 
of Public Notaries. 


gth. Decree on the granting an indemnification to the 
| bearers of Brevets de retinue. 


Q. 3 10th; 
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JANUARY 1791. 

roth. Decree reſpecting timber. 

11th. Decree reſpecting the ſtamping of ſilver coin to 

the value of 15 millions, in pieces of 15 and 30 pence. 

12th, Additional articles to the decree reſpeQing timber. 

13th. Decree that the election of Biſhops and of Cu- 
rates ſhall be determined by the majority of ſuffrages. 

15th. Report on the donation from the Clermontoiſe to 
the great Conde in 1648. 

16th. M. LAB EE GrREGoOIRE, Preſident. 

17th. Decree 'that Officers of the regular troops who 

have entered into the National Guards ſhall be conſi- 
dered as acting troops. 

18th. Decree opening a free trade to the Nation with 
Senegal. | 

19th. Farther decrees upon juries. 

20th. Diſculpation of the conduct of the royal Liege 

and Lauzan regiments, which were cenſured in the 
troubles at Befort. wh 

22d. Reſpecting the Marine penal code. 

23d. Farther decrees upon juries. | | 

24th. News arrived of freſh troubles in the Iſland of St. 

 Domingo.—Maſlacre at La Chaopelle by the Cheſſeurs 
des Barriers. | 

25th. Debate on certain taxes. 

26th. A law paſſes for the execution of the decree paſſed 
relative to the taking of the oath by the Clergy. 

27th. Inſtitution of a Tribunal of Commerce at Paris. 

28th. Letter from Leopold to the King relative to the 
Princes who had poſſeſſed feudal rights in Alſace. 

29th. M. DER Mix AR EAu, Preſident.— The buſt of M. 
de Deſilles is preſented to the National Aſſembly, 


3oth. M. de Montmorin ſends to the National Aſſembly 
a liſt of the French Ambaſſadors in foreign Courts who 
had taken the civic oath. 


31ſt. Decree relative to the payment of artiſts, and their 
Proper rewards. N 


Frexvakr 
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 FxBRUARY 1791. 

1ſt. The King is requeſted to ſend three Commiſſaries 
to the Iſland of St. Domingo, for the re- eſtabliſiment 
of tranquillity there. | 

2d. Decree relative to the liquidation of offices. 

3d. M. Tronville jos to the National Aſſembly a 
machine that will raiſe water five hundred feet. 

4th. The ſubject of juries is diſcuſſed, 

5th. Beneficed Preachers are neceſſarily obliged to take 
the civic oath, 

6th. Decree that the Caiſſe d' Extraardinaire ſhall ſopply 
eighty millions for the expence of the different depart- 
ments. | 

7th. Concluſion of the decrees reſpecting juries. 

8th. Decree that Curates who had been refractory, ſhall 
receive a penſion of five hundred livres from the date 
of their taking the civic oath, 

9th. The King is requeſted to commiſſion a ſhip to go 
on the diſcovery of M. de la Peyrouſe. 

"10th. A deputation from the Quakers comes to the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, 

11th. Report on the SPP. at Alſace, Decree rela- 
tive to Judges of the Tribunal of Repeals. 

12th. Decree making the culture of tobacco free, 

13th. Decree on the national Gendarmerie. 

14th. M. Du rok, Preſident, 

15th. Report on the Hotel of Invalids. 

16th. Decree on the ſuppreſſion of Wardens. 

17th. The community of Paris requeſts a law to ſup- 
preſs public gaming-houſes. 

18th. Report from the Committee of Finance upon the 
expences of 1791. 

.19th. Decree on the ſuppreſſion of entries. 

20th; The King informs the National * of the 
departure of his Aunts. 

21ſt. Plan of a law reſpecting emigrations. 

22d. Decree ſuppreſſing feudal diſtinctions. 

23d. Report of the troubles at Nimes. 


Q4 24th, 
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FEBRUARY 1791. 

24th. The municipality of Arnay le Duc ſends the verba 
proceſs of the arreſt of the King's Aunts in the ſaid 
town, | 

25th. A project for a decree reſpeQting the reſidence of 
the reigning dynaſty is diſcuſſed. 

26th. Decree reſpecting Juſtices of Peace. 

27th. Decree relative to Tribunals. | 

28th. A number of people from Paris repair to Vincen- 
nes, and demoliſh the parapets of the platform. Four 
hundred Ariſtocrats repair to the Chateau des Tuilleries 
armed with poignards, & c.— The King orders them to 
put away their arms, 


—ͤ—IEA — — — 


| MarcH 1791. 
iſt, M. DE NOAILLES, Preſident —Decree reſpe ing 
tobacco. 
2d. Farther clauſes reſpcQing the right of patents, 


3d. Decree that all the Church plate, not neceſſary to 
the celebration of Religion, ſhall be ſent to the Hetel, 
des Monnaies. 


4th. Decree reſpecting the Mareſhals of N and 
the ſuppreſſion of the Militia. 


5th. Decree which ſuppreſſes the offices of Farmers Ge- 
neral. 


6th. Decree reſpecting the adminiſtrative Bodies. 


7th. Decree reſpecting the Cod- blhery on the Banks of 
Newfoundland. : 


8th. Decree reſpecting the ſale of ſalt and tobacco in 
Magazines. 


9th. Decree that all priſoners confined for high treaſon 
| ſhall be ſent to the priſons at Orleans. 


roth. Decree that the Adminiſtrators of finance ſhall 
be nominated by the King. 


I1th, Decree reſpeQing tythe diſpenſations. 


12th. M. px MoxTEsqQuIou,' Preſident —Deerce abo- 
ins the Norman law. | 


1h. 


( 4t ) 


MARCH 1791. 
13th. M. de Montmorin acquaints the National Aſſem- 
bly with his negociations with the Princes who had 
feadal tenures in Alface. 
14th. M. Gobet is nominated Biſhop of Paris. 
15th. Decree which revokes the ceſſion made to the 
' houſe of Conde by the Clermontois in 1648. 
16th. Decree on the contributions of domains and pers 
ſonal property. h | 
17th. Farther decree relative to beneficed Clergymen. 


18th. Dcecrce relative to the entry of goods imported 
from the French colonies. | 


19th. Report of an inſurrection at Douai. 
20th. M. Charles Lameth ſends to the National Aſſembly 


the ſixty thouſand livres for which his mother's name 
was entered in the red-book. * FA 


22d. Decree which excludes females from the Regency, 
23d. Three thouſand Invalids come to the National Aſ- 


ſembly. The Members defire them to be themſelves 


witneſſes of the decrees that were to paſs relative to them. 


24th. Decree which grants to the invalid ſoldiers who 


with to retire from the Hoſpital a penſion of 227 livres. 
25th. Decree which determines each ſucceeding King of 
France to be in the age of majority at 18 years of age. 


26th. Plan for a decree on an uniformity of Weights 
and Meaſures. | 


27th. Decree reſpecting mines. 

28th. Decree reſpecting the place at Reſidence of public 
officers. | 

29th. Report of another inſurrection at Toulouſe. 


Zoth. M. TRoNCHEr, Preſident. M. Mirabeau falls ill. 


j 


APRIL 1791. 
1ſt.- Debate on the ſucceſſions AB INT ESTA. 
2d. Death of Mirabeau. The National Aſſembly paſſes 
an Arret to go into mourning for eight days. 
3d. Decree that the new edifice of St. Genevieve ſhall 
de deſtined to receive the remains of diſtinguiſhed men. 
REO 
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4th. M. Mirabeau is interred amidſt the regret and af- 
fection of all perſons. His body is the firſt buried in 

the place conſecrated to the memory of great charac- 
ters, | | 

5th. M. Linguet appears before the bar, with ſome of 
the inhabitants of St. Mark. : 

6th. Debate reſpecting the Miniſtry. 

7th. Decree that no Member of the National Aſſembly 
ſhall enter into adminiſtration until four years after 


he has left the Legiſlative Body. 
$th. Decree prohibiting any of the Members of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly to derive any favour from the Execu- 
tive power for four years. 
9th. Decree reſpeCting coin. 
10th. Decree on the Organization of the adminiſtration. 
11th. Decree on the ſalary of Miniſters, and the pen- 
ſions to be granted when they retire. 
12th. Decree on the liquidation of the debts of what 
were formerly called the Crown Lands. 
13th. Decree of the National Aſſembly upon the mo- 
tion of Father Gerard, which abolithes the feudal 
right that eſtabliſhed a tax upon fecundity. 
14th. Decree reſpecting the liberty of being an exchange 
agent on the providing a patent. | 
15th. Decree reſpecting beneficed Clergymen, 
16th. Decree reſpecting the pay of a hundred thouſand 
auxiliary troops. 
18th. M. CHaBRouD, Preſident. The King in ſettin 
out for St. Cloud, is ſtopt by the people, who —. 
his preſence at Paris. A 
19th. The King comes to the National Aſſembly, where 
he complains of the people's oppoſition to his going 
to St. Cloud. 
20th. Decree reſpecting Freemen and Wardens. 
21ſt. M. de la Fayette reſigns his commiſſion. The 
ſixty Battalions aſſemble, and with loud ſhouts claim 
his continuing to command them as their General. 
After a few days he cedes to their entreaties. 
| 8 
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22d. M. Houdon preſents the National Aſſembly with 
the buſt of Mirabeau. 

23d. The my notifies to foreign powers his irrevoca- 
ble oath to ſupport the Conſtitution. | 

8 25th. M. RevBer, Preſident. Dreadful account of the 
; troubles at St. Domingo. 

26th. M. Raubaut propoſes to the National Aſſembly the 
iſſuing out Aſſignats of five livres each. / 

27th. Debate on the organization of the National Guards. 

28th. M. de la Fayette, in the name of the National 
Guards, compliments the King in an Addreſs upon 
the magnanimous conduct of his Majeſty, which de- 
clared to the whole world, the ſovereignty of the 
French nation, 


29th. Decree which permits the regular troops to be 
preſent at the Conſtitutional Meetings. 


May 1791. 


iſt. The barriers of the city are opened, and no further 
taxes of droits d'entrees are payable through the inte- 
rior part of the kingdom. 


ad. Debate on the re- junction of Avignon to France. 
3d. Farther debates on the ſame ſubjeQ. 


4th. Decree which ſuſpends the re-union of Avignon ta 
France. 


sth. Debate upon ſmall Aſſignats. 


6th. Decree ordering the iſſuing out of a hundred mil- 
lions of ſmall Aſſignats. x 


7th. Decree which permits the Clergy unwilling to take 
the Civic Oath, to officiate in particular churches, 
provided they preach nothing againſt the law. : 


8th. M. D'AN DRIN, Preſident. Decree upon the Orga- 
nization of the department of finance. 


gth. Farther decrees on the departments of the finance. 

zoth, Decree to ſuppreſs all licenſes to French ſubje&s 
from the Pope, —Upon the right of petition. 

| | | 11th, 


— — — - 
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May 1791. 
11th. Debate on the ſubject of the Colonics. 
12th. Farther debate on the ſame ſubject. 


13th. Decree ſtating that no law reſpecting Slaves ſhall 
be made by the Nationaal Aſſembly, but at the requeſt 
of the Allemblics of the Colonies, 


14th. M. de Siene, who is deaf and dumb, preſents the 


buſt of Mirabeau to the National Aſſembly. 


15th. Decree that People of Colour, born of free pa- 
rents, may be admitted to pariſl: meetings, and in fu- 
ture to colony aſſerublies. 


16th. Decree that the Members of the National Aſſem- 
bly ſhall not be eligible at the approaching election of 
a National Aſſembly. 


17th. --ecree which permits the commerce of gold and 
filver. 

18th. Debate on the organization of the Legiſlative Body. 

19th, A decree paſſes which allows the Members of the 
Legiſlative Body to be eligible at the enſuing election, 


but ſtates at the ſame time that they ſhall not be af- 
terwards elected till after an interval of two years. 


20th, Debate upon copper coin. 


219. Decree relative to ſmall Aſſignats. 
/ 22d. M. BUREAU Dr Pusy, Preſident. 


234. The Municipality of Avignon earneſtly preſſes the 
National Aſſembly to make a definitive decree relatiye 
to the diſturbances of the town of Avignon, then more 
unfortunate than ever. 

24'h. The plan of a decree on the re- union of Avignon 
is rejected. ' 

25th. The King is requeſted to ſend Mediators to 
Avignon. | 

26th. Decree that the Louvre and the Tuilleries ſhall be 
deſtined for the King's reſidence, and for a collection 
of the monuments of Science and of Art. 

27th. The propoſal for a ſub- diviſion of the three hun- 
dred millions in contributions of 2 and per- 
ſonal property is adopted. 


a8 rh. Decree relative to primary Alkmblies 
j | 29th. 
W | | | 
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29th. The King is requeſted to ſend the inſtrufions of 
the National Aſſembly to the Colonies. | 
3oth. Voltaire is declared worthy to be transferred to the 


place conſecrated to the memory of great men. 
— — CEFIno———— 


JuxE 1791. | 

1ſt, Decree that the penalty of death ſhall be made the 
loſs of life without torture. 

2d. The people are riotous towards the refractory Clergy 
at the Theatins, | 

zd. Farther decrees on the Penal Code. Reſpecting per- 
ſons reprieved. | 

4th. Farther decrees on the property of delinquents. 

5th. Decree reſpecting the conſiderations to be allowed 
the widows and orphans of the National Guards, who 
were killed at Nancy, and at the taking of the Baſtile. 

th. M. d'Auchny, Preſident. Farther decrees on the 
Penal Code. Decree reſpecting age with regard to 
puniſhments. | 

7th. Farther decree reſpecting crimes againſt the inter- 
nal ſafety of the kingdom. 

| 8th. Continuation feſpeCting crimes againſt the Conſti- 
tution. | 

gth, Decree that all briefs, reſcripts, and bulls coming 
from the See of Rome, ſhall be deemed null and void, 
if they are not approved by the Legiſlative Body, and 
ſanctioned by the King. 

roth. Report 1eſpeCting the licentiouſneſs of the army. 

11th. Decree ordering M. de Conde to appear in France 
within a fortnight. | 

13th. Decree containing additional articles reſpecting 
the Legiſlative Body. | 

14th. Decree relative to departments and diſtricts, 

15th. Farther decrees on the Penal Code. —Decree re- 

ſpecting the violation of letters. 


6th. Some young Citizens appear at the bar, and ſwear 
mn, 
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in the name of the Almighty, that they are teady to 
live and die for defence of their country. 
1yth. Farther decrees on the Penal Code. —On delin- 
quents who might hold offices under the ſtate. 
18th. Report of an inſurrection at Baſtia. 
rtg9th. M. ALEXANDER BEHUHARNAIS, Preſident. 
20th. Decree on the taxes on the commodities in the Eaſt 
India trade. 


21ſt. The King eſcapes from Paris with all the Royal 
Family,—Couriers are immediately diſpatched to all 
| pars of the kingdom. Every body is in arms.—The 
ational Aſſembly fits continually, and the Miniſters 

are entruſted with the executive power. 


22d. The Poſt-maſter of St. Menehould, whilſt the fu- 


itives are changing horſes, conceives from his recol- 
ection of the King, that he muſt be then preſent, he 
immediately acquaints the ng ar which ſends 
off intelligence to Varennes.—The National Guards 
immediately aſſemble.— The Huſſars are difarmed, and 
the carriage of the King is detained. + - 
23d. The National Aſſembly diſpatches Meſſrs. Latour, 
Maubourg, Pethion, and Barnave, to Varennes, to 
accompany the King at his return. 
24th. Decree that M. de Bouille be deprived of his com- 
miſſion in the army. 
25th. The King and the Royal Family come back to 
Paris, eſcorted by a moſt numerous guard, whilſt the 
ſtreets are thronged by an immenſe croud of people 
who ſilent and in peaceable order view the cavalcade. 
26th. Meſſrs. Leblanc and Thevenin, who ſtopt the car- 
riage of the King at Varennes, appear before the Na- 
tional Aſſembly. | 
27th. The three Commiſſaries ſent to receive from the 
King and Queen, their declaration, give an account 
to the National Aſſembly of their reception, 
28th. Decree relative to the nominating a Guardian for 
the heir to the throne. 
29th. Farther decrees reſpecting the Penal Code. 
| | | zoth. 
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zoth. Decree relative to the ſtandards of the regular 
troops. | 


— —— — 


Jury 1791. 
iſt, The arrival of the King's next brother and his con- 


ſort at Bruſſels, is announced to the National Aſſembly. 


2d. Decree reſpecting fortreſſes, &c. 

3d. M. ChHarLes LaMeTH, Preſident. General Luck- 
ner ſends to the National Aſſembly his oath taken down 
in writing, that he is willing to live and die for the 
Conſtitution. 

4th. Suppreſſion of the Chambers of Accounts, 

5th. Decree reſpecting the Municipal Code. 


6th. Poor houſes are ſuppreſſed, the abuſe of which cha- 
rity was become quite a ſcandal. 
5th. The King being informed that M. d'Artois made uſe 


of his name in ſome engagements, ſends to the Nati- 
onal Aſſembly a formal diſavowal of his conduct. 

8th. Decree on the Correctional Police. 

gth. Decree ordering the emigrants to come to France 
within two months, at the peril of paying three times 
the common taxes. 

roth. The Spaniſh Ambaſſador teſtifies to the Miniſter the 
inclinations of his Court to keep in terms of peace 
with France. 

11th. The body of Voltaire is conveyed to the place con- 
ſecrated to the memory of diſtinguiſhed characters. 

12th. Decree reſpecting mines. 

13th. Report relative to the troops which were com- 
manded by M. de Bouillé. 

14th. A young man pays his homage to the National Aſ- 
ſembly in preſenting an allegorical repreſentation of 
its labours, painted by his father, y 

15th. Decree'that the Sieur Boville ſhall be tried by the 
National High Court at Orleans, 

| 16th, 
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16th. Report of the diſturbatices in the department of 
Vendee. 

17th. An attack made upon two perſons in the Champ 
d. Mars—Martial law is proclaimed, and the red flag 
hoiſted, - 

18th. Report of the diſturbances at the Champ de Mars. 
Decree againſt the diſturbers of the peace. 

rgth. M. Fermox, Preſident. Decree reſpecting laws 
that regard agriculture, and the country, 

20th. Farther decrees on the ſaid laws. 

21ſt. Decree ordering the regiment formerly called the 


regiment of Naſſau, as well as other foreign regiments, 
to adopt the uniform and arms of the French troops. 


22d. M. Duveyricr gives to the National Aſſembly an 


account of his conference with the refugee Princes. 
23d. Report of the troubles in the province of Caux. 
24th. Decree relative to officers who have quitted their 
poſts. | 1 a 


25th. Decree relative to thoſe perſons whoſe places have 


been ſuppreſſed. | 2 
26th. Decree reſpecting the publiẽ ſtrength. 
27th. M. d'Fſpagnac is interrogated by the National 
Aſſembly relative to his eſtate of Sancerre. 
m_ _ reſpecting the organization of the National 
ua | 


- 29th. Decree relative to forged Aſſignats. 


20th. Decree on the orders of Chevaliers. 
31ft. Report upon the hoſtile behaviour of the Princes of 
Germany with reſpe& to France. 
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iſt. M. p'AxDRT, Prefident. The Commiſſioners who 
were ſent to the Northern Frontiers in order to exa- 
mine their condition, declare to the National Aſſem- 
bly that they found them in a ſtate of very good de- 


ce. 
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29. Troubles at Brie-Robert County. 


3d. Decree ordering the ſtamping of baſe money ot 
bell-metal mixed with copper. 


4th. Farther decrees on the military organization, 


Sth. M. Thouret reads the French Conſtitution to the 
National Aſſembly. 


6th. The Municipality of Paris takes down the red flag 


and ſets up the white one, as a ſignal of the reſtora- þ | 


tion of public tranquillity, 


3th. Farther decrees on the laws that regard agriculture, 
and the country. 


8th. Debate on the review of the Conſtitution; 
gth. Debate on the diviſion of the Kingdom. 
10th. On public powers. 

11th. On the judiciary order. 

12th. On electoral aſſemblies. 

13th. On the Regency, and the Royal Family. 
14th. On the Royal Sanction. 


15th. M. Du rox, Preſident. Don on the promul- 
gation of the laws, 


16th. A tax is laid upon letters and packets. 


17th. Report of the tranſactions at St. Domingo, ceca- 
ſioned by the decree reſpecting People of Colour. 


15th. Report relative to the Frontiers on the Higher 
and Lower Rhine being in a proper ſtate cf deſcnce, 


19th. Debate on offices that regard feudal tenures. 


20th. Report that the friends of the Conſtitution at Caen | 


have pulled down the ſtatue of Louis the Fourteenth 
in that town, 


21ſt. M. de Blanchelande informs the National alſemb ly 
that the decree reſpecting Men of Colour has been 
the occaſion of conſequences that have brought horror 
and deſpair in St, Domingo. 


22d. Decree reſpecting individual liberty. 
23d. Decree reſpecting the faults ef the Preſs 
8 | | R | 24th, 


650) 


Aucusr 1791 _ 

24th. A Conſtitutional decree paſſes reſpecting the ſe- 
euring the King. | 

25th. A Conſtitutional decree paſſes, that none belong- 
ing to the Royal Family ſhall be eligible to thoſe places 
which are only in the gift of the people. 

26th. A decree that all the braſs and copper which have 
been found in thoſe pariſh churches that have been 
ſhut up, ſhall be carried to the Hotels des Monnotes. 

27th. Decree that J. J. Rouſſeau merited the honours due 
to the memory of diſtinguiſhed men. 

28th. Decree reſpecting the maintaining diſcipline in 
the army.—The ladies of the hall make an offer to 
their Country of the filver ornaments and other deco- 
rations made uſe of to celebrate the feaſt of St. Louis, 

29th. Decree that all the Seals fixed on the houſes and 
money cheſts, deſigned for the Civil Liſt, ſhall be 
taken off. 

3oth. Debate and decree upon National Conventions. 


31ſt, Decree relative to the reimburſing of the Solicitors 
at the Grand Counſel. 


— — 


SEPTEMBER 1791. 


1ſt. Decree on the manner in which the Conſtitutional 
Act ſhall be preſented to the King. 

2d. Decree that public rejoicing days ſhall be pointed out, 
to keep up the commemoration of the French Revolu- 
tion. 


3d. The Conſtitution completed. A depution of ſixty 
members is ſent to preſent it to the King. : 
4th. Report on the manner in which thè King reccived 
the Conſtitutional Act. 
5th. Decree that the treaſury of what was called the 
Abbey St. Dennis fall be joined to the national cabi- 
net. a - 
2; 6th. 
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6th. Decree reſpecting the utility of poſts on all the 
great roads of the kingdom. 

4th. Report on the accountability of the Receivers of the 
Finances. n 

8th. Debate on the above. i 

gth. Report on the ſtate of the Finances before, and 
during, as well as after the Revolution. ; 


roth. The King's Commiſſioners ſent to Avignon, give 
an account of their ſucecls before the bar of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly. 


11th. The alternatives of adminiſtrations of depart- 
ments and diſtricts are ſuppreſſed. 


\ 12th. M. THouktET, Prefident. Report reſpeQting 


Avignon, 


13th. The King writes to the National Aſſembly that he 
accepts of the Conſtitution. Every event reſpecting 
the Revolution, and the departure of the King are to 
be forgotten. 


14th. Decree that Avignon and the Comtat Venaiſſin 
ſhall form integral parts of the French Empire.—The 

- King comes to the National Aſſembly to ſign the Con- 
ſtitution, and ſwears to ſupport -and defend it with 
every power with which he 1s entruſted, 


15th. Decree that the ſolemn declaration of the King 


ſhall be proclaimed throughout the Empire, and that 
all priſoners confined for debt ſhall be ſet at large. 


15th. Decree that Juries ſhall begin on the firſt of next 
January. 


17th. Decree on the encouragement to be granted to 


Artiſts, 
8th. Decree on the new organization of Notaries — 
+ Univerſal rejoicings and illuminations. 


19th. Decree that the Conſtituent National Aſſembly ſhall 
be diſſolved the thirtieth of this month. 


20th. The Proviſional Tribunal of Orleans ſuppreſſed. 
21ſt. Decree that the remains of J. J. Rouſſearr ſhall re- 
main at M. Girardin. * . 
R 2 22d. 
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22d. Te Deum is ſung at the church of Notre Dame, ini 
acknowledgement for the King's acceptance of the 
Conſtitution. | ; 

23d. Decree that any perſon who ſhall ſign proteſtations 
againſt the Conſtitution ſhall not be eligible to any 
public department. 

24th. Conſtitutional decree reſpecting the Colonies, 

25th. Decree that the new Legiſlature ſhall commence 
its Seſſions the firſt of October. 

26th. Decree relative to teachers of public.Schools. 

27th. Suppreſſion of the Chambers of Commerce. 

28th. Decree that Men of Colour or of any religion, by 
conforming to the Laws, ſhall be admitted to all the 
privileges of the French Conſtitution. 


29th. The King is requeſted to grant to the National 


Aſſembly a picture, in which he might be repreſented 
as offering the Conſtitutioual Act to the Prince his 
ſon,—Decree reſpecting Patriotic Societies. 
30th. The laſt day of the fitting of the Conſtituent Na- 
tional Aſſembly. The King comes to the Aſſembly, 
and addreſſes the members.—The Preſident proclaims 
theſe words — TE ConsTITUENT NATIONAL 
„ ASSEMBLY DECLARES THAT ITS POWER 18 AT 
& AN END, AND THAT IT WILL sIr NO LONGER,” 
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